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ABOUT THE SOCIETY

The Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society is the county’s premier society, not just for archaeology but 
also local history, architecture, natural history and historic buildings. We have members throughout the 
county, many of them also active in their local town and village historical societies.

Membership brings many benefits:

•  The defence and protection of Buckinghamshire’s historic environment;
•  The preservation of important local archives on our history and archaeology;
•  Support for the County Museum, whose collections the society started;
•  An active watch where planning issues affect our heritage.

For you as a member:

•  A copy of this journal, Records of Buckinghamshire, in May each year;
•  Newsletters in Spring and Autumn about society events and activities;
•  A free lecture series in Aylesbury every winter;
•  Outings to historic towns, buildings and archaeological sites in summer;
•  The chance to play an active part in our Historic Buildings and Active Archaeology groups.

TO JOIN:
Send a cheque for £18 for individual membership, £22 for two or more members at a single address, 
with your name and address to: The Membership Secretary, Bucks Archaeological Society Library, 
County Museum, Church Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 2QP.



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS 
AT MISSENDEN ABBEY, 1983–88

YVONNE EDWARDS, JILL HENDER AND MARION WELLS

with contributions by Peter Yeoman, Mark Collard, Andrew Sage,
Michael F Charlton, Angela Theodoropoulou and Norah Moloney

This cost of this publication has been generously supported  
by a grant from the Robert Kiln Trust.



CONTENTS

Introduction.................................................................................................................................................1

The History of Missenden Abbey...............................................................................................................5

Excavation of the Early Church and Associated Buildings........................................................................9

The Finds...................................................................................................................................................45
Human Burials...........................................................................................................................................45
Pottery........................................................................................................................................................48
Animal Bones.............................................................................................................................................62
Metalwork..................................................................................................................................................70
Coins..........................................................................................................................................................76
Architectural Stone....................................................................................................................................78
Stone Objects.............................................................................................................................................83
Wall Plaster................................................................................................................................................83
Bone Objects..............................................................................................................................................86
Window Glass............................................................................................................................................86
Vessel Glass...............................................................................................................................................88
Wine Bottles...............................................................................................................................................88
Mineral Water and Medicine Bottles.........................................................................................................90
Glass Panels..............................................................................................................................................91
Floor Tiles..................................................................................................................................................92
Roof Tiles.................................................................................................................................................106
Clay Tobacco Pipes.................................................................................................................................109
Flints........................................................................................................................................................ 111
Shells........................................................................................................................................................ 113
Charcoal.................................................................................................................................................. 113
Slag.......................................................................................................................................................... 113

Summary and Conclusion....................................................................................................................... 115

Acknowledgements.................................................................................................................................. 116

References................................................................................................................................................ 117

Cover photo: Missenden Abbey, south side.


