F L I N T I M P L E M E N T S FROM T H E DRIFT.
BY JOHN EVANS, ESQ. F.S.A., F.G.S.

At the Annual Meeting of the Society, held at Aylesbury on the 5th of January, 1860, Mr. Evans exhibited
a number of the flint Implements from the Drift, which
have of late attracted considerable attention among both
Antiquaries and Geologists.
H e remarked that the
ts
drift" was a term applied to a number of superficial
deposits varying considerably in character, some being
clay and some sand and gravel, but all due to the " drifting"
action of ice or water. The beds from which the flint implements have been procured, are of fresh-water origin, and
have been referred by Geologists to the so called Post
Pliocene period. Mr. Evans then considered the subject
under three heads—
FIRST—Are the flints really implements ?
SECOND—Under what circumstances have they been
found ?
THIRD—At what period were they deposited where
found ?
In considering the first point, he showed from the
general similarity of form, the nature of the chipped edges
and their analogy to a certain extent with weapons of a
later period, that there could be no reasonable doubt as to
their having been really formed by the hand of man. An
objection had been raised by some that these forms could
not have been chipped out by a people unacquainted with
the use of metals, but he had himself experimented upon
this point, and had produced the form of one of the implements with precisely the same character of edge, by
chipping one out of a block of flint by means of a rounded
pebble. The forms found in the " drift" are three—1:
flakes of flint, apparently intended for knives or arrowheads—2: pointed implements usually terminated at
the base, possibly used as spear or lance-heads—3:
oval or almond shaped implements, with a cutting edge
all round, possibly intended either for axes or sling stones.
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The first form was so simple, and the flakes so closely resembled those of a much later date, that much importance
did not attach to them ; but both the other classes of implements were peculiar, and varied considerably from the
well-known stone implements of the so called Celtic period,
of which specimens were also exhibited. These latter are
usually ground at the edge, if not all over, and are made to
cut at their broad end, whereas those from the " drift,"
which approach nearest in form, are made to cut at the
narrow end, and are never ground. They are also made
of various materials, as greenstone, basalt, &c.; whereas
those from the " drift," as far as has hitherto been ascertained, are exclusively of flint.
With regard to the circumstances of their discovery,
Mr. Evans observed, that implements apparently fashioned
by the hand of man, had been found in the late excavations conducted under the auspices of the Royal and
Geological Societies, in a cave at Brixham in Devonshire,
and similar discoveries had also been made some years
ago in Kent's Hole, near Torquay. This called the
attention of English Geologists to the point, and Mr.
Prcstwich, distinguished for his long-continued exploration of the " drift," having heard reports of similar discoveries made near Abbeville, determined to investigate
them on the spot. It is due to M. Boucher de Perthes,
a distinguished French savant at Abbeville, to say that
as much as ten years ago he had made the discovery of
these implements in the " drift" near that town, and communicated it to the world in his book entitled " A n t i q u e s
Celtiques et Antediluviennes." His discovery had been
treated with unmerited doubt and neglect, but the researches of Mr. Prestwich at Abbeville, where he had been
joined by Mr. Evans, convinced them of the truth of
many of M. de Perthes' views; and at Amiens, some
thirty miles distant, this conviction was strengthened by
the sight of one of these flint implements still in situ
in a perpendicular bank of gravel. It was firmly embedded in it, at a depth of eleven feet from the surface,
and the strata above it were entirely undisturbed. They
consisted of gravel, sand and clay, or brick-earth, which
latter contained the delicate remains of fresh-water shells
—so that it was quite impossible for the implements to
have been introduced from above at any time subsequent
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to the formation of the beds. It therefore followed that
they had been washed into the gravel with its other constituent parts at the time of its deposit. Large numbers of
