MEDIEVAL FEATURES AT THE BUNGALOW,
ICKFORD ROAD, SHABBINGTON

SARAH COLES AND STEVE PRESTON
with contributions by

PAUL BLINKHORN, LUCY CRAMP, STEVE FORD,
CLAIRE INGREM AND JENNIFER LOWE

A snvall area excavation on the edige of Shabbington revealed a swccession of ditches, duting
sarinly from the 1 2th and 13th centuries, The main ditches may be marking an early road line
heading west, further north than the modern road. The site was not occupied but appears 1o
fiave been on the very edge of the village in this period, which probably saw its greatest west-
wardys extent, with fate 13th- or early [dth-contury contraetion folfowing, Small axsemblapes of
pattery and animal bone form the min finds from the yite,

INTRODUCTION

Thames Villey Archaeological Services carried out
an excavation ot The Bungalow, lckford Road,
Shabbington, Buckinghomshine over the exception-
wlly wet winter of 2004/5. The exenvation wis
required 1o fulfil a planning condition, as o previ-
ous evaluntion by Oxford Archaeology had shown
that medieval femtures survived on the site (OA
2004},

The site was o roughly rectangular plot of land
on the north side of lekfond Road ot the western
gilge of the village of Shabbington (8P 6650 0695),
near the river Thame which forms the boundary
between Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire (Fig,
1), The site covers approximately (.25 hectares and
lies at 68m ADD. Geological maps (BGS 1994)
indicate that the underlying geology of the low spur
on which Shobbington sits is Kimmeridge Clay
exposed through a deposit of 3rd terrace gravel, in
i broad loop of the Thume; the geology observed
on site was o grey clay,

Ogcecasional Roman pottery finds are reported
from the villoge, but there is no record of any
Suxon materinl. The medieval manor house may
have been located south of the church. The site is
on the fringe of the medieval village. Earthworks
representing elements of the medieval village sur-
vive i a number of places, notably in the now-
emply spuce between the church and the river,
while the site itsell backs onto medieval ridge and
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furrow, regarded as being among the county’s more
significant survivals of this type.

*Shabbington® is an Old English (Anglo-Saxon)
place-name, based on the otherwise unrecorded
personal nome Scebba or Scoebba, It 1s first
recorded in Domesday Book (AD 1086), when it
had become Sebintone and was one of the exten-
sive holdings of Miles Crispin, Nincteen taxpayers
and six slaves are registered, there was a mill,
meadow, fishery and extensive woodland for pigs.
This suggests o prosperous medium-sized manor
by comparison with others in the aren (Williams
and Martin 2002, 412}, The manor was controlled
for some tme by the Enights of the Hospital of Si
John at Jerusalem, but livde is known in detail of
the early history of the village and its apparently
simple layout may mask underlying complexity (D.
Rudfond pers, comm, ).

THE EXCAVATION

The excavation comprised a machine-stripped area
ol 1110 sq m around three sides of the demaolished
bungulow (Fig. 2). The site was crossed by modern
field drains. For clarity, these nre not shown on
Figure 2, except where they obscured stratigraphic
relationships, Almost all of the features excovated
were ditches, with just a few pits; all date to a fairly
short span between the late 1 Tth and 131 or 14
cenluries ADL

Aldmost all the archaeological features had silled
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up naturnlly with grey-brown silty elay almost
indistinguishable, both from one mnother and from
the natural clays, Compounded with wet weather,
and frequent Mooding of cut features, defining fea-
tures and relationships was difficult. Unless other-
wise noted, fills were variations an grey-brown or
grev-green silty cloy or clay silt, Fentures show
some discontinuiy either side of the unexcovated
portion on the footprint of the demolished bunga-
low, but it is possible that the linear features would
have joined up.

Three phoses can be distinguished on cernmic
grounds. Ceramic phase | (CP1) dates to the 11ih
century, Mo features are certninly of this date.
Ceramic phase 2 (CP2) providing the bulk of the
pottery and of the sile features dates [rom the lale
L 1h to the 1200 century. The latest pottery reaching
the site dutes (o the 13th or 14th centuries (CP3).

Dimensions of the main linear features are given
in Table 1.

