A LETTER FRCM ADMIRAL SMYTH ON THE
PURSTIT OF ARCHJ/EOLOGY.

8¢, Fohn's Lodge, nowr Agleslury, W—9—"38,

My biear SiR,

I resret that o provions arrangement will prevent my
attending the annual mecting of the Architectural and
Azrchicological Soricty for the County of Buckinghom ;
but n fow words will express the pleasuee T feel in the
advance of mn institution so well calculated to prove of
very material local value,  The day has passed when the
antiquary was merely known by his longings for the pos-
seasion Tof © auld mick-nackets,” and trivial banbles of
price and zarity ¢ the pursuit of archmology has ripened
1nto a science which contermplates the progressive deovel.
opment of ran, and the agprogation of the race into fami-
lies and comypunitics : it has impraved inte characteristic
investigations which, by inductive steps, throw such Light
on the ohscurity of former periods by the consequent diz-
closures, that we can better understand the present, and
cnjoy a surer anticipation of the futurc,

J'I ¢re are, however, breakers on the horizon! The

rincipal feature of the present ame is strictly mechanical,
the which—wonderful and beneficial as it nndoubtedly is
—displays no sympathy with by-gone or indecd any other
times ; f:ﬁ the swceping raarch of Utilitarianism is rather
reckless ns to hcrcu{l;;’c . 'Tis true that archaic eympathics
must Field to political demands, and each year necessarily
dimimushes the land-marks of human OLCupACY i past
ages; but surely wanton destruoction is odions. The me-
morable threat of cutting through Westminster Abbey,
to callous to the best [eclings of human wature, was
in itsclf quite sufficient to arouse the alarm and waken
the vigilence of archmologists. Upon me the tocsin
thus sounded etruck with sach force  that, while
occlpying the post ofy Director of the Bocicty of An-
tiquaries of Leondon, I frequently bestirred myself in
culling attention to the nccelerating advange of destruc-
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tion wpon our national memorizls, by the continuel
encroachments of the civil enmineer 1 added to which, fivun
the blamable carelessness of certain local awthoritics—the
recent altergtions in the Jaw of interment, and the heart-
less etrides of heave-zhead-ist nnder ite delusive flag of
expedicney, manﬂ of onr wenamental recuins have al-
ready been totally effaccd. Buch destroying  powers
united, must imevitably cause the ulter loss of momaora-
tives equally necessary Lo gercalegw, ehronolegy, and
every branch of historical evidence. Nor has the danger
becnallowed topass unobserved ; ILent, Budford, and Survey
have vigarowsly taken the ficld, the Spalding Socicty is on
thealert, and most of cur counties are armins ; but above all,
the greatest examble 1s in the activity ol the Antiquarian
Boeicty of Newenstle-on-Tyne, nided by the powerful

atrovage and intellizenee of the 1wke of Northunher-
Paml. This proise-worthy }ﬂmlml.\:. Lins not only undex-
taken the invostigation of all the seattered materials jeo-
pardized by the onsct of imprevement smeng it military
posts, ancient towns, and castiarctanion, bk 5 alse biing-
ing together the numerous munimental evidences where-
with to clucidate and confront them.

Now it is obviously as cssential for &Il our Provineial
Ipstitutions to be awake as for the antiquarica of Nor-
thumberland ; they ate ealled upon to leck to their local
vestigia, and cspecially to eolloct euthentic eopicy of the
still-remaining brasses, inecised slabs, and important lapi-
dary inecriptions in their respective counties; and these
coplez might eneily be eatalogued, and deposited safcly
for futurc inquirers. In a word, the investipation of
carly remains, with the gamering of mute records have
hecome a duty; and syatematic rescarch must be greatly
furthered by the proposcd amendment of that arch-chemy
to cxcavation—nomely the law of Treaswro-trove.  LUhe
necessity for these objecta will presently appear; but in
the mean lime wo may remind the beginner how valunbla
a scrics of names, dites, and facts is, hereby obtninable,
witheut the afloy of imaginary virtuwes which remder
the tributary lays of many modern tombstenes so worth-
less; besides the unimpeachable illustratione of arms,
costumcs, cophizances, devices, and orpamenis  thus
accruing. The scund antiguary hae studicusly 1o detcet
cvery possible error in copies of the title devds, con-
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veyanees, and decumentary or inscriptive evidence of
crery  kind; even though ench might be decmed
* charter-proof,' it uught to be received under salu-
tarj' doubt and prudent eamion.  All deawings by hand,

