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T work of ‘masnxtreon " istorions of religion tendy 1o underestimate the Imporiance of the
Lertter Day Saints, or Mopmons, i Fictorian England. This may be due fo the fact et comieris
altel ot remain in this cowntey o establish fong-lasting clrches. Rather it was pert of their faich
the they should leave England (Babwlon) and emigrate to Utah (Zion), Mormen researchers
have investigated the missions in the most important areas — the Novth West and Wales — bt
atenthing hes vel been weitten abait Movmonisa in Beckinghamshive, While on a smaller scafe
then iy other paves of England, Mormon aevivity fn this and gdjacent conntiey rafves important
gtrestions, This article secks fo explore the rofes of missionaries and comverts, o idontify the
amain: Mormon centrex, and to explove local vesponses. In particular if investigates the origing
af thase who were deawn ta g highly conroversiod new faith, one ther witimarely vequired them
ta abandon their local roots and embark on a fazardous fomey to Utah, The auther, himselfa

merther of e LS ehroch, is descended from fvinghioe and Wine Mormaons,

‘LABOURING WITH GOOD SUCCESS™:
A FORGOTTEN STORY

On Wednesday 3 June 1863, Charles Dickens was
among g party of curions visitors who drove o the
London MNew Dock basin, just south of Shadwell
Church. The visitors pathered to view o rather
unusunl emigrant ship and to talk to some of its
equolly unusual passengers, The Amazan, the ship
chartered by the Mormon Missions to Britain, was
dbout to leave Tor New York, the First stage of a
much longer journey to the Great Salt Lake Valley.!
Dickens, who believed there were some eight hun-
dred  Mormon  emigeants  aboard, recorded  his
impressions inan article entitled “Bound for the
Girent Salt Lake™ and published it in Al the Year
Reuned, * He contrasts the chaos, squalor and vie-
lence of the dockland area with the neatness, calm
and order on the Amazon ond recounts a conversa-
tion with the Coptain (H K Hovey). Hovey asked
Dickens how he would describe the passengers had
he not known they were Mormons, Dickens (the
Un-commercial Traveller) memorably replied °l
should have said they were in their degree, the pick
and the MNower of Englond’. A Mormon ngent
expluined that most of the possengers come rom
the South of Englond, although some were from
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Whales, Dickens then spoke 1o a farm [abourer from
Wiltshire and to severnl other emigrants. He noted
that many were busy writing, At the end of the arti-
cle Dickens admits that his visit to the Amezon had
confounded all kis expectations. He had pone on
bourd expecting to bear testimony agninst the Maor-
mons, “if they deserved it, as | fully believed they
would®. But to his "great astonishment, they did not
deserve i and my predispositions and tendencics
must not affeet me as an honest witness”.

There is another aceount of the Amazan & depar-
ture, one that appeared in the Mormon newspaper,
The Millennial Star: The two versions cotrespond
closely, although the article in The Millennial Sear
—which gives the more precise figure of *8935 souls
of the Saints' — contains additional details. Dickens
and his party were themselves being observed and
The Millennigl Start notes that the visitors
appeared surprised by the coreful attention given Lo
the arrnngements for the voyape nnnounced by the
“President”, “displaying as it did, something so dif-
ferent from their conceptions of us as a people’.”

e Milfennial Star mentions several Mormons
on board the Amazon by nume. Some of these can
be shown to have had links with Buckinghnmshire
or neighbouring counties. This was cectainly true of
the President of the ship, Elder Willinm Bramall,
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the most importnnt Mormon on the Amozon. Bro-
o] was 0 former President of the Bedfordshire
Conference of the British Mission, an area that
inelyded Boekinghamshire, Another important {ig-
ure was Elder Thomas Crawley, Bramall's succes-
sor as president of the Bediordshire Conference.
Crawley was one of the ‘native Elders’ now going
to ‘Zion' for the st time, Alter spending some
time Clabouring in the Norwich and  Cam-
bridgeshire Conferences’ and i Irelond, Crawley
had been on the point ol emigrting but wis instead
appointed to the Bedlordshire Conference, *where
he has continued up to his present relense”, Another
inedividund on hoand with ties 1o Bockinghamshire
wiis Gieorge C heshire! of the Eilli..f.humu@ Branch,
und there were almost certainly others.

It is true that Buckinghamshire was by no means
the chiel cemtre of Mormon misstonary activity in
nineteenth-century Britoin, Organisation was based
in Liverpool, the usual port of arrival for mission-
aries and Tor the departure of Mormon emigrants,
Trocts, hymnbooks and Phe Millennial Star were
also printed in Liverpool Tor distribution else-

where, Although the core of missionnry activity
wies in the Northwest und in Wales, there was still o
Motrmon presence in Buckinghamshire, Since that
time, all this has been forgotien and even present
members of the Church ol Jesus Chrst of Lutler
Dy Saints have expressed surprise, almost disbe-
lief, when told there were Mormons in Bucking-
hamshire a5 carly s the 18405, Perhops the
subsequent ignorance of their missions may be
attributed 1o o desive, conscious oF wneonscious, on
the part of non-Maormons, o remove something
they regarded as distastelul from the county’s col-
lective memory. [t is anlikely, for example, that
many of the squires and parsons, who dominated
the carly days of the Buckinghamshire Archaeolog-
fcal Society, would have been sympathetic,

Unlike other churches, the *Saints’ in Britain did
nol try to put down local roots. Church Leoders in
Litah advanced the cause of “Zion” by encournging
all members to “gather.’ In fact, this become an offi-
cinl doctring of the Church as taught by Prophet-
president Joseph Smith: "Wherefore the decree
hath gone lorth from the Father that they shall be
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Ficumn 1 The sign identifying the location of the building mentioned in the census, used for services by
the Edlesborough Brunch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
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grthered i unto ope place upon the face of this
landl, to prepare their hearts and be prepared ol
things against the doy when tribulation and desoln-
tion are sent forth upon the wicked.”S Like other
not-conformist religlous movements of the time,
the Latter-day Saints embraced the philosophies of
Millenninlism and Chortism. However, these only
complemented one of their more central messgges,
which was not only a significant portion of the text
ol missionaries serving in England,® but actually
became part of the canon of scripture for Latter-duy
Saints:

Gio ye out of Babylon; gather ve out from amonp
the nations, from the four winds, from one end of
heaven 1o the ather, Send forth the elders of my
church unto the nations which are afur off; unto
the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign
lonids; coll upon all pations, first upon the Gen-
tiles, and then upon the Jews. And behold, and
lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice aof the
Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the land
ol Zion, that the borders of my people may be

enlarged, ond that her sinkes may be strenpth-
ened, and thot Zion muy go forth unio the regions
round about. Yea, let the cry go forth among all
people: Awake and arise iand go forth o meet the
Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom
cometh, go ye out to meet him. Prepare your-
selves for the great day of the Lord.”

Thus, out of necessity, the Church became an emi-
gration agency of sorts, Those who joined were
eager o leave “Babylon” and embark on the per-
ous journey to “Zion” as soon os possible. Bul
some waited n while, either because they had to
save money to pay for their passage and/or becpuse
the Church wanted them o stay o convert others,
Ultimately, however, “the men who planned the
Mormon emigration fel it w be their duty (o rans-
port the largest possible number of converts,'™
Although they *had to take into nccount... the eosts
of the journey in all their complicated vanety; the
limited resources of the British Mission; and the
difficulties of employing, for their purposes, the
resources ol the Church in Utah.” chureh lenders

Fiaure 2 The Edlesborough Branch Meetinghouse lormerly used by the Latter-day Saints
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successfully planned, organized and focilitoted the
emigrtion of roughly 35,0000 British converts in
the nineteenth century.”