TanLe | Dimensions of linear features

Clull/Dited) Depih (m) Width fm)
f 013 0.38

7 .08 (.60

] .10 (.40

25 0.8 1.25
|0y (.45 0.67
101 .60 0.99
1000 0.19 0.37
[0t2 044 1.14
002 (.44 .14

[ (03 0.45-0.63 1.00
104 0.22 0.44-0.66
1005 018 0.70
1009 0.33 0.80
1012 0.20 0.50
1013 .34 1.51
HES 0.45 0.80
lo1s 0.25 0.70

Phase 1: 11th century AD

Amorphous natural feature 49 contamed just two
sherds of pottery which could place it in this phase.
Gully 7 also contained Phuse 1 pottery, although it
wiis recut (6) in Phase 2. Along the southern edpe of
the site, ditch 100 contnined three sherds of CPI
pottery and no luter Tinds, but this feature 15 consid-
ered on other grounds o belong in Phase 2 (below),

Phase 2; Inte 11th to 12th centnry AD

Ditch 1003 wos the first in a series of fentures
marking and remarking a boundary, roughly 23m
north of the present leklord Road, and broadly par-
allel 1o i, which continued oul of the site 1o the
east, Only 3.6m ol 1003 was exposed, aligned
ESE-WNW, ond it terminoied at the point where it
was loter cot by ditches 1006, 1007 and 1002,
Thirty-one sherds of pottery were retrieved from
the fill of excavated segment 9, Ditch 1003 had
here been recut (10043, Where it terminated (200 it
wis slightly deeper und here the fill incorporated a
number of lorge unworked sub-angulor fragments
of limestone but mo other finds, Tts recut (04) ter-
minated (18) marginally north of 20 on the same
line, From the excavated segment 106 came over 61
pottery sherds, a small amount of bone and two
struck Rints, while the lerminus (18] produced jus!
three sherds of pottery but substantially more bone,
The pottery from ditches 1003 and 1004 ploces
their filling in the 11th century, although 1004 also
cantpined some earlier material, suggesting it may
have redelined an eorlier feature on the same line,

Ciully 10 eontinued the line of 1004 west into the
unexcavated arcn. Although the features here were
shallow enough that it 15 possible that these 1wo
were once continuous, the gap of 14m belween
them appears to have been an entrunce, correspon-
ding to the possible lerminus of ditch 1013 {21).
The (relative) density of finds at this proposed
entrance suggests the termini were mdeed renl, A
sieved sample from the fill of gully 10 contained 16
tiny crumbs of pottery, two flints and some tny
unidentifiable animal bone, It is just possible that a
similarly shallow feature 1o the west (36) could be
the terminus of one or other of the pollies or
ditches on this alignment.

Diteh 1000 perpendicular to the road, entered the
site from the north edge aligned NE-5W and
petered out some | Lm in. The {ill af excavated seg-
mant 37 contnined o worked lint and 4 sherds of
potiery, the Iatest of which suggest o CP2 date for
its filling. No terminus was visible. It could be the
west side of an enclosure whose south side was
formed by 1004, or its successars,

Along the southern edge ol the site ditel 100 and
its recut (101) were roughly parallel to 1013 to the
north: 1013 wos probably first cut m this phase,
although its ills belong w0 CP3. 1 they were con-
temporary, these could mark the opposite sides of
gither a small enclosure (17m across) or o broad
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Figure 3 Selected sections

droveway. In this case, the three CP1 sherds in 100
would be residunl. Tt is unlikely that 100 or 101
joined ditch 25 further east (see below) but both
could have been ditches on the north side of lek-
ford Road, implying that its course was already in
place al this time. However, the preferred explona-
tion of ditches 100 and 101 is as defining the south
of the original road, with diteh 1003 along the north
side, placing the 12th-century road line further
norih than the modern route,

Al the south of the site, and extending further
south, pully 1005 and its recut (1015) were both
shallow and just 2.50m of each was visible in the
excavated area. Each produced a handful of pottery
sherds and a fow bone frogments, but 1015 also
contained an iron nail and on unidentified iron
lomp and some fragments of unworked sandstone,
Two very similor gullies (6 and 7)) parallel to this
ling 13m to the east were. Their relationship was
unclear but gully 6 produced over thirty sherds of
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CP2 pottery and gully 7 just two, of CPL. These
forur smnll features could predate the road and they
could even have been deliberately filled to make
way for it

Gully 1015 also cut through o feature {257 of
which 3.10m lay within the excavation. Is [l con-
tained o few sherds of pottery, 3 struck flints and 50
fragments of animal bone (many tiny),

Gully 1009 bore no close relationship 1o the
alignments of the other main ditches, 11 was 13m
long in the western portion of the site, and may
hove joined a 2m gully (1) in the eastern portion.
Sepment 2 contained smoll guantities of poltery
and animal bone and while its terminal (3) had
maore, much of this is accounted for by tiny scraps
From the sleved sample,

