
UliC01WS Ol!' JJUCK!NGHAMS!Ili:E. 

THE MANOR OP CHEQUEHS. 
BY BEKI'RAM F'. AsTL~Y. 

'11Hm Manor of hequers, OJ' Obakers, derived its nam from one of its ea:n·ly possessors, John Ohakers de eac­
c~;~a·iia (of the Exchequer), during whose time (in the reign of King John) the bouse was assigned as the pla.ce of cleposi_t of tremmre belonging to the ICing's Oom·t, and from who. e family it passed, by the mal'l'inges of its mE ny heiresses, :into t,h possession successiv ly of tl1e families of Ho.wtrey, Croke, TLurbo.ne, LlHS, R v tt, and llu s ll. On the death, in 18;36 of Sir Robe1·t Greellhill .Bus ell, Bart., the Russells of Obequers became extinc , and the estate passed by w:ill to Sir Robert Frankland, Bar t., of 'rhirldeby Park, in Y rlnihn·e, wl10se gr ··at­g J·eat-grandmother, E lizabeth !Jady Frankland, wn-s sister of .Tohn R.ussell, th.ird n of Sh John Bussell, Btll't, of Cluppenham, by Frances, younge~t daughter of Oliver Oromw 11 , who man·ied, in 1715, Joanna, cla.ughter u.nd heir of obn Thtlrbane, of Ohequers. Sir Robert Frank­land assumed the suTname of Rossell on his succession, and devised the estate to his widow, Louisa Ann, I.mdy F1·anklaud Rus~:~ell (third daughter• of the Right R v. Lord Geo1·ge Murrn..v, Bishop of l::lt. David'.) (Atl1oll), at whose decease, in 1871, Ch quers passed juto the posses­sion of her fifth daughter, Rosalind Alicia., widow of Francis L'Estrange .A.stley, third son of Sir Jacob Henry Astley, Bart., of Melton Constabl , Norfolk, uml Seaton. Delaval, Northum berland, and brotl1er of J u.coh, Lord Hastings. By the will of her mothe1·, M t' • A.stl y 
ast~umed ·tl1e surno.rnes of Frankland Rus 11., in addition to n.n d before tlmt or A.st.ley. The present building pro­bably stands np n the sn.me spot as the foundation of 132u, which, however, was not th first erection j n.oth:iug now remains of the ot·iginal building, anti ·tlte ])re e11t stru ·ture, which has been altered and add ·•rl to by tl1o var ious possessors, appeat·s to have been croct•d at tbe 
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m1d of tlw flf'tueutlt century, and to licwu (;um:isteu of <l. centre w ith two wings pt·ojecliinO' s uLhwat·d::~ at right angles to it, and connected by a high wall, forming a com·t or honour. 'rhe portions of this building now existing are the north and eas~ fi·onts, which were,Jlow­ever, alter d, ot• rath ·r redecot·ated, by Sir VViluarn_ H11w­tt·ey. pon th Italianised stone battlements above the ba,y window of the drawing-room are carv d the C!' st ot' 
Hawtr~y-o. grifttn on a hu.w-tl'ee j th e initials "A. H." au,d " W. H.," with the date lb65, a.nd in the angles chequered shields; over the centre of the library bay window is Cltrved a shield charged with an eagle, dis­pla.yed with two heads, being the arms of Croke. It appears fr m an oltl map of the estt1.te and house, bear­ing date 1629, that the mansion then consisted of two sept11'a.te builtlittga, facing nol'bh and south, aud •·unni ug· pal'all 1 to each ther, and t-hat stables wi.th other oun­lluildings were attaol1ed to the cast corner of the southern portion of tho building. No wesL or east wings ar shown in Lhe m p, th dnl.nghtsman ho.viug cllt':iously in L.r·oun ~tl a.fi:·ont elovfl.!iion , which iu Lerf< res somewLali with a prop r ground-plan; but it is almost certain that the eaHt wing­is of tbe same date as the north fr nt, eviuen ·e of which may be detected in thu age of itH wooden beF.J.ms, its doors, and bricks. The west wing was altered, if not rebuilt, at the latter end of the eighteenth century by Sir· GeoL"g Rus ell, who also consiaerably altered t,he south frout, s lJ own in the mn,p of ll32U. 'rhe mansion, which was of Bli;mhethan architecture, ancl of t•ud bri ek, was then cover·ecl with stucco, and the simple triangular ijhaped gables wel'e cnt into bn.ttlements and deoOJ·at ll with pinnacles. A. small wi11g, with a clock towflr, was addod by Lady Fro.nkla.nd Russell, nt the !:ICJnth-we t corner of the l>u ilding. In 15GO Latly Mat·y: Grey, sister to the unfortunate I1ady Jane Grey, wa::;, after hm· marriage with Thoma;; Keyes, colllmitted by Queen E li;,o.bebh to tlte custoLly of Sir v\lilliam Hawtrey, aud l'ema.i ned :1 prisouer at Obequer·s for n considerable tiu1e. Lett rt; written fi·om Ohcq uurs by L~tdy Mary are pro­::;erved in the Bl'itish Mu1:lemn, ~m1l iutcrestin~~· account" of her incareemtion are given by M.iss Strieklm1d in he1· "Lives of' tho 'J'udor· [>rineessm;" (p. ~0 1), am1 by Hurgon in hi::; " .Life of ~i r 'l'hoJJW1:\ t::re::;lmrn." 'l'lJ c 
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house contains a number of family and his~o1-ical pot·­traits, Mld au interesting collection of Cromwellian reli s, brought to Oh quers, owing to the marriage of its heiress, Miss J on,nna 'I'htnbaue, with John Russell, of Chippenham, the protectoes grandson. In the garden on the south side of the building is an ancient elm, twenty-eight feet in circumference said to have been planted by King tephen, :'l,nd a,bout tlH·ee huud1· d yards north-west of the mansion is the ancient labyrinth 
Ol" maze. The park, which is fi:ve hundred and sixty acres in extent, lies principal.ly to the w !lt of the house, and is celebrated for the great beauty of its scenery, and it wonderful box woods, which are supposed to be the finest in England. At the foot of the western slope of Beacon Hill is the famous Velv t Lawn, close t,o which is an ancient fortification, where it is said an action was fought between the Romans and the two sons of Oymbe­linus, in which one of the Hons was slain. 