The extent of Mormaon missionary activity in the
aren in the early 1BG0s, not long before the depor-
ture of the Awazan, mny be pouged [om o series of
letters published in The Millennial Star: One, dated
‘Hemel Hempstead, March 19, 1861”0 is from
Joseph Silver, recently replaced as president of the
Bedfordshire Conference by Elder Boll, Silver
explains thot the Bedfordshine Conference included
the coonties of Bedford, Hertford, Cambridge,
Huntingdon,  Northampton  and  Buckingham.
Althonpgh he had Cleave 10 go o Zion”, Silver
necompanied his suceessor on visits to severnl
branches, ‘presching, more or less, nearly overy
night in the weeks as well as two or three Hmes on
the Sunday’. Silver and Bull ravelled on foot. *no
casy sk’ considering the size of the area for
which they were responsible. But they considered
their privations wortl bearing:

We have been received with marked respect, not
anly by the Saints, but by muany out af the
Church, some of whom will doubtless soon
hecome members: indeed, some of them are
already baptized, Several of our mecting-roomns
re crowded w excess with onxious hearers; and
from 100 to 150 hive been known to be antside
cluring the Sunday evening services,

After reminding himself not to forget his (riends “in
Babylon' once he left for Utah, Silver pays pener-
ous tribute to those who have so repeatedly lodged,
fed, clothed him and given him money. He con-
cludes with n clear stntement of futh;

| do know that it is essentinlly necessary that
minkind should believe in God the Father, and In
Jesus Chirdst his Son, and in the divine authority
of Joseph Smith and his successors, repent sin-
cerely of all their sins, wnd be baptized for the
remission of the same, and then hove hands laid
upon them for the reception of the Holy Ghost
the Spirit of promise, which Spirit will make
manifiest o their minds the uth and aetual
necessity of gothering o “Uleh, fur pway,” or woy
other ploce indicated by the finger of Ciod s the
plice of refuge from the calamities that ure o
come upon the wicked nations of the earth,

¥
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Further information is found m two letters from E
H Blackburn.!! Blackburn explains that Bull was
“labouring with good success.” The Bedfordshine
Conference now contamned fifteen branches, Five
had halls for public worship while the remainder
held mectings in private houses. The Conlerence
was very widely scattered, with branches anywhere
from ten to twenty-five miles apart. Meetings were
well atended, with halls overflowing. There had
been twenty-seven recent baptisms and others were
forthcoming. Even some who left the Church ofTi-
cinlly, continued to attend meetings: “The prospects
are Tir for a greater ingathering into the Chureh’,
There were Y20 Saints in the distriet, “the greal
mijority of whom are poor in this worlds goods,
but 1 am hoppy to soy that they are rich in faith and
are o willing ond obedient people”. There was little
potentinl for ecmigration the following year— probu-
bly not more than Filty people- *but most of them
will go all the way through®. Mor were the Mor-
mons encountering much opposition: “We have [ull
freedom 1o preach the Gospel, and there 15 no spirit
to mob at all. Many strangers attend our meet-
ings’.'2 i is worthy of note thai these letters exhibi
a high degree of literncy and contain few, if any,
grammatical errors,

TuHe FIRST BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
MorMONS

On 31 July 1837, one day after the first Mormon!?
baptisms in England, the orginal seven missionar-
ies toowork in England held a council in Preston, [t
wits decided that Elders Willard Richards and John
Goodson should go to Bedford," *“There being a
good prospect, from the information received, of o
Church being built up in that city,' ' They left on |
Avgast and arrived al Bedford the following day.
Work progressed quickly, The Fest baptisms ook
place on 10 August!® and by December a Bedford
Hranch had been orpanized.'” Berrill Covington,
later to play an importunt role 0 the beginnings of
the Church in Buckinghamshire, was baptized in
1838 by Elder Willard Richards.'® He was instru-
mental in the conversion of two of the first nine
Buckinghamshire natives!™ and later became o
member of the first branch onganized on Bucking-
hamshire soil.*"

The first Buckinghamshire native 1o join the
Church, based on extant baptismal and member-
ship records, was a man named Samuel Smith!

H



frabylon Aned Zion: Buclimghomahive and the Movmens ie te Nineteenth Centigey

Samuel grew up in Sheringion, Buckinghamshire,
In 1837 he married Muory Ann Line from Hemel
Hempstead.™ The couple remained at Hemel
Hempstead for the first year of their marriage.
Their Firat child was borm at Hemel Hempstead bt
did not live, However, the Smith’s lirst living child
wans born in Sherington, placing them there in
18395 Records indicate they moved to London
shortly afterwards. In London they met the future
LIS {Latter-day Saints) Apostle and Church presi-
dent, Elder Lorenzo Snow, who was then a prosely-
tizing missionory. Elder Snow baptized Samuel on
26 December 18412 Samuel’s parenis, Daniel
Willinm Smith and Surah Wooding Smith, received
instruction from the missionaries with him and
were alsa baptized by Elder Lorenzo Snow at about
the same time®? His wile was baptized later, in
June 184225 These two couples and their children
subsequently moved to Liverpool to prepare for
emigration,”’ and in 1843 they left England to join
the Mormans in Nauveo, Hlinois,**

The fourth Buckinghamshire notive 1o join the
Chureh came from the same fumily. George Smith,
also born and raised in Sherington, was Doniel and
Sarah’s eldest son.2” On 30 Jonvary 1842, he was
buptised into the Mormon Taith by Elder John W
Lewis at Hemel Hempsiead, He was confirmed™
member by Elder Berrill Covington.®! George’s
buptism  followed that of his younger brother
Samuel and his parenis by lve weeks. "=

George Smith married Caroline Horrison in
Hemel Hempstead on Christmas Day 1835, Their
First ehild was born there In 1837, They moved 1o
Gireat Missenden shortly afterwards and Tamily
history records indicote their next two children
were born there in 1838 and 1840, However,
George and Caroline Smith soon returned o
Homel Hempstead, where they had six more ¢hil-
dren between | 841 and 1850, It thus appears that
the family was living in or around Hemel Hamp-
stead during most of the 18405 — and certainly in
1842 when George joined the Church.™ His wife
Caroline finally joined on 20 May 1845, when she
was bhaptised by Berrill Covington.™ In April
1846, George was appointed President of the
Hemel Hempstead Branch®® Shortly afier, the
fumily again relocated w Great Missenden and
became members of the Aylesbury Branch, where
they remained until they emigrated in 1854, 1t is
clear, therefore, that the first four natives of Buck-
inghamshire to join the Chwreh were all members

of the Daniel William and Sorah Wooding Smith
family from Sherington.

The next Buckinghamslire native to join the
Chureh was George Coleman, George, who wis
also from Sherington,?” married Elizabeth Baoiley
from Olney in 1834, They lived at Sherington from
1835 tolB40 and their first three children were
bom there, They relocated to Hemel Hempstead
sometime aller the birth of their third ehild, Family
records ndicate their next eight children were born
in or around Hemel Hempstead between |RB42 and
1859, George joined the Church in 1845, und was
also baptised by Berrill Covington. His wile was
haptised later by Georze Smith in 184937 George
Coleman played a prominent role in the growih of
the Church at Hemel Hempstead, with many of the
baptisms in thut branch bemg attributed to him, ¥

lames  Mawkins, from  Pilstone,  Bucking-
hamshire, also joined the Church in Hemel Hemp-
stend, He was baptised in October 845, just a
month after George Colemun, by Elder Elisha
Hildebrand  Davis, In 1846 Brother Hawkins
became the first person to represent the Hemel
Hempstend Branch ol o Church confierence held in
London.!! He owned a bakery and a grocery store,
which he sold o Samuel and Joy Claridge, thus
enabling his family to emigrate in 1849,

The first six Buckinghamshire natives to join
the Chureh were notl converted within the county,
but in places to which they hud relocated — gither
Hemel Hempstead or London. Four of these men,
Samuel and George Smith, Gearge Coleman and
James Hawking were baptised prior o thelr wives
and children, but all of their family members even-
tuully joined the Church® and emigrated with
them 1o America to help build Zion™ Five were
brought into the Church through the efforts of eld-
ars from Americn — Lorenzo Snow, John W Lewis,
and L. Davis—while one of their conversions was
brought about through the efforts of Berrll Cov-
ington, o reeent ond local convert. The involve-
ment o recenl converts in missionary polivity
established a pattern that continued in Bucking-
hamshire throughout the nineteenth century—a
phenomensn that will be more elosely examined
laler in this article,