Pits 14, 15, 16, 23 and 30 were all intercut in
roughly the same position, pit I6 ot 0.45m being
the deepest and latest. All contained pottery of CP2
but little hone and no other finds, A feature
recorded gs pit 21, just south of this intercut com-
plex, was only partiolly revealed ngainst the baulk;
it was 16 by LODm and 0.54m deep with two
fills, containing pottery and some bone, It is possi-
hle that it was o terminus of ditch 1013 but it was
muih deeper, and its limited dating evidence seems
to be earlier than ditch 1013, Pit 48, isolated o the
wesl side of the site, wos 0.70m in dinmeter and
(L20m deep. Tt yielded just three sherds of pottery
and one lint,

Phase 3: 13th or Lhh century AD

The major features on the site were ditches 1012,
1013 nnd 1014, crossing the western half of the site
roughly east (o west, and continuing (o the west. As
noted above, these seem 1o have been cut nlong the
north side of o road, and diteh 1013 was the origi-
nal line. No relationship was determined between
1012 nod 1004, these two could have been contem-
porary, but successive recutting seems more lilkely.
Linfortunstely, o modern field dmin  followed
almost exnctly the line of the edge between 1013
and 1014, All of these diiches contained sone
struck Mint, animal bone and pottery. The potlery
consisted mainly of CP2 materinl but with a few
relutively lorge CP3 sherds in segments 4, 40 and
42, It is likely that the ditch was originally defined
in Phase 2 but had an extended life before finally
Filling up in Phase 3, This would allow it to be con-
temporary with more or less all the other ditches,
which are all laid out around it.

Difch 1002 morked o z-shaped line ot the
extreme cast of the site, continuing further east,
essentally redefining the line of ditch 1003, but a
litthe further south. A 15m length was exposed and
forty sherds of potiery and & small amount of bone
curne from two excavated segments. This line wis
re-marked o number of times, but the finol defini-
tion of the boundary (1006) did not include the
eastwards extension. All of the ditches along this
line yielded animal bone, pottery, und the terminal
of 1001 contained the site’s only oyster shell. The
lntest pottery in ditches TOOT and 1002 belongs in
CP3 but most of the materinl in ol these ditches
would be counted as CP2 were it not for the strati-
graphic sequence. As with many of the ditches, i is
likely that this boundary had o long life, spanning
Phases 2 and 3, the latest pottery only representing
the date of its final [ling,

Cullies 1010 and 1011 crossed each other al
right ungles at the western edge of the site, 1010
clearly cutting 1011, Both produced small quanti-
ties of poltery nnd bone; terminus 35 of gully 1010
wlso hnd o tiny lump of iron, and 1011 produced
three struck flints. These shallow features may be
no more than wheel rts,

Linphased

Post holes 46 and 47 formed a pair, both 0,28m in
dinmeter, but it is unclear whit structure ey may
have supported. A number of possible features
imvestigated were probably tree throw holes.

THE FINDS

Potiery by Panl Blinkhorn

The pottery nssembloge comprised 650 sherds with
o {otal weight of 6,602 (Table 2 and Fig. 4), The
estimated vessel equivalent (EVE), by summation
of surviving rimsherd cireumference was 5.08, The
majority of the material dates from o, ADIOTS
1400, and appears to be dumps of domestic refuse
from the nearby village, The ronge of fabrics ond
vessels is typical of sites of the period, apart from a
single sherd of Thetford ware, a rare import from
East Anglia, The bulk of the assemblage was from
relatively loenl sources such s Oxford and Brill,
although material from Northamptonshire, New-
bury and the Cotswolds region were also noted.
These are not unusual in Oxfordshire and Bucking-
hamshire, Three residual sherds (13g) of Roman
potlery woere present,
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Figure 4 Medieval pottery (details in text)

Falrics

The medieval assemblage comprised some types
which nre well-known in Buckinghamshire and
others which nre common finds in Oxfordshire,
Consoguently, the Buckinghmmshire types were
recorded wsing the coding system of the Milton
Keynes  Archaeological Unit  type-series (e
Mynard and Zeepval 1992, Zeepvat et af. 1994),
here prefixed with ‘MK, whereas the Oxlordshire
types utilized the coding system and chronology of
the Oxfordshire County type=-series (Mellor 19594,
prefixed with "OX",