the implements had been found in this pit, near Amiens,
which was excavated in table-land, at an elevation of
about a hundred and eighty feet above the 6ea, and
about eighty feet above the River Sommc, at that
lace. Some animal remains were found in the same pit,
ut in a continuation of the same gravel at a little distance, many bones and teeth had been found of the mammoth, rhinoceros, hippopotamus, and other animals now
extinct. Since the visit of Messrs. Prestwich and Evans,
many other Geologists, including Sir Charles Lyell, had
been there, and in several instances had themselves found
implements of flint in such situations that they were
perfectly satisfied that they were still in the very spots in
which they had been left by the water to whose action the
" drift" was due.
But it was not only along the valley of the Somme that
such implements had been discovered. On returning to
England Mr. Evans had noticed an account of some flint
implements discovered at Hoxne in Suffolk, in 1797,
published in the Thirteenth Volume of the Archaeologia,
and from the account there given of the circumstances of
their discovery by Mr. Frere, it was evident that it was
an analogous case to those at Abbeville and Amiens. He
had in consequence visited Hoxne in company with Mr.
Prestwich, and investigated on the spot, the discoveries
recorded by Mr. Frere. They had also caused excavations to be made, and in the gravel thrown out from a
trench, sunk under their own directions, Mr. Evans had
found an implement of the spear-head form, which had
come from a seam of gravel at a depth of eight feet from
the surface. Mr. Frere had recorded the finding of curious bones in this pit, and of late years bones of the mammoth and other animals had been found there, and as far as
could be ascertained, in close proximity to the flint implements. The deposit at Hoxne is also of fresh-water
origin, roughly stratified, and overlying the boulder clay.
It must have been deposited at a time before the face of
the country at that point had received its present configuration. A large number of the implements had been found
in the pit in former years, but of late they had been rather
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scarce, only two having been found during the previous
winter. Another implement of the spear-head form, and
precisely similar to those from Hoxne, is preserved in
the British Museum, and was recorded to have been found
nearly two hundred years ago in Gray's Inn Lane, in
company with the tooth of an elephant!
Such were the circumstances of the discovery of these
implements, and there could be no reasonable doubt that
those who made them must have been contemporaries on
earth with the mammoth, the rhinoceros tichorrhinus, the
great cave bear, and other animals long since extinct.
The same waters which had carried away their carcases
and bones had also at the same time inhumed these relics
of a higher order of beings. But at what date this took
place was still a mystery. It was a question whether the
age of these extinct animals was not to be brought down
to a period nearer our own time than has commonly been
supposed, rather than that the age of man should be
carried back through untold centuries. There could,
however, be no doubt, that a very long period must have
elapsed since those who used these weapons and implements had existed—our only means of judging of the time
that had elapsed was by the changes that had taken place
on the earth's surface since their deposit, and these were
such as would apparently require a longer period than
that embraced by our ordinary chronology. At Amiens
these weapons had been caught up by rushing water, together with the bones of extinct animals, and deposited
in beds of gravel. Above this gravel, in comparatively
tranquil water, thick beds of sana and loam have been deposited, containing the delicate shells of fresh-water
mollusca, and where all this took place, is now table
land at an elevation of one hundred and eighty feet above
the sea—this too in a country whose level is now stationary, and the face of which has but little altered since
the days when the Gauls and Romans constructed their
sepulchres in the soil overlying the beds of " drift" containing these far earlier relics.
In conclusion, Mr. Evans suggested a careful examination of all gravel-pits in which mammalian remains are
found, with a view of ascertaining whether other traces of
the primeval race of men who formed the implements,
could not be found in fresh localities.