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE BRANCHIES

At the Genernl Conference of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, held on 6 April 1844,
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it was reported that there was o bronch of eight
members at Wolverton, Buckinghamshire ** As

Huckinghamshire to join the Chureh originally
came  from Sherington, only six miles  {rom
Waolverton. Tt is lempting o assume the member-
ship of the branch at Wolverton, reported in 1844,
was largely composed of the *Sherington group’,
Unlorfunately, this appears  impossible, The
Daniel and Samuel Smith Families emigrated in
1843,% and henee could not have been in Wolver-
ton in 1844, The George Smith family was in
Hemel Hempstead in 184447 and the (eorge
Coleman and Jnmes Howkins families ware not
baptized until 1845,% Apart from the reference 1o
Walvertan it the Church's General Conference of
84, no other evidence of the existence of this
branch has yet come 1o light, Assuming the Con=-
ference was correctly informed and there was g
branch at Walverton, who could have belonged 10
it? Rapid social and economic change caused a
good deal ol internal migrution in Britaln, In
1836, Wolverion became the site of the locomo-
tive works of the London & Birmingham Rail-
way, munly because i represented the mid-point
between these two cities. The works grew rapidly
and eventually employed over two thousand men,
By 1845, the rmilway hod buile some two hundred
houses for its workers, along with schools, o
church and a market*® A thorough investigation
of the activities of LI}S missionaries reveals no
evidence of any missionarics in the arca around
Walverton and Sherington at this time, OF course,
much missionary worle was taking place in Lon-
don and Hemel Hempstend. The most likely —
though still speculntive — explanation of jhe
Walverton Branch is that it must have consisted
of a single Family who joined the Church earlier,
perhaps in London or Hemel Hempstead, and
then relocated to Wolverton, They could possibly
have come from even Turther alfield, since some
of the more highly skilled workers at Wolverton
would have moved there from the North of Eng-
land.

Tt was not until five years later, on | April 1849,
that the first two branches of the Church in Buck-
inghamshire were established in Edlesborough and
Simpson." There is no evidence to suzgest that the
organisation of these two branches on the same day
was other than coincidental. However, the peo-
graphical location of these branches 15 significant.

Misatonaries had been working in the neighbouring
county of Bedfordshire since 1837,% and, although
in Buckinghamshire, both Bdlesborough and Simp-
son e very close to 18 border with Bedfordshire,
One ununswered question — one requiring further
exploration — is why it took twelve years for Mor-
monism to take root in Buckinghamshire consider-
ing its rapid growth in neighbouring Bedfordshire,
This question is particularly interesting when con-
sidered in conjunction wilh the lact that straw-
pluiting was & major coltage industry in both
epstern Buckinghamshire and western Bedford-
shire.® In foct, the chief centre of this handicraft
inclustry was Laton,®? Bedfordshing, where there
wits 1 robust branch of the Church, only seven
mih;:-; from Edlesborough and the county bound-
ary.>*

The Edlesborough Brunch was actoally o reor-
paniziion of an existing bronch. & branch at Whip-
snode, Bedfordshire was organized on 27 Febroary
| 848,77 but became the Edlesborough Branch on |
April 1849 aller ity relocation,® Edlesborough,
rght on the boundury between Buckinghamshire
gnd Bedfordshire, is less than three miles from
Whipsnode, Laton Bray is directly next wo Edles-
borough, though on the Bediordshire side of the
houndary. Maps ol the perlod suggest Ealon Bra
and FEdlesborough really formed one community®’
and it seems that, whatever the case elsewhere, the
county houndory bore litthe significance. In many
missionary and member journals the entire area s
referred to as “Baton Bray,' even though a portion
of it is techmically Edlesborough. This can make it
difficult for researchers to be sure exactly which
villoge nnd county is being referred 1o, although
mosl official church and povernment publicaiions
ido make the distinetion ™

O April 1846, Elder Elisha Hildebrand Davis,
an American missionary and President of the Lon-
don Conference, baptised Benjumin Johnson, a
native of Morthull, Buckinghomshire, in the small
community of Whipsnade, Bedfordshire, ™ Whip-
snade was less thon eight miles north of Hemel
Hempstead where Davis worked during the previ-
ous six months,™ Benjamin’s wile, Charlotie, also
i Buckinghumshire native, was baptised three
weeks later, on 27April 1846, by Elder Thomas
Squires, another local convert,™ Squires had been
serving in the Hemel Hempstemd Braneh Presi-
dency as n counselor to George Smith,

The lohnsons were somewhat atvpical converts,
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with an unusually high social status. It appears they
were both educated and refined. Benjumin was
described as an Oxford gradunte and Charlotie had
attended a girls® finishing school. Benjamin loved
music and often eprmed money playing the bass
vialin, He also played other stringed instruments,
the flute and the clarinet.” Charlotte was known
for her passion for reading the classics and for
memorising and reciting poetry.® Benjumin and
Charlotte became the founding members of the
Eaton Bray Branch," and, with the exception of the
traveling Elders, remained the only members of the
Chureh in the area for over five months®” On |
December 1846, Elder Squires ordnined Benjaumin
an Elder, and Benjamin later served os the presi-
dent of that branch.™ As the Church began to grow
in the arca, the bronch was divided and the John-
sons became the founding members of the Whip-
snacle Bramch, and Benjamin again served as
pregident. ™ 1 s interesting to note that the subse-
guent chonge in the Whipsnode Branchs nome and
its relocation 1o Edleshorough oceurred at about
the same fime the Johnsons moved back to
Northall, o hamlet of Edleshorough,™

Unlike all other arens in Buckinghamshire, the
Church grew guickly in the Enton Bray-Edlesbor-
ough area, Al its peak the Eaton Bray Brunch con-
sisted of seventy-seven members”!, and the
Edlesborough Brunch, under the leadership of Ben-
jamin Johnson, became even larger. 1t became the
largest bronch in mineteenth century Bucking-
hamshire, with over 160 members at its peak.™ The
Edlesborough Branch was also the only LDS con-
gregation in Buckinghamshive listed in the 1851
Census of Religious Worship. The Census record
states: 170, Edlesborough Latter Day Saint Meet-
ing Place. Erected before (800.... On the 30th
March Afternoon  Genernl  Congregation 90,
Evening Genorul Congregution 100, Dated 21st
March. Signed Benjumin Johnson, Presiding Elder,
Northall Bucks,'™ According to local histories’™
and historians,’ the building mentioned in the cen-
sus record was actually a public house called “The
Good Intent.” An adjacent pond was used for bap-
tisms by Immersion. The building is still stunding
and has sinee been converted inlo two privile
houses. Plate | shows a signpost that still exists by
the building, and Plate 2 the butlding. An adjacent
gravel area is reported to be the site of the bap-
tismal pond.

It seems the real key to the phenomenal growth

of the Church in Edleshorough and Eaton Bray was
not so much the impact of the American Elders, but
tuther the enthusiastic work of the locals who had
themselves only recently joined the Church. In less
than seven years (April 4, 1846 — March 27, 1833)
Benjamin Johnson helped to bring more people
into the Church than anyone else in nineteenth-
century Buckinghamshire.”™ However, Johnson
wis only one of several locul convert missionaries,
all of whom enjoyed considerable success. 1t seems
that once the American or local missionaries had
organized a small branch, they appointed recently
baptized converts as lay ministers, and relied on
them to bring in additional converts, Thus, Ben-
jumin Johnson was the only person the Americuan
Elder, Elisha Hildebrond Davis, actually baptised
and confirmed in any of the three branches the
Johnsons belonged to.” In other words, the Edles-
borough Branch continued to grow and prosper
because of the efforts of recently baptized members
who begun serving as missionuries, some immedi-
ately following their baptism.™ In the Edleshor-
ough Branch alone, Benjamin Johnson baptised
thirty people, Robert Hodgert twenty-three people,
Georpe Smith fifteen, Berrill Covinglon twelve,
John Mead, a priest, nineteen, and Samuel Impey,
ulso @ priest, twenty-six.”™ These missionaries did
not confine their efforts o the [Edlesborough
Branch; Benjumin baptised nearly twenty ;I:Enple
into the Eaton Bray and Studham Branches,™ and
all of the other local missionaries baptised mem-
bers in nearby branches®' Indeed, the heavy
invalvement of newly boptized converts was cru-
cial 1o the growth of the Chureh throughout Buck-
inghamshire.

