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EASY ON-LINE ACCESS TO FIGURES AND PLATES:
This report runs to a total of 137 printed pages, which makes it too large for
publication on-line as a single digital file. The report has therefore been split
into eleven separate sections. Each can be downloaded separately and saved
locally.

The report contains 56 drawings (‘figures’) and 12 photographs (‘plates’). For
ease of access these have all been saved into a single file titled ‘Magiovinium
– figures and plates’. The reader should open (or download) this file when
reading any of the report’s 11 sections. Individual illustrations referenced in
the text can then be found by searching for ‘Figure XX’ or ‘Plate XX’, where
‘XX’ is the number of the figure or plate you wish to view.
The full details for academic source references g iven in the text can be
found in the 11 th and last section of the report: ‘A bibliography of
Magiovinium’

THE FINDS

The Coins
The official excavation produced 138
coins identified and reported here by P. E.
Curnow. During the two years following
the completion of the excavation, as the
roadworks continued, the area was
systematically worked by members of the
Bletchley Metal Detector Club who
recovered 601 coins. The bulk of these
were kindly identified by P. Woodfield,
and others by M. Petchey of the Bradwell
Abbey Field Centre, Every care was taken
to avoid the same coins being identified
twice. The report therefore is divided into
two parts, excavated coins by P E Curnow
and metal detector finds by P. Woodfield.

The two groups are shown independently
on the coin histograms (Fig. 22A, B). A
further subdivision of the excavated coins
(hut not the histograms) was made to
establish whether the coins on Sites 17 and
18 were of similar loss, Discussions on the
groups by the separate authors follow each
coin list. Combined lists appear in the site
archive, the coin identification number
corresponding to the numbers in brackets
following each entry. Two coin hoards from
Magiovinium worthy of mention include
251 fourth-century pieces found in 1962
(Griffiths 1967, pages 27-8) and 296 denarii
found in 1967 at the junction of Watling
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Street and Galley Lane. The latest coin of
these was dated AD 183 (Crawford 1969,
113-22). In 1987 more coins from this
hoard were recovered by metal-detector
users. (D.S.N.)
The Excavated
Coins by P. E.
Curnow
The evidence of coin loss suggests
more or less continuous activity from the
mid first century to the late third century
(Fig. 22A). The number of coins of
Flavian and Trajanic/ Hadrianic date may
be misleading as most of them are heavily
worn and some could have been lost in
the second or even in the third century as
is the case with the Antonine pieces.

Nevertheless the presence of the Lhree
Julio- Claudian pieces and the two denarii
tends to confirm that there was activity in
the first century.
The later third century is represented,
but neither regular nor irregular radiates
are present in exceptional numbers. Their
considerable degree of wear suggests
proper monetary use.
The early fourth century shows a
remarkable paucity: only two pieces, both
of 320-3, are earlier than the bulk
Constantinian issues of the 330s and even
then there are few regular pieces present;
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for example not a single 2-victories type
of Constantius II and Constans, although
there is quite a high proportion of copies
of the types most prone to imitation. This
is in contrast to the distribution shown in
the metal detector list where early to mid
fourth-century coins are much better
represented.

In the excavated coin list the second
half of the fourth century clearly
represents a relative peak of activity with
substantial numbers of the Houses of both
Valentinian I and Theodosius I being
present.
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Coins Discovered by Metal Detectors 1979-81
by P. Woodfield
Following the completion of the
excavations and before the new road was
finished there was opportunity for
members of the Bletchley Meta! Detectors
Club to scan the area of Site ! 7, The
assistance of Mr G. Foster and members of
the club is gratefully acknowledged. They
were made aware of the archaeologists
need to see the total assemblage of finds
and accordingly 601 coins were submitted
for examination. It might have been
expected that the meLbod of recovery
would favour coins of large module but
there is no evidence for this; the coin
histogram (Fig. 22C, p. 36) shows no
distortions.

Coins of special interest include three
Republican issues (Nos. 1-3) found close
together on undisturbed ground opposite
the Pullman Cafe. One was found with an
archaeologist present, possibly from the
bottom of a field ditch containing firstcentury pottery. Whereas Republican
silver is not unusual on British sites, and
remained in circulation well into the postinvasion period, the appearance of a
bronze of c.90 BG is unusual, the nearest
parallel being a bronze from the extensive
site of Ashfurlong, near Olney, Bucks (D.
Mynard, pers. comm.). Punch marks on
the obverse of the Magiovinium piece
might indicate a secondary function which
served to keep it in use.The dupondius of
Antonia (No. 9) is an uncommon find. The
ratio between identifiable and extremely
worn first and second-century bronzes is
normal, the high proportion of the latter
resulting from their continued use in
circulation well into the third century. The

plated denarius of Caracalla (No, 121) is
also interesting—there appears to be a
deliberate attempt to erase certain letters
of the VOTA SVSCEPTA X legend to
form another, but uncertain, reading.
Some coins of the mid and late third
century clearly show their silver content
or have been silver washed. Of the later
coins there are no pieces worthy of special
comment, the pattern of reigns, reverse
types and mints being quite normal.
Representation in the post-Roman period
is again normal. There are no Saxon coins,
while the medieval period is represented
by a thin scatter of commoner coin types.

Histogram
The 581 Roman coins have been plotted
(Fig, 22C) on an annual coin-loss-per1000 histogram as described by Casey
(1974), To the histogram have been added
the unidentified coins spread over their
appropriate periods and the irregular coins
(shaded), again spread over the accepted
periods of their use. In addition, the 473
closely identified coins have been plotted
on a separate histogram ( Fig. 22B,p.32),
based on the Curnow-Reece time
divisions, for comparison with the
excavated coins.
This exercise shows a fairly normal rate
of coin loss. The early periods are, in
comparison with histograms for other
local
sites,
strongly
represented,
particularly the two Trajanic decades; this
might just be due to the better chance of
detection offered by the larger flans.
Again, the second half of the third century
peaks are quite normal and the only point
of significance is the relatively low peak
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Histogram
The 581 Roman coins have been plotted
(Fig, 22C) on an annual coin-loss-per1000 histogram as described by Casey
(1974), To the histogram have been added
the unidentified coins spread over their
appropriate periods and the irregular
coins (shaded), again spread over the
accepted periods of their use. In addition,
the 473 closely identified coins have been
plotted on a separate histogram ( Fig.
22B,p.32), based on the Curnow-Reece
time divisions, for comparison with the
excavated coins.

This exercise shows a fairly normal rate
of coin loss. The early periods are, in
comparison with histograms for other
local
sites,
strongly
represented,
particularly the two Trajanic decades; this
might just be due to the better chance of
detection offered by the larger flans.
Again, the second half of the third
century d
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peaks are
quite

reached in period 23 where on local sites
the coin loss annually per 1000 may be
expected to reach between 25 and 30, The
relatively substantial number as late as
period 27 (388-402) indicates that this
suburban area probably continued to be
occupied to the very end of the Roman
period. In this respect the area differs
from the outer suburbs of Towcester,
where occupation is of similar character

(plot divisions containing insubstantial
buildings
where
a
variety
of
manufacturing
trades,
particularly
metal- working, were pursued) but
where occupation apparently ceases in
period
25
(364-78),
In
neither
Magiovinium nor Towcester suburbs is
thepeak in the Gallic period reached as
it was in the walled area of Towcester
and other urban sites,
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This article continues in Section 5: Other Finds.
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