ME19: Stamfard Ware. ¢ AD 200-1200, 4 sherds,
2lp, EVE=10,

SNCT: 81 Newois Ware, ¢ AD 900-1200. 16
sherds, 100g, EVE = 0,08,

MS3: Medieval Grey Sandy Wares, Mid | 1th —
lnte 14th century. 23 sherds, 210g, EVE = 0,29,
MC3: Medieval Shelly ware, AD 1100-1400, 4
sherds, 112g, EVE=0,19,

MCY: Brill/Bocrstall Ware, e. AD 120071600,
40 sherds, 660, EVE = 1.08,

OXAC: Cotswolds-type ware, c. AD 975-1150,

107 sherds, 1,159, EVE =0.73,

OXBF: Newburp-type warre, AD 1050-14(4), 52
sherds, 838g, EVE = (.28,

OXY: Oxford ware, Late 11th
400 sherds, 3,519g, EVE =231,

14th cemury.

Also present was:

Thetford-type ware, 1Uth — 121k century (Roger-
son and Dallas 1984) Range of reduced, wheel-
thrown and  hand=fimshed  [wbrcs  ouanly
comprising quartz sand up o Imm. Produced af
many centres in oeastern Englond (e, Hurst
1976}, although most appear o be products of
the eponymous Norfolk centre.

The range of fabric types 15 fairly typical of sites on
the Oxfordshire-Buckinghanmshire border. It com-
prises pottery types which are well known in
Oxlordshire, such as Cotswolds-lype ware, New-
bury wure and Oxford ware, and others which are
common  in Buckinghamshire,  particularly
Medieval Grey Sandy wore, Medieval Shelly ware
and  Stomford ware. Other wares, such os
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TapLE 2: Potlery catalogue

SNCH THET  OXAC MR OXHEF Mad xy MCT MY i
F Context No Wr Neo B Ne I Ne W0 No B Ne W Noo W Neo W0 Noo W0 Ne W Daile
0 Wws 23 1 IH 2 19 § 9 ¥ O3l LS
2 54 3 cp2
3 55 | 1 I 6l 9 17 CP2
4 b 5 355 I 5 & 40 15 122 1 35 Pl
5 57 | 25 3 4 T¥4 | 62 43 255 1 21 95k CP3
f 58 2 565 9 T cp2
7 39 2 13 P
E i i @6 I 5 & 353 o9 Pl
“ il 6 M £ L i B £ CPr2
I 8 [ E Ccpr2
|2 in] I 6 2 2l cp2
I3 s 1 48 cpr2
|4 fi 3 12 7 13 & cp2
|5 i T & T 1 &6 cp2
6 69 ER i M Cp2
I Tib I 2 1 IR 15 |0H 9 90 4 46 71 674 1 12 Cp2
I7 71 i 5l CPl
17 7 | 2 CPI
1% 73 1 1 2 10 cpr2
49 74 2 5 e 213 2
21 Tt T 66 659 15 149 Cpr2
- 3 7 38 2 g P2
2 7 1 63 cp2
23 i 1 ¥ I > cp2
24 R 5 20194 5 46 cpl
a5 Bl 1 1l Cp2
] 4 18 cp2
a7 LE] I | Cpr2
M w4 1 I B Cp2
il R7 I3 i 13 4 1) 1 2 Cprl
az Y 4 14 & 16 7T 2—5 L 82]
i3 L 2235 CP3
4 a0 3 I R P
a5 a1 4 H 1 45 9 69 cr2
b 92 2 5 P2
a7 3 | 5 3 14 P2
ik 99 [ Cpl
< 4 - I 135 I 21 1 4 CP3
42 At ] 12 - i 19 9 140 1 2 3 40 17T OF3
i 97 I la or2
45 04 2 2 2 8 1 2 CPR
Ak 154 112 2 Ia crz2
a0 |55 I & 13 CPla
100 156 [ i el
3 139 | 12 11 T 51 cr3
105 161 116 23 Cr3
o6 62 7 I8 4 I8 2 16 4 5 3 @ 42 443 Cr2
Tatal 16 100 T 31 1071158 4 21 52 R3B 23 210 4003519 4 112 40 660 3 13

Brill/Boarstnll ware, are well-known in both, The
sherd of Thetford ware is a rre {ind in either
county.

