A CORPUS OF ANGLO-SAXON
WEAPONS AND KNIVES IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
COUNTY MUSEUM

LINDA BABB

Fifty-six Anglo-Savon weapons cnd knfves fn Buckinghamshire County Musenm, not previcgsty
published, are catalogued and illustrated. None of the finds were recovered by archaeological
vxcavation. All provenances are in Buckinghamshire and the finds date from the early fifth to the
eleventh centuries A0, A discussion of possible contexts and deposition processes is included,

The museum has acquired a sizeable collection
ol Anglo-Saxon ironwork since abot TR60; how-
ever, only those objects from excavated conlexis
have been published and illustrated as a matter of
course. There is still an important body of material
to be made known and this corpus is published to
redress the problem. This project forms parl of the
programme of documenting the entire collections
of the County Museum and of 2(-raying the more
important metalwork, Most of the material in this
study dates from the Early Saxon period.

The elusive nature of Anglo-Saxon sites is
demonstrated by the way the finds were made:
invariably by chance. Twenty were found by guar-
rying, nine by work on the land, seven by building
work, [our by dredging and one by a fisherman;
four were metal detected. Nine finds are now
unprovenanced. Most of the finds were made in the
nineteenth and very early twentieth centuries and in
na case was satisfactory archaeological recording
possihle.

Of the forty six provenanced finds from eight-
een sites, thirty-three are from definite burials, two
are most likely so, nine are from running water and
two are strays. Those from burials are all from
cemeteries, with the exception of Nos. 40 & 42,
which are isolated finds, but indicate a likely
cemetery, The tantalisingly briefl accounis of dis-
coverics suggest a range of funerary practices. The
majority are from extended inhumation cemeteries;

for example, bodies were placed north-south,
Rishopstone, MNo. 1, (Lowndes 1867) east-west,
Ouainlon, Nos. 45 & 46, (anon. 1858) and ESE-
WNW, Ellesborough, Mo, 55, (Cocks 19097, Hovw-
ever, the radial cemetery at Tickford, No. 2, (anon,
1900} is a rare plan, paralleled in the area only by
Cuddesdon, Oxon, (Dickinson 1974}, Paired
graves are ¢laimed to have been positioned either
side of a small stone pit, whose use is not dis-
cussed, at Quainton, Nos. 45 & 46, A spearhead
bearing traces of mineralised plant remains, High
Wycombe, No. |2 may have come from a grave
and hints at the practice of laying the corpse upon
prass of [Towers, also indicated by similar ilems
from Botile Dump Comner, Tattenhoe, (Parkhouse
& Smith 19943, It is relevant to mention here two
sixth-century brooches in the collection. A saucer
brooch from Bishopstone (AYBOM 1880, 19.1)
has ferruginized fly pupae cases on its reverse and a
small-long brooch from Wobwn Sands (AYBCM
1994.7%.1) has mineralised insect eggs on its re-
verse. Both indicate the practice of exposing
dressed corpses for a period of time long enough
for flies to take advantage of the custom,

Evidence of a [uneral feast is claimed at
Tickford, No. 2, (Smith 1905} and animal bones
are associated with other sites. Possible horse
bones were reputed]y found al Upper Winchendon,
Mo, 15, (BOCM 1905), alihough whether or not they
are contemporary with the cemetery will never be
known. The Walton (Aylesbury) cemetery, Mos, 20
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& 21, (anon, 1863 & Smyth 1863), vielded a stag's
head, antlers of severnl stags and some boars’
tusks, both being crentures of the chase and perhaps
a suitable aceompaniment for the spear-carying
inhabitants.

Girave goods range from the rich cemeteries of

Bishopstone and Mewport Fagnell with their high-
status weapons, jewellery, glass beaker and Frank-
ish ‘buckel’ or drinking cup. o the burials
apparently only accompained by knives. Nos. 45,
46 & 55, Personal keepsakes or amulets figured at
Tythrop (coin of Hadrian) and Elleshorough (cow-
rie shell).

Deposition of valued possessions in significan
places, such as water sources, is now recognized as
a phenomenon that is both long-standing  and
geographically widespread (Bradley 1990}, Nine
of these finds came from river sites. Two spear-
heads, Nos., 11 & 23, a battle axe, No, 44, and a
knife, No, 52, come from the Thames. Two spear-
heads, Nos. 17 & 32, and a scramasax, Mo, 54,
come from the Thame and two spearheads, Nos 24
& A, from the Ouse, The findspot of the spearbead
from Buckingham, No. 33, is wuncertain, but ils
superb preservation suggests a watery (anaerobic)
burial environment. The deposition of weapons at
these *limial® sites, (1, e. sites which could be
perceived as being on the threshold between this
world and the next), could also have a protective
intention; with the possible exception of No, 34
none of them had been ritwally damaged belore
deposition, unless the missing shalts had been
broken firsi.

