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in 2006, an archacalegioal watching betef was undertaken by Albton Archaealozy af Waddes-
don Church of England Sehaol. The school iy elose to the line of Reman Akeman Streer, which
ts ke to have provided o focus for Rowsan and later settlementy, cemeteries and other sites
fn the vicenfty of Avlesbury, The area also les between the shrinken medioval settlement of
Warmstone and the medivval [ post=medivval manor of Green Emd.

A series of hedding frenches, possibly of o tupe wxed tn vitionfinre, were revealed. These are
of profable carly Roman date, Two post-medieval sub-rectangular pits were revealed and share
some stmilaritfes with Saxen sunken feamred beildings.

INTRODUCTION

Between 26 July and 14 August 2006, Albion
Archaeology undertook an archagological watching
hrief within the playing fields of Waddesdon Chureh
of England School st School Lone, Waddesdon
{Albion Archacology 2006). The work was commis-
sioned by the school and carried out during ground-
works ossocinted with the ereation of an all-weather
playing surface centred on NGR 5P 746049 16515,

The site lies at o 100m O between outcrops of
Portland limestone ot Lodge Hill (o the west and
Waddesdon Hill to the south-east. The underlying
peologicnl deposits consist mainly of the Kim-
merdge clay formation (British Geologieal Survey
19094,

I'he line of Roman Akeman Street runs o [00m
Lo the north (County Archoeologicnl Service (CAS
010507 (Fig. 1) and provided o focos for Roman and
Inter seitlements, cemeteries ond other sites in the
vicinity of Ayleshury. These melude settlements at
Fleet Marston and Grendon Underwood, ¢ 8km to
the enst and west of the site and, further afield, at
hrayton Beauchamp  and  Northehureh  (Smith
1987). In addition, a sproad of Roman potlery has
been recorded TO0m to the cast of the school [CAS
(6328).
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The site lies between the shrunken miedieval set-
tHement of Wormstone (CASO2159), o.500m 1o the
south-cast, and the site of the medieval / post-
medieval manor of Green End (CAS 02184),
. 350m to the north-west, Waddesdon itsell was
recorded ns a sizenble manor in the Domesdoy
Book (Mortis 1978). Medieval pottery and the pos-
sible remainz of n medieval house have been dis-
covered in the immediate vicinity of Wormstone
(CAS D2159 CAS D4397/CAS 06607) along with
a possible medieval boundary bank recorded in
field survey (CAS 02173),

In the latter hall of the nineteenth century, the
Rothschild family reconfgured the lavout of the
village and built Waddesdon Maonor. The school
shle adjoins s grounds.

WaTCHING BRIEF

Archoeological features were only exposed in the
western part of the site. Elsewhere, the required
level For the new playing surface was reached
without removal of all the subsoill, Although the
exposed features were to be preserved beneath
the new ploying surfoce, the Archoeological Offi-
cer requested limited investigalion prior 1o re-
burial.
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Enarly Roman Bedding Trenches

Five parallel, lincar features were rovealed on a
WNW-ESE alignment, similar to that of Akeman
Street (Fip. 2). They were spaced c.6m apart and
were 0.9m-1.2m wide. The only excoavated exame-
ple [5] was 0.3m deep, wilh steep, coneave sides.
The epstern end of this array of features was
defined by a narrower linear feature at right angles
to them. All comtained a mid omnge-brown silty
cluy. The primary fill of the excavaled example
produced a smull grog and sand-tempered pottery
sherd (3g) of early Roman date. The form and lay-
out of these features suggests hedding trenches,

The regular arrangement of the termini near the
western limit of the site strongly suggests the pres-
ence of a trackway through them, roughly perpen-
dicular o Akeman Street (Fig, 23, This pap is
significantly wider than others 1o the east and
south, which moy have provided sccess to the bed-
ding trenches themselves,

The trenches are crossed by furrows (see below
and Fig. 2) of medieval or later date (sce below).
Although only one sherd of potlery was recovered
from them, it is suggested that they wre of early-
Roman date. Thair olignment 15 close to that of
Akeman Street to the north (Fig. 1) — suggesting
that they were laid out parallel wo i
Roman roads often had a long-lusting influenee on
neighbourdng land boundaries, Roman roadside
settlements and house plots often had extensive
apricultural areas (o their rear (Smith 1987, 22-30)
which may have been the case ol Waddesdon,

Medieval / Post-Medieval Field System

Four furrows were revealed (Fig. 2), the truncated
remnams of ridge and furrow cultivation. They
were up to 2.2m wide, aligned E-W and cut the
early-Koman bedding tranches, Ridge and furrow
field systems were used throughout the medieval
period, and often continued in use later

Post-Medieval Sub-Rectnngular Pits
Two sub-rectangulor pits  [33] and [35] were
revealed (Fig. 2). They were dm—4.95m long and
3 15m-3.5m wide. At the western end of each pit
was a posthole [46] and [48]. These were
0.25m-0.4m [n diameter. Pit |35] truneated one of
the bedding trenches and both were broadly paral-
lel to the medieval / post-medieval furrows that
crossed the site,

Partial excavation of one pit [35] revealed that it
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was (L.28m deep, with near-vertical sides nnd o flat
base, Two shallow, circular features [38] and [40] in
the base of the pit had concave profiles ond were
Blmm deep, possibly representing the bases of two
postholes,

Apart Trom o modern lower por rim (3]
which is considered intrusive — the remainder of
the pottery (72g) from pit [35] comprised glozed
and HIig;md red  earthenwares dating to  the
| T8 pepturies and a plece of German
stonewure (possibly Langerwehe), Othor artefaots
included pieces of lnte medieval ¢ post-medieval
flat roof tile (126g) o stem frugment of o clay
tohaceo pipe; and fragments of three timber nails,
one of which is a Aat-headed *Figure-of-eight” nail
of lote medieval [ post-medieval dute,

The sub-rectangulor shape of these pits and the
presence of two postholes (in partially excavated
pit [35]) sugpest they muy represent the partio
remaing of buildings: while the artefactual assem-
bloge sugpests they were in use in the post-
medieval period,

Discussion aND CONCLUSIONS

The narrow spocing  between the early-Roman
trenches suppests use for aroble cultivation, per-
hops  viticuliuee,  Similor  features  were also
revealed on the Stoke Hommond Bypass (Moore et
af 2007, 39-40, fig. 22}, These were spaced ¢.6.5m
opart with steop-sided profiles {fe. more like
trenches thaon furrows) and also produced early-
Roman pottery. At Home Farm, Cranfield, Bed-
fordshire, Albion Archacology (2005) recorded a
number of paralle] bedding trenches with near ver-
tical sides and flat bases. These were spaced
e Sm-c b apart and contwmed late-Tron Age /
early-Roman pottery. Sites at Stanton Low, Bucl-
inghamshire (WoodlGeld 1989, 135-278), Wollas-
ton in the MNene Valley (Brown and Meadows 2000,
491-492); and Caldecote, Cambridgeshire (Ken-
ney forthcoming) have revealed similor features
that could be interpreted as possible remains of
vineyards.

The two post-medieval sub-rectangular pits are
similar in size and shape to sunken-featured build-
ings common in the Suxon period. Post-conguest
examples of such forms of building are rre.
Records of a small number do exist and include
examples from south-west England, Fronce and fre-
land,. Suggested funetions have included spinning,
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weaving, cheese making ond general  storage
{Chapelot and Fossier 1985, 120-1235), By the laler
medieval and post-medievil periods, such build-
ings tended only to be used by peasants, ofien on
only o temporary basis,
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