The St. Neots and Stwmford wares oll appear (o
be types that date to aller AD 1000, The former is
mainly Denham's (1985) type TH2), dateable 1o

AD 1000-1200, and the lutter comprised entirely
glazed sherds, typical of the products of the indus-
try after the lote 10th century (Kilmurry 1980),

It would appear that there was very little signifi-
cant activity at the site before the last quarter of the
[1th century. Just twelve sherds of pottery can be
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tabik 3 Ceramic Phase dating scheme and pottery oceurrence per phase

Phase Date Range Defining Wares
Pl 1000-1075* ME19, SNCT, OXAC
CPla 1050-1075 OXBF, M53
CP2 1075-1200 OxY

CP3 12001400 MCo

No W (i) EVE Mean Sherd Wt
10 92 - 92
2 11 - 5.5z
jug 3970 2.90 Q.9g
219 2378 218 92

TanLe 4 Vessel occurrence per cernmic phase, in EVE

op Jars Bowls Jugrs ther* Thtal EVE
CP2 87.9%  12.1% = lamp 290
CP3 404%  5.0%  54.6% 2.18
Totul 343 .46 1.19 =

*represented by non-rimsherds

dated to the period AD 1O00- 1075, and the pottery
from that period is all ware types that were manu-
Faetured until the lnter years of the 12th century. No
pottery can be confidently doted later than the 14th
century, All the Brill/Boarstall wares are typical of
the earlier rather than the later life of the industry,
and later medieval wares of other types are entirely
nbsent.

Vessel Use

The assemblage was limited to jars, bowls and jugs,
with the exception of a single fragment of a spike
lamp in fabric OXHBF, Table 3 shows the vessel
oecurrence datn for the two main phases. The pat-
tern is foirly typical of medieval sites; jurs domi-
nate the earlier phase, with small quantities of
bowls present, but during the 13th and 14h cen-
luries, jugs become much more common, Jug
rimsherds were absent from CP2, but a few frag-
ments of handles and plazed body sherds from
OXY tripod pitchers were noted. The data for CP3
are probably a little distorted by the presence of a
large Frugment of o Brill/Boarstall jug with 1 com-
plete rim.

There is no reason to believe that this group orig-
inated ot anything other than a domestic site of no
great status. Certainly, the pottery was in genemnlly
imod condition, and the bulk of the sherds fresh
with little evidence of redeposition, other than
some of the residual matenal, Residunlity was gen-
erally low, and there were no cross-fits between
contexts, suggesting linle disturbance of deposits,

It is likely that most, il not all the pottery represents
dumps of material from the clearance of domestic
middens from the nearby villoge.

Ceragmic Phase I e, AD 1iN-1075)

It is possible that all the contexts given this date are
later, but lack contemporary wares, as there are no
more than four sherds in any one context, Tt mainly
comprises bodysherds of Cotswolds ware, Stam-
ford ware ond St Neots ware, with one extremely
small sherd of Newbury ware,

Cerantic Phase 2 {e. AD 1075-1200)

This phase produced the largest assemblage, domi-
nuted by Oxford ware, which made up 61.6% of the
phase group by weight, with Cotswolds waore
(22.8%) and MNewbury ware (9.7%) making up
most of the rest, along with small quantiies of
Medieval Grey Sandy ware (2.1%), Shelly ware
(1.7%), Stamford ware (0.5%), 5L Neots ware
(0.7%) and Thetford ware (0.8%). Only jars and
bowls were represented by rims, but o hondle and
glazed bodysherds from Oxford ware tripod pitch-
ers were also noted. A single small sherd from a
probable spike lamp in Newbury ware was also
jresent,

This mean sherd weight for the phuse group, 9.9g
is fairly average, although a few vessels were rep-
resented by lwope fropments, These include a full
profile of g shaollow Cotswolds ware bowl, a jor in
the same fabric with combed decomtion, and a
near-complete profile of an Oxford ware jar,
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Ceramic Phase 3 fe, AD [200-1400)

The mean sherd weight was again not particularly
high, The phase sees the introduction of Bl
Bourstall ware, which makes up 26.1% of the phase
group, but Oxford ware is still the dominant labric
(41.0%). The minor wares of the previous phase are
still well represented, with Newbury ware compris-
g 18.1% ond Cotswolds ware 6.0%, Medieval
Sandy Grey 5.3% and Shelly wares 1.1%. The
increase in the use of Newbury wire s almost cer-
tainly due to the fact thot Cotswolds ware had
fallen from use by this time. Some residun] wares
were ilso present: St Meots wore (1.2%), and
Roman wares (0.5%)

Vessels were limited 1o jurs, bowls and jugs, with
Jugs the dominant type from the dmsherd evidence,
although this is weighted by the presence of a lorge
fragment of the upper half of a Brill/Boarstall jug
with a complete rim. Glazed sherds of Oxford ware
Jugs were also noted, Otherwise, the assemblage
comprised plain bodysherds,