An unusual leal-shaped spearhead (already in
print) was excavated with burial 125 at Boule
Dump Corner (Parkhouse & Smith 1994), Measur-
ing 440mm x 65mm it is exceptionally large and
pstentalious and Merays revealed that it had no
central strengthening core. It s suggested that il
may have been forged as o ceremaonial or a mortu-
ary blude and is comparable with a longer one,
d495mm, (Bradwell Abbey Field Centre collection
1975/25), also from the same parish of Shenley
Brook End, but not from the sume cemetery. This
type of spearhead is not as vet known from any-
where else in Buckinghamshire,

Approximately 85% of the finds come from

north of the leknield belt, This distribution could
reflect o variety of factors, such as nearness to and
willingness to donate 1o this museuwmn, rather than
any historical or topographical couse, Likewise, the
cluster of burial sites inand just south of the Yale
of Aylesbury. may reflect the intensity of develop-
ment. A comprehensive discussion of carly Anglo-
Saxon cemetery evidence for the counly as o
whole, which presents a similar pieture, can be
Fownd in Hunn, Lowson & Farley (1994),

The general condition of the ironwork is re-
markable cansidering the absence of moderm *first-
aid" conservation and the post-discovery history of
maost of these Tinds: a tribute (o the original smiths,
particularly sword No. | and the three paltermn-
welded spearheads. Nos, 32, 33 & 34, The remark-
able munulocturing technique of the latter group
wis only revealed by X-rays, Iron 15 notoriously
the most difficult of metals to preserve and subtle
evidence of manufacture, use and burial is often
preserved in the surface layer, which is guickly lost
during corrosion and unskilled cleaning; the spear-
heads Nos. 25 & 26 are particularly well preserved,
The peculiar preservative property of water and
silts is responsible for the best specimens (as also
with copper alloy) and unprovenanced material can
sometimes be atiributed 1o this burial environment
because of its appearance.

It cannot be urged strongly enough that newly
discovered metalwork should be brought 1o profies-
stonal attention al the earliest possible moment,
Lastly, it must be stressed that the accumulation of
stray evidenee at one official record centre pro-
vides the best opportunity to build up a picture of
past events,

A few ohjecis are excluded from the corpus: an
iron socket from a spearhead and part of a knife,
which were removed from Bume or Bourn Hill o
Stone in 1849, are of uncertain date and of uncer-
tain relationship to the other finds, (Cocks 19073,
Other objects are already in print, for example, o
knife, fragments of 4 possible scabbard and a spear
from an adult male whumotion a1 Bledlow Cop,
{Head 194400, A later X-ray of that knife shows that
the ‘rivet" described in the published report is only
a corrosion tubercule, Walton, Aylesbury, (Farley
1978), produced three unstratified knives pre-
sumed 1o be early-middle Saxon on form, one knife
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fromma tenth-century feature, one derived knife ina
twellth or thirteenth-century feature and two ar-
rowheads from an eleventh century ‘midden’. Two
knives and four spearheads Irom the seventh-
century inhumation cemetery ol Boitle Dump Cor-
ner, Tattenhoe, Milton Keynes, hiave been recently
published, (Parkhouse & Smith 1994), while the
report ol the inhumation cemetery at Rislip Farm,
Sowelbury, (in preparation), includes two further
kmves, The finds From these sites ane there fore not
included here.

The ohjects in this corpos fall imo five groups:
|- swords, 2. spearheads, 3. shield fittings, 4. axe,
5. knives, In three cases exisiling typologies have
been wsed: spearheads (Swanton 1973), shield
fittings (Dickinson & Hiirke 1992}, knives (Evison
1987
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CATALOGUE

Buckinghamshire County Museum  aceession
nubery are prefioed AYBOM,

SWORDS
Sth — 6th centuries A. I\

1, Fig. I, Flat hlade, one sloping shoulder survives;
tapering ting with bar-shaped pommetl, The X-ray
inge shows a faintly crystalline structure which
is nol pressent in the olher swords, Length S40mm
* max width Stmm = max thickness 4.5mm x
width pomimel 30,

From am inhumation cemetery in “Cursley” Treld,
Rishopstone, discovered in 1566 when workmen
opened o sandpit. Most bodies lay full fength in a
M-85 dircetion though a few were contracted, Arle-
facts dated typologically to the early St — early

Olh centurics A DL AYBOM [850 /.

Relured  ofyeete: AYBOM PRS2 10880371
fxhicld  Boxses, spearheads, kives, fewellery,
pwwezers )y TESOLEE T freen) FOU2 0 f00 F=2 0 panir
of sancer focches).