REMARKABLE

BURIALS.
The Bury,
Dec.

MY

DEAR

Chesham,

nth,

1859.

UNCLE,

I send you a drawing of the Tombstone, near Coke's
Farm, in the parish of Amersham, distant three miles from
the Parish Church. The inscription is copied verbatim
with all its faults.
The stone was erected by Mrs.
Hannah Grimsdell in 1739, in memory of her husband,
Richard Grimsdell, whose immediate ancestors were also
buried in this vault, and whose grandfather, Richard
Grimsdell, purchased the estate, and died in the year
1647. It appears that there were entries made at the time
of the burials in the Parish Register, as. the following extracts will show, though the name is spelt differently in
two of them :—
1716. Sept. 18th.—Richard Grimsdale, buried in woollen ; aff. made by Dorothy Dosset.
1730. Dec. 11th.—Jane Grimsdell, buried in her
orchard; aff. by Dorothy Dosset.
1739. May 30th.—Jane Grimsdale, spinster, buried in
an orchard; aff. by Martha Ewen.
The tombstone was formerly surrounded by a wall
four and a half feet high, all traces of which have now
disappeared. About fifty-five years ago some trees, which
are still standing, were planted round the burial-ground,
close to the foundation of the wall.
I also enclose a drawing of the Monument in the parish
of Great Missenden, erected on his own property, by Mr.
Backhouse, of Havingficld Lodge. It is situated one
mile distant from the Parish Church, on the right hand
of the road leading to Wendover, in a plantation on the
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hill. Mr. Backhouse died in June, 1800, at the age of
eighty years, and was by his express desire buried in this
tomb. Seven years afterwards his son and successor,
Lieutenant-General Backhouse, removed the coffin to
Great Missenden Churchyard, and erected a tombstone to
his memory.
The removal is recorded in the Parish
Register, as the following extract will show, viz.:—
" August 8th, 1807.—The remains of Thomas Backhouse,
Esq., removed by a Faculty from the Archdeacon of
Buckingham, from the Mausoleum in Havenfield to the
Churchyard of Great Missenden, and there interred.
H e died June 21st, 1800."
The monument is about eleven feet square at the base,
six and a half feet high on the north side, and four and a
half on the south side; the whole building is from sixteen
to eighteen feet high. There is a window or loop-hole on
the north side, and also one on the south side, each one
foot long by eight inches wide. The entrance was on
the west side, but it is now built up with flint. The
monument is built of flint, edged with brick on the roof;
and from the circumstance of some plaster still remaining
near the top, as seen in the drawing, it may be presumed
that the whole building had formerly been covered. It
is now in a very dilapidated state.
Believe me,
Yours affectionately,
WM. L O W N D E S .
REV.

C.

LOWNDES.

From the Rev.

BRYANT BUBGESS.

Latimer Rectoryy

Chesham,
Dec. 29, 1859.

MY

DEAR M R .

LOWNDES,

I went yesterday to look at the tombstone of the
Grimsdells. I know of no reason for these strange burials :
but the date of the first interment at Coke's Farm (1647)
suggests to my mind what may be a clue to the whole
question. In those troublous times, in which we know
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that party spirit ran very high in the country, it would
seem not unlikely that Grimsdell, with perhaps a prejudice against the service, and a dislike to consecrated
ground as connected with the idea of prelacy, might
choose to be buried in that picturesque spot on his own
property. The spot close by the house, and overlooking
a beautiful valley among the nills, is just such an one as a
man might stand on day by day, until with the peculiar
notions we have imagined, he might fancy it for his body's
resting-place. The head of the family being buried there,
and a vault made, the descendants, brought up with the
same opinions, might choose to be buried there also; and
then Mr. Liberty, of Chorley Wood, (whose name may
have had its origin in the free-thinking propensities of the
family) may have admired the spot, and the peculiarity
of such a place of burial—and so have resolved upon a
similar tomb for himself in his own field two miles away.
Now this is all my supposition only, but it appears to
me the most likely solution of the mystery. In the case
of the Grimsdells, the proximity of " Chapel Field" seems
to point the other way; but there is no sign that I can
find of any other interment there, and the wording of the
inscription is different from what we should expect to find
in a Churchyard. If there was a Chauntry Chapel there
before the Reformation, the bounds of the old Chapelyard may have remained in the seventeenth century, and
so, though unused for a time, might sanction the idea of
interment. I enclose a little account of the Flaunden
Tomb.
Believe me,
Very faithfully yours,
B R Y A N T BURGESS.
FLAL'NDEN—FLANDEN—OR FLAMDEN.
The old Church or Chapel of Flaunden is situated in a
corner of Hertfordshire which projects into the county
of Buckingham, between Chenics and Latimers. It is
now in ruins, a new Church having been built in the
village.
About two hundred and twenty yards east of the old
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Church, in an orchard by the side of the footpath, is an
altar-tomb of very fine brick-work, surmounted by a flat
stone slab, and about the tomb are four stones marking
the extent of the vault. The stone slab bears the following inscription:—

Sacred to the Memory
of Mr. William Liberty, of
Chorley Wood, Brickmaker,
who was by his own desire buried in
a Vault in this part of his estate.
He died 21 April 1777 aged 53 years.

Here also lieth the Body of
Mrs. Alice Liberty
widow of the above named
William Liberty
She died 19 May 1809
aged 82 years.

The Tomb stands east and west.
It seems to me not improbable that having seen the
tomb of the Grimsdells, at Coke's Farm, this person may
have imbibed the idea of being buried in a similar way.
There is a report that Liberty was an atheist, but I
know of no proof of its truth.
Dec.,

1859.

BRYANT

BURGESS.