Hlustrated medieval pattery (Fig, 4)

1: Gully 1004, segment |06, ill 62, OXY, Mear full
profile of a jar Pale grey fabrie, outer surface
extensively sooted below the shoulder and on the
outer rim . 2 Gully 6, Fill 58, OXALC, Rim and
shoulder of decorated jar, Grey fubric with browner
outer surfoce. Patches of sooting on the rim. 3:
Ciully -6, fill 58, OXAC, Full profile of a bowl,
Cirey fabric with brown surfaces, 4: Ditch 1002,
segmnent 33, 1111 89, MC9. Large frugment of upper
part of jug. Buff fabric with darker surfaces.
Glossy, apple green glaze with green and brown
vopper=strealking,

Struck flint by Steve Ford

Two Mint flakes and five spalls (picces less than
A 20mm)  were recovered, all in medieval
deposits, The Nakes are likely to be of Neolithic or
Bronze Age date: the spalls may be of the same
date, but could be accidental by-products of the
digging of ditches in medieval tdmes. These Few
flints point 1o some prehistoric use of the area
which is relatively significant, os int is not abun-
dantly available,

Metalwork by Jennifer Lowe

Six iron objects were retrieved: three nails, two
unidentified lumps and one knife blade frngment
from gully 49,

Animal Remains by Claire Ingrem

Animal hone was recovered ftom o variety of fea-
tires Including ditches, gullics and pits Tfrom all
three phases, The bones were identified in the Lab-
orotory for Zooarchoeologieal Research at the Uni-
versily of Southamplon using the CAAA standard
methodology (nd). A total of 445 fragments was
recovered by hand collection of which 58% are
identifinble; a lTurther 34 idemtifiable ragments
derive Trom sieved samples (Table 5). Overall the
pssembloge Is dominated by cattle and coprines
with pig also well represented: other domestic ani-
mutls — horse, dog and galliform (probably domes-
tic fowl) — are present in small numbers, Evidence
for the exploitation of wild animals consist of only
twor fish bones, The amphibian bones most proba-
bly represent natural fatolities of animals thot fell
into pits and became trapped. The archive contains
the (very limited) metrical, anatomical, ageing and
other data not presented here.

Plase 2 (AD 1075-1201)

Hall of the identifiable sssembloge came from
Phase 2. The major domesticated food animals -
cattle, caprines and pig — are almost equally repre-
sented, although fragments in the large size mam-
mul eategory are much more numerous than those
of the madium size colegory,

The cottle assemblage, from a variety of contexts
and fentures, is comprised almost entirely of cra-
ninl elements. The caprine and pig remnins also
came from a variety of feature types but, in con-
trast, are represented by o wider range of elements.
Maost of the sheep/gont bones derive from the lower
limbs whilst pig is also represented by mojor meat-
bearing bones such as the scopuln and pelvis. Most
of the horse remains came from gully 1004 (73).
These include a maxilla, loose maxillary 1eeth, and
proximil and distal Hbiae,

An adull cattle mandible provides an estimoted
ape at death of 6-8 years, and two third mandibu-
lar molars belong to cattle estimated to hove been
shaughtered at 2-3 years of age, Unfused proximal
and distal epiphyses an the horse tibine provide evi-
dence that ot least one animal died before reaching
two vears of age, Similarly, an unfused distal cottle
tibia indicates the slaughter of one cow/steer al less
thon three yeors of pge whilst g proximally fused
first phalanx otiests o the presence of cattle older
than twenty months, The only evidence for the age
of caprines comes [rom o distally lused metucarpal,

(11
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TanLe 5 Animal bone species representation by phase (NISP)

a) hand collected material

Ceric phase ! la 2 3 Unphased  Total
Huorse l 7 | | 18]
Cattle 3 l 17 12 7 40
Sheap | 1 | 3
Sheep/goat 1 1 11 13 7 33
Pig 2 12 b 5 25
Dog 10 1]
Cialliform 1 1
Bird 1 |
Rana sp. | | 2
Armphibion 11 1 21
Large size mammal | 52 28 3 54
Medium size mammal 16 i 3 el
Unidentifiable 10 3 07 26 41 |86
Tostal 19 5 237 104 80 445
Total identifinbla 9 2 130 T8 40 259
%y identifiable 47 40 55 75 50 3R
h) sieved samples

Ceramic phase ! 2 3 Unphased Total
Cattle | 1 1 3
Sheep/goar 1 4 2 7
Pig | 2 3
Dog | I
Cialliform | |
Fish 1 | 2
Amphibion 1 1
Medium size mammaol ] 2 1]
Large size mammal 4 2 [0
Unidentilinble 28 54 10 59 276
Total 0 L 115 64 30
Total identilinhle 2 17 10 5 14
T fedeniifichle 7 i7 LY & i

an element that fuses between twenty ani twenty-
four months. That pigs were killed both before and
alter reaching two yeurs of ape is also evideneed by
the presence of a fused and an unfused distal pig
tibin.