Published refs; Revx. Bucks., 3 (1867, 164 Recs.
Bucks., 5 (/878), 23-25, pl. 1. Reos. Bucks,, 14
{fedn), 34, 324333 Baldwin Brown {7905,
(I Meancy (904, 56

2z, Fig. 1., Flat blade with shoulders sloping into
tang; pormmiel missing. A blade fragment with no
ohvious join was maked at the time of acquisi-
ton as part of this sword, Lengih 745mm =
lersgih detached fragment Y5mme = max width
AT = max thickness blade Smim,
From a radial inhumation cemetery at Ticklond
Park Extate, Newport Pagnell, Discoversd in | BS99
by workmen digging for gravel, The bodies were
placed in an inoner and an outer circle around a
central internment, with the feet all peinting (o the
centre. There were probable remains of a funeral
femst, Artefocts doed 1o aboul 506004, D, AVBCM
{IS G0 & AYROM 1905 ala. 12

Relared  objecty: 9053 10905, (2.0 (elays
Beaker, hucket” o cap mapnts, jewellery, spear-
fead, fintsy: D905 GF 1905 6002 (Tuman
fromey pnd sword, No, 3

Published Rels: Amtigeary 30 { T900), 97 Berks,
Bucks & Oxon, J. 4 (T898—F590), 3/, Baldwin
Brown, < [[9§), 636-617 Recy. Bucks, 14
(fdal, 3o, Meaney (/8645 58, Dickinson
{1974), (9

3 Fig. 1. Flat blade with one straight shoulder and
part of fang surviving; pommel missing, The X-
rivy image shows remnants of the orginal handle
grip on the ng and also taintly oo the shoulders.
Length 857 mm 2 max weadth 52mm » mans thick-
ness blade dmm, AVBCM F905.606.0

Provenance as Moo 2, Tickford Park. Newpaort
Pagnell.

4. Fig. 1. Flat hlade with semi-sloping shoulders;
lapering tang with part of bar-shaped pommel
Length 900 = max width &3m0 misx thack-
ness blade dmm. AYBOM archi, 4

Unprovenanced.

SPEARHEADS
Swanton, Series B2, derivative form
5th = early 6th centuries A. I

5. Fig. 2. Annular socket; leaf-shaped blade widest
in lower half; pronouneed lozenge-shaped midrib
extending [ull length; incomplete. Original sharp-
ening marks near and on the tip, but extensive
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Fig. 2: Spearheads {1141, Socket of No, 11 drawn from X-ray,
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corrosion has removedd the possibility of linding
more, Length 280mm = max. width 38, 3mm =
max thickness blade | Trnm = max diamaeter socket
2. 5mm. AYBOM A2

Unprovenanced. In origimal museum collection,
but notedd in the register that information relating
1o this find was untroced ot the time of transfer o
the new musceum premises in (908,

Swanton, Series C1, leaf-shaped
Sth = late 6th centuries A, [N

.

7.

i,

12.

Fig. 2 1ncumpleiﬂ cleft socket, Traces of mineral-
isgd wornth in the tep ol the speket, Length [8Omm
® max width 2%.5mm x max thickness blade
5.5mm x max diameter socket 13mimn. AYBCM
fR80.0.0

Provenance as No. |, Bishopstone.

Fig, 2. Clelt socker with well preserved rivel;
incomplete, Traces of mineralised wood in the top
of the secket, Length 94hmm » max width 27mm

w* max thickness blade 8mm = max dimmeter
socker 17 5mm. AYBCM 1880171

Provenance as Mo, 1, Bishopstone,
Fig. 2. Clefi socket: incomplete. Lergth T8O, Smm

= max wiclih 25 5mm % max thickness blade Tmm
3 max dinmeter socket [omm, AYECM 850481
Provenance as No. |, Bishopstone.

Fig. 2. Clefi socket with rivet; incomplete. Miner-
nlised wood midway inside the sockel. Length
169 mm = max width 23mm = max thickness blade

Smum = omaxn diameter socket 18mm. AYSCM
JR80. 10,0

Provenance as No. |, Bishopstone.

Fig, 2. Clieft secket with rivet; imcomplete. Traces
of minerabised wood within the length of the
socket. Length 137mm » max widih 19.5mm x

max thickness blade 7mm % max dismeter socket
Wimm. AYBOM (880,011

Provenance as Mo, 1, Bishopstone,
Publizshed vef: Recs. Bucks. 5 (18788, pl. 1

Fig. 2. Spearhead with an cxlensive coneretion
tormed during burial attached (o and obscoring the
baze of the sockel. The X-ray image shows a
transverse rivet in the cleft socket. Traces of min-
eralised wood in the base of the socket. Incom-
plete. Length (excluding concretion)  [4dmm x
max width 16.5mm = max thickness blade | 3mm
* max diameter secket {estimated from the X-ray
image) Z2mm, AYBCM 1926, (841

redged from the Biver Thames near Marlow,

Fig, 2. Inecomplete clefl socket with blade; poor
condution, There are races of mineralised straw or