antegraph copying are hiable te wecful and sometimes
to ludierous blunders: for the copyer will inevitably
follow conjeeture upon doubtful or obscure marks, inso-
much as to occasion a deplorable waste of time al stale
learning amony some of kit readers. Ewven the point-
in%l of inscriptions is ge commected with the improvement

progress of lanpuace, that every one intorested aliould
a0 carcfully copy the stops as the characters; besides
which, the very form of the letters and monograms are
often terse and simeificant. The Romans whe dwelt in
Britain eometimes placed marks of distinetion at the end
of cach word, as may Lbe scen in the numerous memorials
preserved in our collections ; lme the present important
usage anel practice of punctestion were unknown to them,
Hence much infepence asio the exact date of 0 monument
may be iathcrcd wherever such stops accur, even thongh
the words may tun in Latin.  This will be the more evi-
dent when we reeoflect that the noles in question were
nob all intreduced simultancounsly—the commn, the inter
ropative, and the period preceded the semi-colon, the
colon, and the mnrk of adiniration ; ner de they all appear
in nae ot the same timg, tll alout the year 1600 Here
then we have a rangc of about two conturies and a hali—
from abont the middle of Edward the "Phird’s reign to the
close of Elizabeth"s—1tn watch the inscribing progress by,
from the Jenfin the verbal divisions of the earlicr records,
to the steps and connecting ligntures of 1he more modern ;
and from the coarse uneinl and Longnbardie, to 1the ald
English black letter and the Roman type.

Sgumc very enrious oxamples of the wselulness, and even
the necessity, of attending to these minutiz have lately
hecu brought to Light in what are desiznated ™ palimp-

* brogses 3 or those wherean the se ule]nrfﬂ metnarials
of indi'lr iduals in one generation have [hrc'n displaced, or
altercd, in order to nuke way for those belonging to ana-
ther, Thos a slab which sinhit have been voted in hatior
for a dezevving functionary, v wlich mandfested 1he aflee-
tion ot a 1';Lt:15]_1.', lias, whew the Jiving bl Qi vat, or the
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rclations were removed, heen turned face downwards, and
the new surface blazoned as pride or wealth dictated.
Yee, happily for the ends of justice, the characters and
attributes on the two sides arc generally in such open and
palpable antagoniem, that to the practised aye truth re-
mains triumphant, Of this species of cuckoo-piracy, the
specimen lately found io the chancel of Hedgerley ﬁmrch
tn this covaty, and deseribed by my friend Mr. Allbert
Way, wasa notable detection.  Tuthis case the firet surface
had been claborately engraven in memory of an Abbat,
hight Thomas Totyngton, who was gathered to his fore-
fathers in 1312. {lere his dignity reposcd for more than
a couple of centuries, when all hie friends having passed
away, and Hedgerley becomiog peopled by those who
Enew not Totyngton, the brasa was reversed, and its other
surface richly inciged to record the person and children
of Dame Margaret Bulstrode, wha died in 1540,

Now stringent accurary being the very sheet-anchor of
transcription, and well-knowing some lamentable crrers
in censequence of the oversights of eopyers, I roselved
whenever 1 should be under the necessity of making usc
of a votive record, or inseription of any grave import, to
use every endeavour to obtain a rubbing. or a cast: and
latterly the new and beauntiful process of photography has
been sucoezsfully applied to this purposze, in some cases.
wight enlarge upon cortain serious mistakes which have
reauited from the hand-copying of our memorabilia, but
we need here only dwell upon local bearings, and evin on
them the notice ﬁfmll be brief. While engaged in writing
the Edes Hartwelliana poor Perkin-a-legh came before
me, and hie noted epitaph was to be found in Camden,
Yrowne Willis, Pennant, Lysons, and others; but m
close cxamination I found that they all differed, ina Sltght
degree, fromeach other.  Lhough on the whole the difter-
vices wore of no material impart to the geoeral meaning,
the discrepancics were anmnoying, ar cvincing a want of that
care which carries conviction; for what is worth copying at
all, is worth copying correctly. And s ray son—Charles
Piazzi Smyth—was then travelling imto the north, I pre-
vailed on him o terry at Macelesiel? in order to make
me a rubbing from the brass itself; and (he ineeriphion
miven in that work (page M}, is the true reading. .