The anly specimen in the assemblage o display
evidence for butchery is a pig scapuln from this
phase, that has tronsverse cuts on its laternl edge.
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Phase 3 (ADI200-1400)

Eighty-eight identifinble fragments of animal bone
wore recovered from Phase 3 deposits, The remains
of caprines slightly outnumber those of cattle
whilst pig is less frequent. The cattle assembloge
conlains a more even representation ol body parts
than is evident for Phase 2, with both head and
major limh bones present. A variety of body ports
are similarly present amongst the remains of
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caprines and mg. Dog bones recovered from the
ditch comprise a metapodial, a First phidanx and a
second phalanx; those from the gully include two
metapodials, a first pholanxs and o second phalanx,
all puw bones.

Discussion and interpretation

The samples of animal bone assigned 1o individual
phases are too small o provide definitive informa-
tion regurding animal husbandry, In particular, the
Phase | nssemblage is only nble to provide an indi-
cotion of the types of species present ot the sife.
However, s most of the specimens derive from the
exiremitics (head and Foot hones) and were recov-
ered from a ditch, 1t s wempling o specalote that
these indicate primary butchery waste (Malthy
[985), There is evidence for immature horse and
cottle and given the ruml location of the site it is
likely that these animals were rsed locally, No
dog bones were recovered from this phase but their
presence is ottested by gnow marks, Dogs preferen-
tinlly destroy the least dense elements (Brain 1967)
and consequently, lenst dense bones such as those
possessing late fusing epiphyses and those belong-
ing 1o smaller mammals such as caprines are Hiely

to be wnder-represented in all phases. A solitory
fish wvertebm may represent the remains of &
salmon or trout, perhaps caught in the nearby River
Thame.

Whilst the mujor food animals are abmost
equally represenied in the somewhat |larger assem-
blage from Phose 2 there is some varintion in terms
of body parl representation in Phase 3, Cattle are
represented mainly by skull frngments suggestive
of primary butchery wuste whilst most of the
caprine bones derive from the lower limbs which
wre not purticularly meaty. The fow major meat
bomes present belong 1o pig. Evidence for imma-
ture horse, cattle and pig suggests that livestock
continued 1o be rised in the vicinity of the site.

I the later medieval phase, the proportion of
sheep/goat  remains  increnses  slightly  which,
despite the small snmple size, is interesting because
it reflects a natinnwide trend related to the increas-
ing importance of wool production (Grant 1988),
At urban sites such as Exeter (Malthy 1979} and
Lincoln (O'Connor [982) there i1s evidence for a
marked increase in the frequency of caprines com-
pared to cottle and pig, at the end of the 13th cen-
tury. By this time, there is alsp evidence 1o sugpest

TapLE & Carbonized plant remains (number of items).

Sample ! g 15 ' 2 o N 13 19
Frature fvpe Ditech Celly P Dideh Diveh Diteh Diteh Gully Ditch Gully
Giroup Hs s il M MM TN Hoe2 o7

Cht 3 L B S 3 725
Depasit 55 7200 ey 58 58 3 7 Bl 159
Scimpde vol. (Titres) in i 25 40 40 2 o 3n a0
Plhrse 2 2 2 ¥, ¥ Kl 3 3 k) 3
Cereal grains

Triticun divaceim

or xpelra
Pree-thrashing Tritteun
s, laestivam or
Tl

{lordenn sp,

Aviena sy,

CF Secafe cerealy
Cerenl indel.