13

prass on dhe blade. Length [6t%mm = max widih
Xmo xomax thickness blade fmm = minx diam-
eter sockel Smam. AVBOM TO8G 2450

Found st High Wycombe,

Fig. 2. Cleft spcker, cordon at op of the neck;
incomplete, Mineralised wood o the socket.
Length 2020w % max width 37mm % max thick-

ness Mlade Bmm = approx. dismeter socket |Smm,
AYBOM 1987 3301

Beguecathed by a local collector and presumed 1o
be from the Aylesbury — Ellesborough ares.

Swanton, Series C2, leal-shaped
Sth — Tth centuries A. 1D,

14.

15,

L.

L7,
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Fig, 2. Fragmentol blade and socket; poor condi-
lion. Possibly Series C2. Length 190hmin = max
widih 23mem x i thickness hlade Bmm, AYRCM
e

Linprroswenisnced,

Fig, 2, Tncomplete blade with fragmentary sockel,
There is a substantial amoont of mineralised wood
in the sockel. Length 296mm x max width

35, 5mm = max thickness hlade 7.5mm = {remain-
ingy socket dimmeter 10mm, AVYBCM F90542.1

From an  inhomation  cemetery ol Upper
Winchendon discovered about 1899 Horse (1)
bones repuledly associated.

Related objecty: AYBOCM 90500, 190520
(sfeteled bogses, Nog, 37 & 400 TS AR T fepear-
head, No. fo)

Published refs: Recs. Beecks 8 (1903, 208, Reoy,
ks, 14 (1%46), 313,

Fig. 2. Incomplete blade with fragmentary socker:
poor condition, Fainl traces of mineralised wooed
in the base of the socket. Length 320mm = max
width 40 5mm » max thickness blade 4. 5mm =
(remaining) socket diameter ¥mm.  AYECM
TS 43

Provenanee as Mo, 15, Upper Winchendon,

Fig. 2. Cleft socket with one rivet: incomplete.
Both Taces have multiple striations from original
sharpening and wse. The preservation of these
marks is exceptional. There is o small fragment of
mimeralised wood in the top of the socket, The fip
wias blunted in antiquity and lwmed back on itsel!
by about 3mm, Length 285mme % max wadth
27.5mm = max thickness blide Brmm = mag diam-
eter socket 2Tmm. AYSBOM TU32. 01000

Foumd at Holman's Bridge, Aylesbury, on the
houndary with Weedon,

Published Refs: Recy, Bucks, 12 (F933), 427



Swanton, Series C3, leaf-shaped
fth = 7ih centuries A, 1D,

19.

2.

Fig. 2. Cleft socket with trace of mineralized
wood ol (he baese of the socket, Incomplete. Length
A hrmim = max width 40mm = mas thickness blade
Smim % max dimneter socket 20mm,  AYRCMW
ITR&LS ]

Provenance ag Moo |, Bishopstone,
Fig. 2. Cleft socket with rivet; incomplete, Length
3eBmrm W max width 28mm x max thickness blade

Tm = max diameter socket 17.5mm, AYBCM
Fad L s

Unprovensnced. Found an 1911 by D, T, G,
Parrol in o house “which he ook i Aylesbury ',
Presumed o come from the Avlesbury district.

Related abjece: AVROM 0900000 {sprarhead,
M 220,

Fig. 3. Clefl socket; incomplete, Length 398mm =
max width 5 bmm = max thickness blade Tmm =
(remaining) sockel diameter 13mm. AYBOM
[O8F 3381

From s mixed inhumagion / cremation cemetery
discovered in 1921 ina newly conseerted porlion
ol Ayleshury town cemetery, Human bones, pot-
tery, two loomweights, two spearhesds and a
seramasax were also found. This cemetery s
thought 1o be wssociated with the settlement o
Wilton, (Farley 1976).

Fedpted nhjecis; AYBCM {800,223 (speavhead,
Mer, 200, TRIETORT (rerainasax, meil located);
A2 147 1 (e bones ).

Published retft Heos. Bueks, 200 1976), 154,

Swanton, Series C4, leal-shaped
Late 6th — Tih centuries A, D.

21.

Fig. 3. Seckel almost entirely missing. Javelin-
like hlnde, Length 436mm (455mm when regis-
tered in 1908 )« mas width 20mm = max thickness
blade Bmim.