But T will submit ancther instance, as still more 1a

n
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point with the teneoar of this communieation,  Just abowve
the amcient piscina on the left of the communion-table i
Dinton cllurch, there is a smpall breass 1,1]:,'Lt{~j l,mgra\'i:ﬂ mn
Roman capitale, to the memory of Elcanore Hampden, the
heiress of Hartwell, who was married to Sic ‘LThomas Lee,
to whom she eonveyed the manor and appurtenonces to
whirch she liad suceeeded.  Iiere the subject is of snfficient
consequenee, aod the wseription plain enough Whrongh
any spectacles ; yet instead of copying it aceurately for
his expensive County History, Dr. Lipscomb huas printed
it with a diminutive pieatype (Part IIT, page 1568) thus :(—
Ilere lyoth the bodie of ye Ladie Trame Elinoe the Wty
o 5ir Thomos Lee of Mecten Knt, who hod dzsac betoeen
them 24 children,  #be doparted thie Life the Gth day of
April 1633,
1Ler children lagt & mother ot her denth
I'he church o member, and ye poor s foend.

Ko antiguary vould have expected so mouch inaccuracy
in so recent a publication ; and cspeeinlly where there
exists an easy access to the original®  Not only are the
spelliugs, the comtractiona, the staps, the Lne-lengths, and
the dipthengs neglected, bat, as I remarked in the Aidles,
{paze 5%) the Doctor has actually dealt a deatf-Llow to the
thyme of the concluding couplet. From an excellent
rubling which was expreszsly made for me Ly Blrs,
Smyth, the following are the exact words and measurc :—

IIERFE LYETM THE BODIE OF YE LADIE NAME ELTXOR

IEE, WIFE TO §* THOMAS LER OF MORTOY . K*

WII HATY ISSYE NETWENE THEM 214 CHIL.

DREN, & 51KE DEPARTED TIIIS LIFE THE 670

DAY OF APRIL 1553,
HER CHETLDHEN LOST A MOTIIEIR AT HLER END
THE CHVRCL A MEMBER & Y® POORE A FHEND.
Bhortly after this was printed in the Aldes, Dr. Lee

caused 3 rubbing from the same brass te be made and

® Tn in inteveating ¥olume on the Forest af Dean, just published by
Mr. Murrny, tus e, IL QL Svicholls haa ~hewn a curived and indis.
putoble fact ; for the evidence is from & * brosa'” of the X¥1h contury,
uew in Newland charch.  Oh thise memoriol, it b elearly seee taar the
present cugtonn of the men helding o ek betwoen theic teeth nae whiel
to iz o candle duting their subtecrdncin toek —tuzether with the soull-
gas, the poculiar mavock, the thick vectoeats, ond the mineed had—
hwre vontinued blenteally the some among the mingrs of that Koyal
Farest, for upwhrds of 400 woam,
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mounted for hie own collection at Ifartwell House; but
on my mentioziog that I was nbout to write to you on the
subjoct, he kindly authorized my prcsnntingh it ke the
Architectural and Archaxological Society, in his name;
and it is herewith forwarded.  Assuredly ee flagpramt a
sumple of gross inattention ae is thus exposed, shows tho
urgent noressity fora re-cxamination of the various detaila
hitherts given of the County’s refuste sonuments,  Buch
an undertaking—and, with many, guch a labour of love—
alletted in parochial or other portions, is truly & [ogitimate
alm Ine Coutty Associations ; antl by such means Connty
Histories will become, ns they onght, more and more use-
tul and irustworthy in ceferenmee, Morcover, whilc these
matters are under attention, steides will necessarily be
niade towards the desirable end of compiling an archa-
logival map of the county, showing the sites of the
tumuli, monoliths, roads, passcs, encampments, and
relics of every description, whether pre-historie, British,
Roman, Saxon, Danish, or Normau—which, to use
Bacon's cxpression,  have casually cscaped the ship-
wreck of Time " and this is rtml&rud}'the cusivr, inasmuch
as aur ecxeellent Orvdoanee Maps afford a correct basis,

1t was my intention to have appended a fow of my own
" expericncca” in this line, with respeet to the readiest
methods of making rubbinge, and obtaining fac-zimilia in
cascs of difficnlty; Dut recollecting that my fricnd Mr,
John Williams, of Sonwrset House, w perhaps the most
practisel Land in England in that particular department,
as well as in toking cxguisite casts of gems miul coins, [
r::qn.ﬂst{:{l bim e favor me with infn.rmation l'l"gﬂ.rfllng lus
procezs.  In an immediate reply, this gentleman has very
openly related his management, the which is so likely to
prove useful to the antiquarian Tyre, that I take the
liberty of subjoining a coplous cxtract.

I beg to remain, my dear Sir,
Your's faithfully,
W, II. SMYTH.