Legumes

Fieia safiva, Vicia fihi
ar Pyt safivimg

Vet or Lathyrus sp.

crnimer o spell
whemt
Free-threshing
bread oF rivel
whenst

brrley

ool

el rye

cultivated vetch,

bean or pea
velch or wmre

47 2 I 5 13 15 2 4 L1 fa

3 | | 1 I

I I 4 2 2 | 11 2
|

13 1 I 3 5 I 14 2

b 2 | 1

3 3 | L] 7

|52
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that the age at which caprines wete sluughtered hod
increased and at Kings Lynn, Marfolk (Noddle
1977) the majonty of sheep were mature. If most
sheep were kept into adulthood in order to increase
the wool yizld this may account for the lnek of evi-
dence for immature caprines al Shabbington. The
scarcity of evidence for juvenile sheep/uoat might
have been o reflection of preservationnl bins and/or
smull sample size, but these factors hove not pro-
hibited the recovery of immature cattle or pig
remiins, The presence of major limb bones belong-
ing to all three major domestic anlmals sugpests
that in addition to the disposal of primary butchery
waste, pood quality meat may have been oveasion-
ally consumed and the waste mixed with the coarse
refuse. The recovery of several canid foot bones
from two separate contexts implies the disposal of
isolnted dog paws, perhaps as a result of their hov-
ing remained attuched 1o the peli(s).

Charred Plant Remains by Lucy Cramp
Fourteen samples of sediment were analysed, four
of these contained no muterinl of signilicunce, The
remainder were all very similar, containing moder-
ate or low concentrations of charred cereal grains
andl legumes (Table 6). There were no weed seeds,
no cereal chaff, and no identifiable charcoal. Over-
all, the samples are eonsistent with a rural medieval
agricultural site. The absence of weed seeds or
chaff sugpests that the cereal groins were already
cleaned and their presence maoy have resulted from
aceidental burning during cooking or from heating
prior to grinding. Cultivated legumes were also
present and may have been consumed by animals
or humans,

CONCLUSIONS

The site was probably first brought into use in the
late | 1th or early 12th century. Residual prehistoric
Nints and Roman pottery sherds only rellect casual
loss in the broader landscape, or materinl dispersed
[rom elsewhere. By some poind in the 13th or 144h
centuries, the site had been abandoned. Even for
the short span of its use, it was probably on the
edge of the agricultural land, just bevond the vil-
lape. No bullding was present, and the small quan-
tities of finds probably come from o combination of
clearonce of domestic middens, nnd dumps of pri-
mary butchery waste. The linear features, aligned
broadly parallel to the modemn road, appear 1o be
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definmg arens too small to be ocedpation plot
bounduaries or even small enclosures or paddocks.

It is considered that the lines of ditches 100 and
1013 flank an early road to lekford and Worming-
hall, a few metres north of the modern line, Further
work would be necessary o confirm i this really
wios a slightly different road line, rather thon the
marking of some other boundary parallel (o it It is
possible the shollow gullies at the south end of the
site mark ancther road or droveway heading south,
although the role of this in the village plan is
unclear; possibly it would hove led to lekfiord
Bridge, as a footpath does today. The stratigraphy
mdicates the use, reuse and remodelling of the area
several times, but oll broadly within the same basic
layoul,

The proliferation of ditches cut in the north-east
corner of the area examined suggests that ocoupa-
tiem, perhaps the very edge of the village, lay just
off sile to the east, The distribution of the finds
within the site also suggests that the edge of the
medieval village Loy just (o the east, Features in the
smuller eastern portion of the site produced 4.8kg
of pottery at an avernge of 220g per pottery-hear-
ing context; the larger western portion produced
1. 3kg of pottery at just 63g per context with pot-
tery. The animal bone was maore evenly distributed,
but alsn showed o slight bias towards the enstern
part of the site (2, 8kg from 25 contexts in the eost,
to |.8kg from 22 contexts in the west) and this is
neeentunted if the Furthest north-castern corner is
examined separately, the various recut ditches here
account for 2, 2kg of animal bote from 11 contlexts,
almiost as much as the rest of the site combined,

Quite when oll these ditches were dug is prob-
lematical; it is likely the earliest lines would have
been formed in Phase 2 and they remained in use,
redefined, into Phase 3. Although the ceramics sug-
gest poltery deposition over a long period, from the
late 10th 1o perhaps the 14th century, & narrower
window is likely, with all the main {eatures probu-
bly Belonging in the 12th to 13th century. I this is
so, then the relatively short tmespan sugpests the
site represents the westernmost limits of the villoge
at its largest extent, with contraction back to the
casl following. I is not necessary Lo {ovoke the
Black Death w account for all fluctuations In vil-
luge extent, although, as is often the case, the
timescale here mokes it iempting w0 do so. Other
local factors must frequently also hove come into
play (ef., Jones and Page 2006}, 1t is worth pointing
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oul that a settlement’s marging, as much as its core,
can hold clues to its development and prosperity.
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