Found by labourcrs m 1858 ar-a place called
Benhill, a name now lost, bul reasonably located
hetween the Wendover and Tring ropds in Ay les-
bury, (Farley 19767, At the same time were found
‘i large number of human bones, the perfect head
of a stag, parts of the antlers ol several stags, some
baar’s tusks' and ‘the neck of a terracoty vessel
which has been painted black' and a *fragment of
whal seemed to have been the handle of a coarse
amphora”, (pechapsa loomwernght 7), This appears
(o be part of the cemetery described under Mo, 20,
AYBOM 861223 1

Published Refs: Recr, Buoks,, 2 (hand), 48, 94,

22,

23,

24,

TN—103. Rees. Bucks 20 0 1970), 1534755, 220
fig. 27 Mo 01

Fig, 3, Part of socket missing. Length 347 mm =
miax width 2 Tmm » max thickness blade | Inm x
(remaining)  sockel  digmeler Tmm, AYBOM
9 o r

Provenance as No. 19, Dr. Parrott’s house, Ayles-
Trury.

Relured oljecr: AYBOM P91 0080 (spearhead,
M 19).

Fig. 3. Socket almost entirely mssing, Length
AfhRmm [ 482mm when registered in 1936) % max
width 28mm x max thickness blade Toom < (re-
maining)  socket  diameter  [&mm. AYROCM
o2 1824

Dyredped from the River Thames near Marlow,
Fig. 3. Incompleie and the cleft socket s hem
slightly, Length 387mm s max. width 2Tmm =
max thickness blade [0mm % (remaining) socket
dimmeter [ Toom, AYBOM 9703541

Found on the north bank of the River Ouse at
Wicken, Northants, close to the border with Buck-
inghamshire.

Swanton, Series E2, angular
6ith — Bth centuries A, D.

25,

6.

(45

Fig. 3. Socket almost complete. Traces of miner-
alised wood i the top of the socket, Length
[ 85mm 2 max widih 3 lmm x max thickness blade
Tmm x [(remaining) socket diameter Smm.
AYBCM [8a0.4. )

A mized inhumationdcremation cemetery wis dis-
coversd in [R59 were being dug out rabbits along-
side the Cuttle Browek, Tythrop Park, Kingscy.
Objects included two arns containing benes and
skulls, one of the ums having o com of Hadran, a
sapcer hroogh, an iron Javeling or arrowheadl
(AYBCM 1860.3.1), a shield boss and a knife,
Artelfacts datedd Sth — ath cemuries AL 1,

Related  ohjects: AYBCM 1860011 (saucer
broochy; 1B60.3.1 (Medieval arrowhead, origi-
nally registered as a “Roman Spear Head');
186034, & 160,35, (urns), 1860,167.1 {(bone
hanelle, T Anglo-Saxon).

Published Refs: Recy, Bucks., 20 1863), oo & Mo,
2 in s, Recs, Bucks., 1 (190, 343, 318-320
Fig. 3. Cleft socket; incomplete. X-ray image
shows position of vivel, Length 2200um % max
width 30mm x max thickness blade 1 3mm * max
diameter socket 25mm. AYBCM S905 6.1
Provenance as Mo, 2, Tickford Park, Newpon
Pagnell,



Fig. 3: Spearheads (1:4). Ceatral portion of No, 23 and rivet of No. 26 drawn from X-rays,
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Fig. 4: Spearheads, sheild bosses, shield grip, shizld board ornament and battle axe (1:4 excepr No_43 (1:2}. No 43
reverse shown. No 44 central drawing from X-ray image showing rivets,

147



Swanton, Series H1, angular
Late Sth — mid 6th centuries A, D.

27, Fip. 3 Clefi socket mostly missing, Lengih
178mm x® max widih 365 = max thickness
blade dmm = (remaining ) sockel divmeter 1 3mm,
AVBCM [RR014.0

Prowenance as No. |, Bishopstone,

Swanton, Series H2, angular

Late 5th = early Tth centuries A, I,

28, Fig. 3. Cleft socket with rivet and many slivers of
mineralised wood; incomplete, Length 254, 5mm
w max widih S0mm = max thickness hlade 7. 5mm
»* max digmeter  socker 22 5mm, AYBCM
faRa.12.0

Provenance as No, |, Bishopstone.
Swaniton, Series T, corrugated
Late S5th - carly 6th centuries A, Iy,
29,

Fig. 3. Leaf-shaped blade only remapins, Possibly
a variant of this series. Length 122mm % miax
width 30mm x max (hickness blade 1 lmm.

AYBOM (90521 ¢
Unprovenanced,
Swanton, Series K2, corrugated
Late 5th = mid 6th centurices A, D.