The Edlesborough Branch grew to be nearly four
times larger than any other nineteenth century
Buckinghamshire branch, and the extanl records
only span the years 1846-1849. Elder Roberl
Hodgert, o local convert who became a missionary,
wrote of the success of the Church in this area;
“The work continued, steadily increasing; truth was
trivmphant; the word was conlirmed with signs fol-
lowing, much to the astonishment of the people.
The Truth had now taken deep rootl. .. Nothing clse
was tilked aboul excepl this new doctrine and (hese
men whao are turning the world upside down."™? By
1850, the growth of the Church in this area was for-
mally recognised by Church leaders in London, and
on 5 January of that year, Elder John Banks, then
President of the London Conference, transferred
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the  Luton, Edlesborough, Flamstead, Hemel
Hempstead and Stodham Branches from the Lon-
don to the Bedfordshire Conference. ™ Interest-
ingly, this formal action, recorded in the Latier-doy
Saints” Miflennial Star, 15 the last mention made of
the Edlesborough Branch in any extant official or
other historical document,™ This could well be the
resull of the lurge number of Edlesborough Saints
who emigrated between 1851 and 1868, O (he 163
nomes found on this branch record, seventy-seven
can be identified as emigrants, representing 47 per-
cent of the Branch's wlal membership, Most off
these families emigrated through the Chureh’s offi-
ciul emigration offices in Liverpool ™ One note-
worthy exception, the George Cheshire family,
emigrated through London on the Amazon,™ and
an gecount of thelr ermgrmtion was included m
Charles Dickens' The wncommercial traveller®
mentioned above,

The ather Buckinghamshire branch organized on
I April 1849 was at Simpson. Elder Reed" for-
mully organised this branch on the sume day he
baptised Willinm Luck, his mother, Rosannah But-
ton Luck, and Ellen Briant.™ William's father John
Luck and David Cowley were baptised shortly
alter, and Cowley was appointed as the First
Branch President.”! This branch was unlike the one
al Edlesborough in two significont ways, Although
Simpson is less than three miles from the Bucking-
himshire/Bedfordshire boundary, there is no evi-
dence o suggest that 1ts origins hud any links with
LDS petivities in neighbouring counties. Further-
more, the Church in the Simpson area encountered
intense opposition from local londowners who did
everything possible to frustrate missionary activi-
tes, trying to prevent the holding ol public meet-
ings and the establishment of 3 meeting place, The
contrust with Edlesborough, where suceess must
hiove owed something to the high status of the John-
son family, is striking,

Elder Job Smith, President of the Bedfordshire
Conference, wrote of the difficully encounterad by
membaers of the Chureh: ‘proceeded next doy w
Simpson. Here is a small bronch of the Church
under the presidency of David Cowley. | staid ot the
house of Willinm Luck. The landlords of all the
saints houses here positively forbid any meelings
being held therein, consequently 1 had 1o get the
saints togather in o coverl manner and teach
them.""® (Original spelling retained). Although
Elder Smith and other missionaries sought to min-

ister 1o the saints in this branch, the continued
apposition o the Chureh s reflected in later jour-
pal eniries. On 5 December 1852, Elder Smith
wrote, “Called at Simpson and comforted the few
saints there," and on 30 May 1853, “1... privately
visited the Saints at Simpson,'™

Despite opposition from local landlords, the
Simpson Bronch grew  from the onginal  three
members (o thirty-cight, with most of the growith
oceurring between 1849 and 1850.% As with the
branches in the Edlesborough areq, newly-baptised
convert missionnries mode a significant contribu-
tion. One notable example wos William Luck, o
young man who did not marry until after he emi-
grted 1o *Eion® (Linh). OF the original thirty mem-
bers of this branch, thirteen came mio the Church
as o result of Luck's efforts. ™ Although the extant
record of the Simpson Branch only spans the years
8491853, other records of members in this aren
have been located.”’ An unprecedented twenty-
nine of the eventual thirty-eight people recorded as
members of this branch emigrated — an pstound-
ingly high 76 percent compared to the emigration
rates of other Buckinghamshire branches, which
ranged from 37 percent 1o 47 percent. ™

One of the fmilies that joined afier 1853 was
the Alexander George Sutherland fumily, of Stony
Stratford. They converted in 1862 and emigraied
the same year, eventually settling in Springville,
Utah. Shortly before they lefl England, Alexander's
wile, Frances, gove birth 1o 0 son, George Alexan-
der Sutherland. Although George never embraced
the fuith, he later established himselfas an anorney
and politician in the state of Utah, and became the
only Uahn 1o be appomted as a Justice of the
United States Supreme Court,™

The third nineteenth-century Buckinghamshire
branch  was  established al Woaburn  Green.
Although this branch was not officially organized
until 22 August 1850,' it had jts beginnings in
1849, just like the Edlesborough and Simpson
Branches. Unlike those bronches, however,
Wooburn Green is on lhe southwestern side ol
Buckinghamshire. 11 did resemble the Edlesbor-
ough Branch in that its ultimate origins |lay outside
the county, in this cose in Berkshire rather than
Bedlordshire. The lirst converts o move to the
Wooburn Green area were Thomas Tanner and his
lwmily, who had joined the Chureh in 1843, in their
hometown of Newbury.""! Shortly after the Tanner
fumily arrived in Woobarn Green in | 849, Thomaos
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followed the patlern estoblished by many olher
Mormon converts; he began to shore the messuge
of the restored gospel with onyone who would lis-

ten. His efforts eventunlly led to the conversion off

the First Wooburn Green nistives: William and
Susan Beesley and their son Ebenezer, who were
oll baptised by Tanner in September 18459, Ini-
tially, the Wooburn Green Mormeons were attnched
to the Newbury Branch, but the substantial dis-
tance led to the establishment of o separaie
braneh, '™ By 1850, membership of the Chureh in
Wooburn Green had risen 1o thirty,'™ Many came
ity the Chureh theough the efforts of American
misstonaries, but Tanner was responsible for 1en
conversions — thus following the pattern already
seen at Edlesborough and Simpson.'™ Although
Tanner had more experience in the Gospel,
Willinm Beesley was appointed as the first prosi-
dent of the Wooburn Branch."™ This further illus-
trates the point that the mvolvement of reeent
converts was one of the keys to the growth of the
Church in Buckinghamshire,

Even though the members ol Wooburn Green
expericneed serious opposition, similar o tha
encountered nt Simpson, the Wooburn Branch was
able to meet in public. Although o meetinghouse is
nol rr:ll;mrh:d in the 1851 Census of Religious Wor-
ship."" a local trade directory of 1853 indicates
that, among the other Churches in Wooburn Green,
the Mormons also had o place of worship.'""™ 1 is
identificd as o “Mormon Chapel.”"™ While this
budlding was not a dedicated church house ns such,
it is still standing. By earefully enleulating the
route tken by the census tker, using known lund-
marks that existed then and still exist today (Tor
example, “The Red Lion Inn' Public House)''" it
wits possible to conjecture that the Mormons met in
i house oceupied by Henry Hancock and his fam-
iy, Henry was o member of the Chureh and the see-
ond presidemt of the Woobwm Branch, and appears
in the Wooburn Green Census Records for the
years 1851 and 1861."" This information is espe-
cinlly interesting because the 1861 census records
that a *Minister of the Later-day Saints’, named