The Rey. CHARLES Lownpze, F.R.AS.,
Hoa, Hee., &r.
2
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Extract of a Letter from Ar. WiLllramz to Admiral

SxvrH, dated—
Sowerser Hovee, Sept. 15th, 1858,

“ Aspording to your desice I send youw an necount af my method of
COPYINE iRseTipticon on atane or brose wich facility ond perect accoracy,
1 wae lcd to itm ndopbion by e followiog ¢iveumstonces : =T bha yeag
1832 I wan engrped in the sbudy of the Egyplien Hicrogliphics, ond as I
fourd 1 could not depensl upon tha accarmey of printed or engraved
copies of Egyption moouments, [ endesvoursd te find come method by
which I tmight be able to copy mechunicatiy, with ropidity and ot the
mame Bme with perfcet acentacy wuch Leackiptions as I might fequine,
The reault won the wduptloa of e method T e abont to desenbe, oned I
may add thet during thet and the four suceceding yoare 1 successfully
copied the inseriptiona on ncarly the whole of the monuments thon in
ithe Writish Muscum. I alss copied those in the museum ef Hir Johu
Soane including the selrhrated Belzoni Sercophagus, togcther with Gobe
In the powcanion of Dr. Lee, arul |n the’ Aslenolean Musemt ot Oxfoed,
with many othees i (AU rent private eoliectiovns, Tlicse inxcriptisms, mll
of course the exnct mizd of the originnls, now cecupy four lacgo volumes,
end wera lakon from pome hundreds of manuments.'”

The following is the mothed which be adopted -

nA p:?qr blackened on one side s prepared ns follows : —Taka & amrll
portion of yellow soep, eny sbout the size of & nut, Tudb it up carefully
with water uniil it bocomes of the consistency of thick paste, withouk
Tawops of any kind: to this addl s suwdfllcient quentity of bloek lead in
powdir) mic thoae ntimakely, adding 6 few dropa of water, il nesesanry,
p0 ax to keep it of the eundisbengy I hnye whrencdy mentioned, viz., that of
thirk paste. Spresd thim on the surface of paper of sry kind, and seeppe
off a8 much as posaible of the supcrlucus colouring matter,  Suffer it to
dry, and now again sczape tho surfnce a0 aa o remove 6ll the composition
that might come off in patches in thesncceeding manipulation, the chject
being ter eave on the poper an exeeedingly thin Aln of blaslk load apred.d
uwml:r [Ty p-u:luihlﬂ: over it; this whep luil with the Llackened side on
whito papor will leare & waee ¢ven by mercly pussing the Geger nedl
over it

“ Thie in the copying paper i in addition to this o piece of weod must
be pyovided about aix nched long, half e inch thick, and of about the
enroe width, the end of this shiuld be hollowed ot e os o lenrn
en edgo projecting a lictle shaped, in shert, ke this Geare. The o
of this can br applicd roadily to the paper, and i essentisl to
production of 4 poed copy.

" The paper I employed in mekiag try copics wan of the sl known
toakationers e 't double erown, ™" in is o thin whitc paper of conwides
mble gi2e, and angwers better than e thicker paper, am tha sbuctuwre of
the Iatter equently provents the taking of many of the fincr lines.

“Ln erder to eapy an inscription with these materiale, we most first
fix, by meana of n little pesta {thoempkers ofif poste in the Best} ene of
the sheetas of double crown over the ohirct to he copied : applying the
prate st the torner of the sheot of papier will be fund quite wifhcient, o
it i merely required o keep the peper in ita place. Loy upon this n

feee af the propared paper with the blackened aide downwosde, sod rul
it ab the bheek with the wlge of the piece of wood. The black comes off
teadily, amd eorers Al the prominent parta, while the inacription and
other sunken parts rempin white, Theflexibility of the paper enabls
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it to bo npplicd in all directions, and eonsoquently the copy con bo maode
a8 sharpas ; any partathat are imperfect can rmdﬁ;hemluunhm!.
and es the blaekenod paper is not permanently fixed in ony way, the pro-
gl‘m& of the work can be ascertained readily. 'When findshed the copy

cagily detached, and if necessary the traces of the paste used in fixing
it, can readily be removed with & wet gponge. The time cceupied in
oopying an aljecl is short,

maoy also ndd thot by wsing 8 lithogrophio compound for bisckonin

the paper and transfer-paper for the copy, T was cnabled to romove it
to a lthographic stone, and thae multiply the copies ed Dpfinifum,

*) In order to certain feclings in this vieinity, I
have forborne to instance the discreditable and rapid
destruction of Quarendon Chapel and its interesting mir-
bles (‘see Aldes Hartwelliana, page 62): a spoliation
which cannot be imputed to rail-roads, or other improve-

ment.
W.H 8.