30, Fip. 3. Leat-shaped blade only remains. Lengih
24Tmum x mox width 2Z8mm x max thickness blode
S, AVBCM 905 20.f
Unprovenanced,

Swanton, Serics L, corrugnied

Late Sth — early 6th centuries A. D,

3l.  Fig. 3. Cleftrsocket with riven: several slivers of
mineralised wood in the sockel; incomplets,
Length 286, 5mm = max width 33mim = max thick

ness bliade Gimim ® max digmeter socket 17 5.
AYRCM 188081

Provenance as Mo, 1, Bishopstone.
Pattern-welded spearheads
Tih - 11th centuries A. I,

X-rays showed three spearheads to be pattern-welided,
All have a distinet spine and o laorel leal-shaped wone of
welding lines rising from the base of the blade to part of
the way along i, No, 32 has a sone 75mm long of *Tour-
ply' dizgonal welding lines. No. 33, the most accom-
plished of all the spears, has a cone 90mm long of herring
bone welding lines, Ma, 34 has a zone 1 70mm long of
siightly diagonal welding [ines.

32, Fap 3 Opposed pairs of river holes ansockel base,
rivets missing; two pairs of cordons around neck,

Part of neck missing, otherwise in good condinon,

33,

34,

Length 326mm » max. widih 33.5mm % max
thickness blade 10mm < max dismeter sockel
23.5mm, AVYBCM [U27 R

Founed about four feel below the bed af the
River Thame when Stone Bridge was being re-
Beiile, at Ouarrendon on the Bicesier Road, Ayles-
bury, fn 1927, Said w be below o stony layer,
perhaps the bed of an old ford, Alo found were a
scramasax (AYBCM 1927771, No. 510, a0 iron
speariead “apparently copied from Broneze Age
pattern’ (early fron Ape T (AYBOM 19271531,
not located) and an horseshoe, * From what can be
githered from workmin they were all found on
actual site of bridge but not actually with one
anather”. Stone Bridge was o corparation bound-
ary mark by the mind- 161th century.

Retated ofject: AYBCM (927.77.) {(scrameseay,
N 54,

Published ref: Recs. Bucks., #2 § 1928), ¥,

Fig. 4. Two opposed pairs of rivet holes al base of
clefi socket. One partial rivet survives. Mineral-
ised wood inside the socket, Three cordons around
neck. Blade covered wilh original sharpening and
polishing  sirigtions. Good  condition. Length
A0 = max width 52mm = max thickness blade
O 5mm = max dizmeter socket 26.5mm. AYBCM
font.24.

Found "whilst excavating for drsinage in founda-
s mear whers the mount of the castle ol Buock-
ingham used to be in about 15%G6. [ was Tound at
e Foost of Castle FIIT, Buckingham wias a burh by
ithe early 1ith century,

Published vef: Lewis {62,

Fig. 4, Socket missing and hlade complete, This is
broken in an vnusual place, the solid neck, there-
forg the possibility of deliberate breakapge is sup-
gested. Traces of minernlised wood in the socket.
Multiple striations along the blade show that the
direction of sharpening was Trom the edge ol the
blade towards the central rib, Length 2Z80mm
max width d4tmm = max thickness blade 14mm,
AYBCM 1992 650.2

Found in o tributary of the River Ouse near
Thomborough Bridge. The latter stll forms the
boundary belween Thomborough and Bucking-
ham parishes.

Published ref: Lewis (/69921

SHIELD FITTINGS
SHIELD BOSSES

Dickinson & Hirke, Group 1
Mid-5th - 6th cenluries A. 1.

35,

45

Fig, « Straight cone profile with overhanging



7.

carinatiom and concave wall profile. Pars of the
Mange and part of the apex disc are missing.
Traces of silver on apex disc. A dewched hall of
an iron dhise is assumed tobe long 1o this boss, Two
copper alloy and iron Mange rivets approximately
e in diameter survive. The spacing on the
Mange would permit Tive rivels, Dismeler {esii-
mite) 17dmm = height 75mm. AYSCM A2.f

Provenance  probably  as Noo 15, Upper
Winchendon. When (he Archacological Sociely s
musewm collection was transferred 1o ity new
premises al 9, Church Streel, Aylesbory in 1908,
the information associated with this boss was lost,
bt the donor, Mr. 5. G, Payne, remembered that
there were three bosses from Upper Winchendon
and that this was probubly one of them,

Related ofyecrs: AYBOM 190500, 1995.2.0
(ebidedd  Dowses, Nosg, 37 & d1); 1905421,
FISAZ L Capearheads, Nox. 15 & 16)

Fig, 4. Concave cone profile with overhanging
carinatien and concave wall profile. Parts of the
flange and all of the rivets are missing. Rod-type
apex, Dameter 3%mm = hegghl 85mm, AYBCM
%041

Provenance as Mo, |, Bishopsione.