Fienmre 3 The residence of the Henry Hancock fomily which was nlso and used for church services, men-
toned i Mussen and Croven's 1863 Trade Directory
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George Allred Wiscombe, was living with the Haon-
cock family. It is thus highly likely that Honcock's
house wos used for church meetings and may well
have been the “Mormon Chapel” mentioned in the
trade directory of 1853, Further evidence is pro-
vided by an entry in the lile history of Henry Han-
cock’s eldest daughter Sarnh. This stntes, *Church
leaders in Wooburn held meetings in the Hancock
home.'!'* Additionally, this home is included in the
local Historical Site index as ‘No, 36" on *The
Green' in Wooburn ' verifying that it existed
when a ‘Mormon Chapel” was listed in Mussen and
Crgvens  Commercial  Dircetory  noted  above,
Plates 3 and 4 show the Hancock residence, which
doubled as the *“Mormon Chapel” (No. 36 on The
Green), and the “Red Lion Inn',

Life for members of the Church in Wooburn
Gireen was nob casy. For n while, ol least, they hd
to comtend with oggressive anti-Mormon  cam-
paigns. Revd, F B, Ashley, Vicar of Wooburn,

wrote in his Personal Memaoirs:

The Mormonites were very nctive long before |
came, in the neighbourhood and in the parish,

paat i

el 1 e Epl
L W ——— I
el o L

* " i

and ut that time n priest used o preach on Sun-
days for three-guarters of an hour at the sign-
post between the Vicarmmge and the church, |
cavtioned all | could not 1w stop or take any
notice, but it was a real nuisance when the Haoly
Communion wus administered, for hig voice wos
strong, nnd  be supposed oll had  left the
chureh.... | heard one day that the Independent
minister... went up to him; the result was a chal-
lenge 1o a public discussion on Wooburn Green
the following Thursday, [was sorry, and culled a
meeting of teachers and communicants Tor that
evening and put a sketch of the subject before
them. Platforms were erected on the Green, four
Mormon preachers were brought from London,
and my fears were realized. The well-meaning
chollenger was o novice in the matter; the Mor-
mons had a happy hil in reply to anything he
suid; he appeared to be beaten, and two houses
for Mormon preaching were opened on the
Green for week-days as well as Sundays.

My policy had been not 1o notice the subject,
it was s0 unworthy, but the new revelation took
readily: numbers joined, ond the crowds thot

Fioume 4 A local londmark doting back to 1863, which helped establish the validity of the theory used

in identifying Henry Hancoek's place of residence
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came could not be seated. As general attention
had everywhere been drawn o the movement, it
would not do to appear blind, The next Sunday
mornmg .. | went o Church not having made
my mind what o do, but after the service | gave
notice that 1 would give a lecture on Mormonism
in the school-toom the following Thursdoy. It
cansed greal excitement,.. | sallied out on
Thursday evening, and found the road and the
room blocked with people, A mill-owner who
was amongst them came o me and offered his
Sol-room, which was perfectly empty, and would
hold a great nuwmber standing. ... By the time |
pot o the Sol-room it wos... crammed to the
door. With difficulty a small table and o cask to
put o it got inside, 1 then mounted, and kept
them listening for two hours, The guiet was
imtense, and 1 could hear nothing but now and
then a gasp of sensution and the seratching of the
Morman reporters’ pens,' '

Reverend  Ashleys anli-Mormon  lectures  were
wn:niuillt;,' published' " and muliiple editions cir-
culated,''® His pamphlet, Mormonism! An expo-
sure of the impozitions adopted by the sect cafled
"The Latter-day Sainis ' nitacks the prophet-lender
Toseph Smith, the ‘Golden Plates” from which (he
‘Book of Mormon' was purportedly translated, and
other "‘Mormon Doctrines” and *Mormon Attrac-
tions.” Ashley’s arpuments corresponded closely Lo
olher contemporary anli-Mormon tracts published
elsewhere in England but his pnmphlet seems to be
the only example of such tmets to have been writ-
ten by a Buckinghamshire clergyman,!!" Ashley
describes Joseph Smith as a “false prophet” whe
lived o vogrant lile with no honest employment,”
spent his days looking {or bured treasure through
supernaturnl means and was ndept ot deceiving oth-
ers into believing his pretended revelations, Ashley
recounts  gccounds of the purported  disputes
between Mormons and government officials and
cilizens in the stutes of Missouri and Hlineis. Ash-
ley accuses Joseph Smith and his followers of treu-
gon, the attempied murder of the ex-governor of
Missouri, and other atrocities. He seeks to discredit
the Book of Mormon by deseribing i as o piracy of
Solomon Spaulding’s work Mamescrigd Found, He
also criticizes the Mormon belief that God has n
physical being, asserting that such o belicl s
incompatible with the Docirine of the Holy Trinity.

But Ashley was not alone; anti-Mormon senti-

21

menis were expressed in the Buchy Free Press,
These reports included accounts of the Mormons in
Utah purportedly rising up in treason against the
United States government, allegations of public
encouragement of immorality, and comments on
the supposedly pitidble condition of *innocent and
deceived” emigrants who were leaving England lor
Utah.'"¥ 1t is interesting that the Bucks Free Press
was so hostile, The paper had o large Non-con-
Formist readership and there are certainly sugges-
tions that many of the Mormon converls were
previously members of Dissenting Chapels rather
thon of the Chureh of England. 1t is striking that,
while Revd Ashley eventually decided thot he muost
‘take the Mormons on', his initial inclination had
been to ignere them; the Hrst challenge 1o a debate
had come from the Independent Minister.

Despite the opposition, the members in Woolurm
Green oppeared 10 be content with their new-{ownd
religion and lifestyle. In contrast to the somewhat
depressed journal entries of Elder Job Smith in the
Simpson area, o leter written by Elder Samuel
Stephen Jones in 1872 reports, “We have a very
fair, lively branch ot Woburn, Bucks. ... The saints
gre rather more numerows [than in other areas)...
and evince a good lively spirit”''" Another mis-
stonary, Elder James Payne, wrole that in 1876 he
wits ‘laboring with great joy in the London Confer-
ence... On this tour 1 first visited Wooburn Green;
held meeting and rebaptized 4 persons' ' 20 These
letters are surprisingly positive, especially os else-
where in England, the fortunes of the Church were
declining by the 1870s. This was probably due to
the elTects of religious persecution associaled with
anti-polypamy  campaigns, alleged problems i
Utah, and perhups most of all, to peneral apuathy
and lnck of religious fervor in England.'*! It is pos-
sible that relmiively  favourphle conditions ot
Wooburmn Green may hove reduced incentives 1o
emigrale, although other faclors, o be discussed
later, were also at work. OF the thirty original mem-
bers, only thirteen (43 percent) cun be identiliod as
having emigrated.'* Included among those who
did not emigrate were Willinm Beesley, the first
president of the Woobum Branch, and his wife
Susannah. '™ However, the sceond branch presi-
dent, Henry Hancock,'* and his wife Esther did
emigrate. 'S Interestingly, Ebenezer Beesley, son of
the first branch president, morried Sarah Hancock,
doughter of the second branch president. The
young couple emigrated in 1859'" and settled in
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Salt Lake City. Ebenezer had shown greal promise
ns oomusicion from his early years, and after moy-
ing 1o Utah e comtinued his musical training. He
evertully became a renowned director of the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir.*7 In fact, the current edi-
tion ol the LDS hymobook attributes the tunes of
thirteen hymns 1o Ebeneeer Beesley,'*® ineluding
Hymn no. 76, which is sung w o tune Beesley
named *Wooburn Green,' '

O 7 March 1852, the final nineteenth-century
Buckinghamshire branch of record was organ-
ised o Aylesbury, Like other Buckinghamshire
branches, this congregntion was located near the
boundory of snother county; Aylesbury 15 close to
the “tongue” of Hertfordshine, which comes within
o foew miles of the town, Like Simpson, member-
ship of the Aylesbury Branch did not result from o
migration of recently haptized members, but rmther
from the efforts of missionaries sent to the nnea.
One of these massionuries, Elder Job Smith, then
president of the Bedfordshire Conference, wrote of
the significant challenges they faced. His entry of
5 Mareh 1852 reads:

Went 1o Buckingham 1o visit Elder E.W. Tul-
lidge, one of the traveling elders sent from our
conference wt Bedford to rse up a branch of
the Church. Found him at the house of a duist. |
soon learned that he had forsaken his mission
and Mormonism; and thot he was now o dishe-
liever in all revealed religion. | reasoned with
him but soon found thot it was altogether in
vain, He expressed disbelicl in the Prophel
Joseph Smith, in the present authorities and the
whole system and in respect to God, be did not
kenow anyithing of him, but il he were consumed
in hell by him he would then rise up and damn
him.” At Brother Underwoods the same evening
1 excommunicated him from the Church. And
this at his own request. Next day proceeded 1o
Aylesbury where Elder [William] 5. Cope wus
laboring. He hod lnbored here eight months and
baptized 5 persons, A very dull prospect pre-
sented itself, but as a family that were scattered
at another place were about 1o move thither il
wits concluded to organize o branch which was
done the 7' [0f] March. 1 endeavored to get a
congregotion to preach to, by sending the bell-
mun round town, ete., but could not get anyhody
o come.

A month later, Elder Smith records:

Visited Brother Cope and in consequence of his
il health released im from this labors in the
ministry.... Next day proceeded to Buckingham.
Found Brother Underwood diseournped. Coun-
seled him Lo move 1o o branch of the Chureh; he
said he would, Mext day went to Aylesbury.
Found Brother Cope trying to heal up difficulties
in that young branch which he had raised, Here
we hud o meeting and cot afT two members
theit own request; ried (o do the best 1 could Lo
sel matters straight with them but 1 found that
the elements were not there for o good branch of
the Church, !

The Aylesbury Branch record, which covers the
yvears 18511853, only lists the nomes of three of
the first five members haptised by Elder Cope, cor-
roborating Smiths story of excommunication,'*?
Providentinlly, the ‘Tamily that was scattered at
another place”™ but which was ‘about 1o move
thither” wus the George Smith family. ™ As noted
previously, George had joined the Church a decade
carlier in Hemel Hempstend and served as the pres-
icdent of that branch. Mis family hod already lived at
Cireat Missenden from  1B38- 1540 and when he
returned there sometime after the organisation off
the Aylesbury Branch, he brought not only his large
family of twelve,'* but also his missionary zeal
and considerable church leodorship expericnce. He
had already brought nine people into the Hemel
Hempstead and Studham Branches,® and upon
arciving in Aylesbury, he brought an additionn] six-
teen people ioto the Church, including some of lis
own mily. His efforts helped the braneh o grow
from five members to thirly in fwo years.' ¥ As in
the other three branches examined above, most
missionary work and convert baptisms in the Ayles-
bury Braneh resulted from the elfors of native
English member-missionaries.

George Smith's missionury efforts olearly had a
positive effect on the general morale of the mem-
hers and missionaries, and made an impression on
the local communily. On Sunday, 12 December
1852, only seven months after the Smith family
relocated w0 COrent Missenden, Elder Job Smith
wrote, “Visited Brother George Smith of Great
Missenden, Held o meeting and had a good con-
gregation 1o hear me, Next day visited the saints at
Aylesbury' ™ On 16 January 1853, Elder Smith
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noted he had “received letters of success of Elder
[Richard] Aldridge in Ayleshury % who had bap-
tsed seven more people, On 29 Morch 1853 he
wrote: *Preached at Aylesbury. Drother Aldridge is
laboring here and in Buckingham, Next day pro-
ceeded o Buckingham. Found EW. Tullldge
rebuptized, married and housekeeping, and open-
ing his house for meeting, | was much pleased
with this, for although he broke loose before, he 18
o young man of singular and peculinrly adapled
talents, 139

Elder Job Smiths assessment ol Elder Tullidge
proved to be accurnte though perhaps only to a cer-
tain degree, Tullidge eventunlly emigrated to Amear-
ica, "™ and after areiving in Utah, he pursued an
ambitious career in publishing, both in Utah and on
the East Coast, His carcer had many ups and
downs, and sadly, towards the end ol his e he
Became destitute. While still a Maormon, he contin-
ved to publish articles and books hostile towards
the Clwrch and its leaders, He was Finally excom-
municated a second time, again at his own request.
Tullidge’s opinions vacilluted wildly, once more
repeating the Instability he had shown at Bucking-
ham. Yet Elder Smith was right to say that Tullidge
pussessed ‘peculinrly ndoapted talents,” which wouald
be demonstrated in his biographies of Joseph Smith
and Brigham Young, and perhaps most of all in his
History of Saft Lake City, 'V

In 1854 George Smith's family ol twelve — who
represented 40 percent of the membership of the
Aylesbury Brunch — emigrated at the request of
church leaders in Utah, and became the only mem-
bers listed in the Aylesbury Branch record to do
s0.'*2 George and Caroline eventually settled in
what they colled *Pleasant Valley,” Nevada, A blog-
raphical sketch of George reads: *Mr. Smith wos

one of the {irst, if not the first white man to settle
along the eastern base of the Sierra Nevada Moun-
tadns; and by indomitable will and great energy,
has accomplished what very few men could have
done, The danger surrounding such an early settle-
mient amorg the Indions cannot be fully por-
trayied." 14

Although official branch records indicate tho
only the Smith fomily emigrated, other sources
suppest there were al least Five other people who
joined this small branch and emigrated after 1854,
The Latter-day Sunts Millennial Star poid tribute
to a sister named Amelia Mary Champneys, born
in Ayleshury, Buckinghamshire, She died in
Opelen, Utah in 1893 ai the age ol 36, and was
reported (o hove been “a faithful Latter-day Saint’
her entire life. She emigrated with her husband,
Thomas, who was also n member,'™ In addition,
Robert Price and his older siblings Sumuel and
Mutilda emigrated in 1855, one yenr after the
Smiths, Robert was baptised at Great Missenden,
in 1853, and after emigrating, returned to England
lo serve as o missionary and upon his return (o
America was called as the bishop in Paris,
Idaho,'**

ANALYSIS
MISSIONARIES AND CONVERTS

As can be seen in Table |, missionary work and
convert baptisms in nincteenth-century Bucking-
lumshire followed a relatively consistent patiern.
Each branch began when missionaries from Amer-
ica converted a small group of key individuals who,
almost  immedistely  Tollowing  their  baplisms,
begun proselytizing their friends and neighbours.

TanLe | Buckinghamshire Convert Baptisms and Associated Missionary Efforts

Comverts by Converfy by Convirts- Total
Branch Newe Americun Native Mixxionary ) o y

Missionaries  Missionaries not fisted Membership
Eclesborough 149 125 19 163
Simpson 10 13 15 38
Waobirn 0 10 1 0
Ay lesbury 12 16 7 35
Tosals 50 [ 6l 52 266
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The initinl efforts of the American missioniaries
brought a small group into the Church and a branch
was formed; this was followed by a larger group of
converts resulting from the efforts of the newly
buptized “member-missionaries,’

This research not only tnkes into account those
who joined one of the fowr Buckinghamshire
branches for which records exist, but also those
who were born in Buckinghamshire but were mems-
bers of other branches elsewhere in England,'°

SEX AND AGE AT BAPTISM

The tahles below show the sex, gender and age of
members at the time of their baptism, The tolal
numbers in both choarts does not agree because
information regarding the age of each new convert
was not available.