Fig. 4. Coneave cone profile with overhanging
carination and concave wall profile. Pans of the
apes dise, parts of the Mange and two of the
original five rivets are missing, The iron rivels are
2hmm in diameter and each s covered with a
silver dise. The apex rod terminates inan iren disc
covered with o silver dise 45mm in dinmeter,
Digmeter (estimate) 182mm »* height $4mm.
AYBROM 1005 1.1

Provemance us No. 15, Upper Winchendon.

Related objects: AYBCM A2D ., 1905.2.1. (shield
Desyes, Nos, 35 & 41,

Dickinson & Hirke, Group 2
Oth century A. 1D,

JA.

.

Fig. 4. Convex cone profile with overhanging
carnation and siraight wall profile. Most of the
flunge, all of the rivets and a third of the wall and
cone are missing. A rod survives on the apex, bul
its disc is missing, Diameter (estimate) 196mn x
height 8lmm. AYBCM 8802 ¢

Provenance as Mo 1, Bizhopstone.

Published Rels: Rees, Bucks., (18670, 1od. Recs.
Bucks., 5 {1878),23-25, pl. L.

Fig. 4. Straight-cone profile with overhanging
carination and straight wall profile, Pars of the
cong, will and flange are missing and only one
copper alloy rivet with & washer survives, Diam-

eter(restored) 155mm = heaght Sammm = rivet head
divmeter 21,5mm x shank length T4mm x shank
dismeter dmm, AYBOM 8803/

Provenance as No. 1, Bishopstone:

Dickinson & Harke, Group 3

6l — Tih centuries A. 1.

4. Fig. 4, Slightly convex-cone profile with over-
hanging carination and sloping wall profile, The
H-ray shows that this is a one-picee forging. Parts
of the flange and cone are missing and the disc
apex is damaged. Four of live rives are present on
the Nange, There is mineralised wood around the
rivels and on the underside of the Mange. Dismeter
159mm =% height 89mm. Rivel head dinmefer
17T Shank length 1 4mm = diameter 6mm. The
shield board is estimated at | lim thick. AYBCM
19762574
From Saunderion.

Related vhjece: AVBOM 1976 257 .2 (shicld grip,
Mo, 42).

Dickinson & Hirke, Group 4

Sth - 6th centuries A. D.

41, Fig. 4 Pard ol a slightly concave-profile cone with
n Spike apex, Possibly Group 4. AYBCM 015 2.
Provenance as Mo, 15, Upper Winchendon,

Linattributed
There is also o fragment of cone with o trce of
corination (AYBCM 90780, not illusrated),
which does not it any of the bosses catalogued
above and must represent an eighth shield boss,
The Fragment’s general appesrance s akin to
those from the Bishopstone cemctery, but it is,

unforunately, not possible to assign a definile
provenance. |O0mm * () 2mm = Glhmim,

SHIELD GRIP

Dickinson & Hirke, Type 1. a.l

42.  Fig. 4. Flat fron sirp In two parts, 2mm thick x
[27mm long. The expanded terminals, 26mm
wide, are each pierced by one iron river, their
heads approximately [3mm diameter and with
square-sectioned shanks, AYBCM (970.257.2
Fram Saunderton,

Related ohjece: AYBOM 19762571 {shield hoss,
N (1),

SHIELD BOARD FITTING

43, Fig. 4. Dise with one heavily corroded sarface and
traces of mineralised wood on the other surface,
The apparent decoration seen in the centre of the
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dise X-ray is only a comosion product, but Taint
traces of a central rivel can be seen, Dizmeter
approx. Stmm s thickness approx., Smm. Onigi-
nally registered as o Fibula', but the presénce of
wosn suggests affixation 1o 4 board. A set of four
similar iron discs were found o site in Grayve 98 in
the Dover (Buckland) cemelery rivetied in pairs
elther side of a shield. (Evison 1987, ligs. 47 &
7). Another specimen, deseribed ps. imperfect”
wiis registered as [BE0,37,1, also from the sume
source, but it cannot be iraced. AVBOM R8O 500

Adtributed to the Bishopstone cemetery found in
I Bty

BATTLE AXE
Bith = 11th cenlories A. I

44,

Fig, 4. Flaring blade, the centre of which is com-
pletely mineralised and partly missing, The socket
encloses a fragment ol wooden shall inside
copper alloy ferrule. The X-ray image reveals the
presence of twelve copper alloy rivels securing
the Terrule 1o the shaft, six laterally and six from
the end, the intemion being to protect the shafi
both when striking severe blows and if siruck by
another weapon. max length 193mm x max width
1 8invm % min. —Max. thickness of blade 3. 5mm -
2dmm, AYBCM 1905371

From Boulier's Lock, River Thames, Taplow,
Bucks = Maidenhead, Berks.