Table 2 shows the jotal number of females
exceeding the total number of males by 6 percent,
Table 3 indicates that over 80 percent of converts
for whom this information was available were
acults al the time of their baptism,

Tuble 2 Gender of Convarts

Apie Number Percomt
Mule 175 47%
Female |94 3%
Total 369 | (i
TAULE 3 Agre at the Time of Baptism

Age Number Percem
H8-17 yrs, Old A= 9%
18-30 yr=. Old 23 41%
314 yrs, Old a0 4%
Totul 227 1 000

Economic CoNniTION OoF CONVERTS

Those joining the Church in Buckinghamshire
were almost exclusively from the poor or lnbouring
closses. Trode Directories provide one possible
source of informotion about those who joined the
Church but those published between 1847 and
|854 mention only ten of 369 identified mem-
bers 7 OF course, the directories include anly

those who belonged cither 1o the geniry class — of
whom none joined the Church — or who had busi-
nesses or professions, if only at a relatively humble
level. Siee only ten of the Buckimghamshire eon-
verls are included in the lstier colegory; the
remaining 359 must have come from the labouring
classes, whether skilled or unskilled.

The Mormon lmmigration  Index provides
another source of information on social and eco-
nomic status. Some of the occupations of aduli
members, taken from the index, are displayed in
Tuable 4. The largest single group of adult emigrants
(45 pereent) did not report an eccupation, OFf those
who did, only 20 percent reported one that wonld
have classified them as a “skilled laborer' ™ It is

TasLe 4 Oecupations of Buckinghamshire
Emigrants '+

Occupation Number

Linknown 75
Labourer 22
Spinster 19
Wile 19
Shoempker T
Widow 4
Farmer 3

Percentage

42%
12%
1%
1%
4%
2%
2%a

Artist, Baker,
Barmin,
Baskel Muoker,
Blaclksmith,
Bookkeeper,
Brick Layer,
Brick maker,
Carpenter,
Child, Draper,
Diriver,
Gardener,
Genernl Dealer,
Gireen Grocer,
Milkman,
Millwright,
Miner,
Minister, Pipe
Muaker, Pluiter,
Shepherd,
Watchman

Tetals

Either | or 2
people listed
each of these

179

Remaining
16%, but all of
them less than
1% by them-
selves, These
were the
*skilled
laborers.

1 CH%5
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important (o note that the Mormon Immigration
Index does not cover all who went to America.
Futhermore, the information 15 “skewed' by the fact
that, for obvious reasons, those who did not emi-
grate are excluded, There were clearly some who
were oo poor o emigrate and bence the proportion
ol really poor people among the Mormon converis
cold have been even higher.

As shown in Table 4, of the 369 members on
record, evidence could only be found documenting
the emigration of 179, or 49 percent, Missionary
correspondence suggests thot poverty was o mujor
factor in delaying or preventing emigration. On 4
February 1863, Elder Joseph Bull wrote:

In this conference, as well ns in many athers, the
Buints are poor s in regards o the goods of this
lifie... Though surrounded by poverty and hard
task-masters, with their attendant train of trying
circumstnnces. .. many are looking forward with
cager unxiety for the emigration season to open,
that they may gather (o the bosom of the Church.
That they may do so, nothing is being left untried
on their part which will help them to accomplish
this so-much-desired objecl. Several, who have
struggled with poverty for years, will have the
privilege of emigrating themselves with their

own means, hoving o rigid economy saved out of

their weekly pittances, through years of strog-
gling, sufficlent to sccomplish the much-desired
object, !0

This letter highlights severnd important poimis: (a)
the impoverished condition of many of the Saints,
() their near-universal desire to emigrate 1o Utah,
and (¢) the necessity for Saints to save for their own
travel, instead ol relying on charitable assisiunee,
Elder R. F. Meslen explained the difficully facing

the Saints seeking o acquire the resources necded
for emigrotion: *Saturdoy, March 24, [1871] found
mie visiting among the saints in Stony Stratford and
Deanshunger. In these places | found the saints
rejoicing in the work, and hoping fervently that their
way of deliverance might be shortly opened. They
seemingly have not poilen discournged concerning
gathering vel, although, so faras their own means is
concerned, their prospects nre not much brighter
than they were when 1 became aequainted with
them in 185550 Later in 1871, however, Elder
Gieorge W, Wilkin, also writing from Stony Strut-
ford, noted: 'The Saints, us 4 general thing, ure poor
to this worlds goods, but the greater portion of them
are rich in fmth, Quite o number hove emigroted
since my arrival, and mony more are expected (o go
this senson.' ' Despite their poverty, some pradu-
ally wequired sufficient money, On 29 October
1873, more than two yewrs alter Elder Wilkin wrote,
Elder Robert W. Heyborne reported .also from
Stony Strattord: *We have been able to emigrate 40
prrsons from the Conference for Utah, Considering
the small number in the conference, and the impoy-
erished condition of most of the saints, | feel highly
satisfied "' He wrote again on 23 April 1874:
*Considering the impoverished condition of the
muny of the saints through their imited wages, they
are domng well m saving means for emigration,
which will enable them, al no very distant future, to
affeet their deliveranee'™ Table 5 indicates the
percentuge of members who emigrated based on all
known sources of information,

Stories from the personal diories of these saints
give added insight into the conditions they were
up against, For example, Charlotte Johnson,
widow of Benjamin Johnson, was left with the
responsibility ol mjsin#_: nine  children  aped
between two and sixteen. ' Before he died, Ben-

TasLe 5 Percentage of Members Who Emigrated from 19" Century Branches

— . . Toral {#) and Y
Brapch Nanse Dete Orgunteed Mombership Emigrated
Edleshorough April 1, 1849 163 (771 47%
Simpson April |, 1849 38 (297 7%
Wooburn August 22, 1850 k1] (13) 43%
Ayleshury March 7, 1852 i5 (17) 49%
Yarious others 1842 on 103 (43) 42%
Totnls 364 (179) 49%
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Jumin gathered his fmily around him and said to
Charlotte: *Mother, when you sell what little prop-
erty we possess and pay off our debts you will
have enough money to take you and the children
to Utal. So after | die you take our family and o
Lltah where you can live with the Suaints and enjoy
the blessings there.''*® Following her husband’s
wishes, Charlotie sold their property and sent the
necessary money to the Mission Office, entrust-
ing it to a misslonary going to Liverpool and then
on to Ameriea. He agreed to open an gecount in
her name with the Emigration Fund., However,
when the missionary got to Liverpool, he kept the
money for himself and took it to Californin, After
wiiting eleven years to recoup her money, she had
no hope of emigrating. To her surprise, Elder
Frapklin [ Richards, President of the British
Mission, who had been made aware of her situa-
tion, made arrangements for the Johnson family to
emigrite, which they did in 1868,

There are nlso stories ol extrnordinary peneros-
itv. When Sister Ann Austin of Frithsden read in the
Millennial Star that part of the ship Minnesora had
been chartered Tor Mormon emigranis, she decided
that this was the vessel that would ke her family
to Americo. Unfortunately, the Austins did not have
the money. Not long before the Minnesora was due
to depart Bartel Turner, a neighbour from Ivinghoe,
surprised  them by offering o lend  them  the
money to emigmte. At first Brother Austin hesi-
tated to accept this generous offer, but finally
became convinced that his family’s prayers were
being answered in a miraculous way. As a result of
Brother Turner’s generosity, John and Ann Austin
and thelr ten children sailed from Liverpool, on 22
June 1868.197

Recent converts were not alone in their struggle
to raise sufficient funds to emigrate. Expected to
proselytize on the New Testament model, without
‘purse or serip,'™® full-time missionaries were
glmost completely reliant on charitable offerings
for their daily sustenance, as well os sufficient
funds for emigration, One historian noted o “sys-
tematic fund-rnising was undertaken in behalf of
glders returning to Zion ... Local converts who
spent their full time in the ministry were not always
so fortunate. .. but they were asually able ol least o
borrow the means o emigrate.”*® This appears 1o
be the cose with the missionaries who served in
Buckinghamshire, Elder Job Smith wrote about his
Fund-raising elforts lor the returning American

missionary, John Spiers: ‘Hoving walked thither
the two previous days.... In all of these places |
asked the Saints to raise funds to assist Elder Spiers
to emigrate, as he was liberated to return to the val-
ley.... | therefore labored faithfully to render him
pssistance, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdoy visited
the brunches of Luton, Hensworth, and Eaton Bray,
holding meetings and roising  funds  for Br,
Spiers) '™ The collection began on 24 October
1851 and Splers emigrmted by 10 January 1852,
However, when Elder Thomas Squires, a local con-
vert who served as o full-time missionory  for
‘many years” expressed a desire o emigrate, he had
to wait longer, although means for his emigration
were eventunlly provided. His life sketeh records:
‘Finally the authorities of the Chureh. .. gave him
the privilege of emigrating 1o Zion, The conference
over which he presided furnished the menns to
defray the expenses of the journey.”'®!