KNIVES
Sih = 8ith ceninries A. I

With the exception of Mo, 54, the knives are in a
fragmentary condition and the original outlines are
dubious. Types according to Evison’s Dover classifica-
tion (Evison | 987) are suggested where possible, but are
not definitive.

45,

Fig. 5. Fragmem of u large object, possibly a
knife. Length 304mm % width 16mm = max thick-
ness Tmm. AYBCM 1862

*Faund an the right side of a hemon skeleton, on
top of Hogshaw Hill (Quainton). . . . Four skel-
elons were discovered here in the spring of the
present year (1858): two on one side of a small
stone pit, and two on the other side, about eight or
nine feet apart. They appeasred (o be buried in
pairs, with about eighteen inches between them of
undisturbed ground, as il o separate grave had
been made Tor each. All the skeleions were found
with their feet towiards the east.

Related ohjecr: AYBCM 18602 2 { knife fragment,
Nuoda)

47.

49,

51.

52,

Publistied ref: Kees. Bucks., 2{1858), 50,

Fig. 5. Fragment, pocsibly a knife, Length [ T0mm
(116mm when orginally rogistered) = width
12mm % max thickness Smm, AYBOM 156022

Provemance as Mo, 43, Quainton,

Redarvd abject: AYBOM I860.2.0 (Kwifv fragment,
Mer, 45)

Fig. 5. Sloping shoulders and tapering blade,
Length | S4mm = muas width 2 1. Smm » man thick-
ness Smim, Evison, Twpe 2 (7). AVRCM [880.14.1

Prowvenance as No. |, Bishopstone.

Fig. 5. Blade has pronounced shoulders. Length
157 mm = max widih 1 Bmm x max thickness Smm.
Evison, Type 2 (7). AYBCM 1880115,/

Provenance as Mo, |, Bishopstone,

Fig. 5, Part of blade only, Leagih 145 5mm x max
width 23.5mm = max thickness 3L.5mm. AYBCM
JES0 ol

Provenance as Mo, 1, Bishopstone.

Fig. 5. Blade has a pronounced shoulder and 4
strabght back. Length 207mm x max width 28mmn
® max thickness 3mm. Evison, Type 2 (7).
AYBOM [R80.17.1

Provenance as No. 1, Bishopstone,

Fig, 5. Blade has o sloping shoulder on the back
and 1 pronounced shoulder on the cutting blade.
Length | 17mim % max widih | 7mm =< max thick-
ness  3.5mm. Evison, Type 1 (7. AYBOM
TAROAE!

Provenance as No. 1, Bishopstone.

Fig. 5. Partinl tang and blade with stoping shoul-
der and curved back. Length 348mm {originally
registered os 380mm) % max width 38mm = max
thickness 4.5mm. Evison, Type 3 (1), AYBCM
TS5 380

From the River Thames at Matdenhead Bridge.

Fig. 5. Blade with curved back; tip, part of the
Blade and all of the lang are missing, Skght cham-
fer 1o the back. Length Thmin % max width [4mm
% max thickness dmm, Bvison, Type 1 (7).
AYBOM 1925 128,01

“Found in 1912 with nearly complete skeleton of
a boy al the Warren, Bledlow”,

Fig. 5. Almost complete scramasax, Blade has
angled back and curved cutting edge. Length
31 0mim = max width 43mmx max thickness Smm.
Evison, Type 3. AYBCM [927.77.1

Provenance as No. 32, Stone Bridge, Aylesbury /
Craarrendi,

Fig. 5. Blade has slightly curved back and straighi



Fig. 5: Knives (1:4)

|51



cutling edge. A line is visible 2t the mngfblade
Junction and there are traces of the original scab-
bl on hoth faces, The tip is missing; poor condi-
tion. Lemath 136mm = max width 17num = max
thickness 3mm, Bvison, Type 4 (7). AYBCM
{979 1804

Fram an inhumation cemelery discoversd in 1908
when a new bunker was dug a1 Ellesborough goll

with a ropnded end. * The third skeleton, of a
young man, was buried with a double-toothed
comb and a Panther Cowrie shell.

Relfated objecis: AYBOM T98220.0 (e,
JOT3 G (shell], 197332602 (two liirean
skudlx).

Published refs: Rees. Sueky., 9 (19089), 425-430,

course. One adull male skeleton lay ESE - WNW, 56. Fig. 3. Sﬁgh',]}r surving: basl itting edpe “.“*f-'
possibly in a contracted position, accompanicd by I:;cm.;r!. partia Fl_:ung -meT Hﬁ“ll‘.m'x ma?wullh
this knife, The relative position of the knifie was pr m’;nr;{'[ﬁx -1*1"" ‘;‘;‘“ amm. Evison, Type 4
not noted, A second adull male skeleton was . e
found with u small iron buckle and *a small picce Unprovenanced,
of iron, which may have been d poction of a knife
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