Table & shows the percentage of the total popu-
lation of villuges and towns who were members of
the Church — and i based on the 1851 British Cen-
sus returns'™ and  branch  tecords  previously
cited.'® It is important 1o note, however, that (n)
not all towns and villages are represented because
many had no Church members who either lived or
were borm there, (b) there were many members of
the Chureh for whom information as w place of
birth or residence is not recorded, (c) many mem-
bers of the Church, purticulurly in the Edlesbor-
ough Branch, cite a town or village outside
Buckinghomshire as their place of birth, and (d;}
membership records are inconsistent in that some
include place of birth, others place of residence,
and some neither. OF the 369 recorded members of
the Church with ties (o Buckinghamshire, 207 full
inte one of the following categories: (n) docu-
mented residents  of  Buckinghnmshire  who
attended o Buckinghamshire branch (b) attendees
of o branch located in Buckinghamshire who were
not residents or natives of Buckinghamshire, or (c)
attendees of branches outside of Buckinghamshire
but natives or residents of the county.

The village with the highest percentuge ol mem-
bers af the Church was Sherington (3.4 percent)
where the Church in Buckinghamshire hod its
beginnings, Wallon was o close second, with 3.2
percent of the total population joining the Church,
Interestingly, Sherington and Walton are near coch
other and these members would have belonged 1o
the Simpson Branch, which also had the highest
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TanLe & Percentage of the Total Population who were Members of the Church

Loearion Torad Populatton  Toral Members Pervent
Addingion 71 | 1 4%
Aylesbury 6043 I (.2%
Buckingham 3390 7 0.2%
Buckland il | 3 0.5%
Cheddington 630 3 0.5%
Cuddington 623 l 0.2%
[renham 062 2 0.2%
Dorney 355 1 3.1%
Claydon(s) 13495 2 10.1%
Edlesborough | 558 14 0.9%
Eton 3706 9 0.2%
Fawley 254 1 0.4%
Fenny Stratford Bl | 0. 1%
Frithsden 269 1 0.4%
Great Brickhill 729 | (1%
Great Horwond R34 2 0. 2%
Cirenl Missenden 2096 [}, (3,51
Tigh Wycombe TIT8 2 less than 0.1%
Ivinghoe 18594 9 0.5%
Mursh Gibbon S | 1%
Mursworth 463 I 2%
Milion Keynes 117 | 0.3%
Monks Rishorough 1064 | less than 0.1%
Mursley 553 2 0.4%
Mewpaort Pngnel] ins| 3 less than 0, 1%
Morth Crawley 914 5 0.5%
Morthall 446 - 0.8%
Olney 2331 13 0.6%
Padbury ] 2 0.3%
Pilstone 427 1 0.2%
'rinces Rishoro 2318 2 less than 00, 1%
Sherington 384 13 3.A4%
Simpson 540 T | 3%
Slapton 17 2 (6%,
Stewkley 1432 T 0%
Stony Stratford 1757 4 (0.2%
Turville 430 2 (5%
Walton 05 3 3.2%
Weedon 793 I 1%
Wing 1376 2 . 1%
Winslow 1R0S5 3 (.2%
Wolverton 2070 i 0.4%
Wonburn 2025 20 1.0%
Tital HlOR7S 207 (L3%
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emigration mie (76 percent), Dormey, in the south-
ern extreme of Buckinghomshire, had 3.1 percent
of its total population on the records of the Church.
However, these members did not attend o Bucking-
hamshire branch, but ruther the one based ot Wind-
gor. The only other places with more thon one
percent church members were Addimgion and
Simpson — whose members would  have also
atiended the Simpson Branch - and  Wooburn
Green, whose members constituted the Wooburn
Braneh. All other towns had less than one percent
of thiir totul population recorded as membaers of
the Chureh in 1851, the only census year that coin-
cides with all extant church records,

The pavcity of exasting church, emigration, and
other recards makes it impossible (o know exactly
low many people from Buckinghamshire "escaped
Babylon® to help build “Zion'. Toduy the LDS
Church no longer expects membership to emigrate
and there are five ‘hively’ congregations m Ayles-
bury, High Wycombe, Leighton Buezard, Milton
Keynes and Bletchley. Members embrace the same
fuith and revelations that come to Buckinghomshive
natives over one hundved and Mty vears ago. The
only differance is that Saints nre pow expected o
stay in thelr own countrles and o buaild “Zion’
wherever they live,

MoTES

l. The departure of & Mormon codgrnt ship
from London was something of a rarity, 1t had
been intended that the emigrants should leave
from  Liverpool, the more wsual port of
embarkation. Tn the words of the Milfeanial
St

‘Indeed, the chartering of this vessel was not o
matter of choice but of necessity, We could nol
obtain u vessel in the port of Liverpool suitable
o our purpose — vessels of this descriplion
being almost unprecedentedly  scarce  this
spring, and we were, therefore, compelled to
gor oy Lancdan,’

It was only shortly before the Amazcn was due
o depart that the party learned of a prophecy
miade some years earlier by Elder Eli B Kelsoy,
At a public meeting in London, he had pre-
dicted ‘ships should yet leave that port filled
with Saints emigrating to Zion', ‘Thus were
circwmstances overruled o bring to pass the
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fulfillment of the words of a servamt of God!”
{“The Last Ships of the Season, Millenniol
St Jume 20, 1863, 393),

. Charles Dickens, The Wreitings of Charles

Dickens: With Critical and Bibliographical
Fitroeluctions and Noves by Edwin Percy Whip-
ple and Others (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1894, 27,202,

. “The Last Ships of the Season,” Millenmial St

June 20, 1863, 395-96,

. Mormon Immigration Index (Salt Lake City,

Utnh: Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-doy
Saims, 2000), available on-ling at the Family
Iistory Library, Salt Loke City

o The Docrrine and Covenanis of the Church of

Jdeses Chrdst of Latter-day Saints, conlaining
He revelations given to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, with some additions by his successors in
the Presidency of the Clurch, (Salt Lake City:
The Church of lesus Christ of Latter-doy
Sainls,  1989), 298, This revelation  was
received in September of 1830, just five
months after the organization of the Church,

. Bee, for example, Sam Hamerman, *The Mor-

mon Missionaries in England, 1837-1852.
(MA Thesis, University of California, Berke-
ley, 1937, 3334, 38, 44, 4647 and Norman
Hill, "The Trumpet to Zion: Mormon Conver-
sion and  FEmigration in Britain' Tengents
A Spring 1975):04,

. The Doctvine and Coverants, 133:7-10. This

revelation was received mm MNovember 1831,
and pre-dated any missionary activity in Eng-
lanicl.

A, Taylor, Expeciations Westward, (Mew

York: Cornell University Press, 1966), 122,

. Taylor, Expecrations Wesiward, 122, 144,
CCorrespondence,’ Milleandel Star, Aprll 6,

|B41, 222-23,

. Bee ‘Correspondence,” Millennial Star, June 1,

1861, 349 ond April 6, 1841, 222,

. Bee ‘Correspondence,” Millennial Star, February

16, 1861, 111 and March 23, 1861, 190-191,

, The term *‘Mormon' is the most frequently

used reference o both the Church and mem-
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Suints, probably because of the book of scrip-
ture these Christions embrace, in addition 1o
the Holy Bible, entitled *The Book of Mor-
mon' The book takes 15 name from o man
named Mormon, who was an ancient proplict-
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