
are included. The authors are sensitive to townscape, and sympathetic to the work of minor architects of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The fact that a number of hands have been at work is not obtrusive, and the writing is in general lucid and lively; the writer whose work stands out in this respect is clearly a person of wide-ranging scholarship. 
Where dissatisfaction is felt it is not as a rule the fault of the authors. It must have been financial constraint that led to the exclusion of measured drawings, apart from one long section and one isometric; but the absence of plans and sections makes it harder to understand some of the buildings. One would have very much liked to know more, for example, about the 'quasi-cruck' at Brookfield Cottages, Bradwell (what is a quasi-cruck?). But this is perhaps a specialist's complaint. Similarly the brevity of the essays is no doubt unavoidable, but it has allowed very little in the way of supporting evidence for most of the dates proposed. This is the more unfortunate in that a number of photographs of timber-framed builings give some grounds for questioning the 

suggested dates. However, the more important buildings are properly given much fuller treatment. 
The 'hammer beams' in the Chantry House, Fenny Stratford, would have been better designated 'stub ties', since their structural function is quite different from that of true hammer beams. 
The lack of captions to make clear the viewpoints of the pictures is a small obstacle to comprehension, as it sometimes makes it difficult to relate picture and lexl. The pictures themselves are mostly informative, however, though of varying quality. The proof-reading leaves something to be desired. 
The function of a guide is to accompany a visitor, and this book will come into its own when used in that way. It is a considerable tribute to it, however, that it is to some extent a substitute for a visit, giving a clear and comprehensive conspectus of what there is to be seen in the new City. J.C.T. 

OBITUARY 
Rex Wailes Reginald (Rex) Wailes, OBE, FSA, fFSA, FIMechE, died in January 1986, aged 84, after being ill for some time. He was a remarkable character in many ways, combining the unusual qualities of a practical and practising engineer with a keen and perceptive artistic appreciation. Even at school he showed an interest in history, winning a school history prize. 

After training and apprenticeship he entered his father's engineering firm in the Euston Road. During the war, he adapted its equipment for the production of precision tools for the Government and finally became Manager. He was closely associated with the Institute of Mechanical Engineers and the Newcomen Society, of which he became President. 
From 1963 to 1971 he served as consultant to the first Industrial Monument Survey spon-

sored by the Council for British Archaeology -a most important and exacting task for which he was awarded the OBE in 1971. He also had close links with the SPAB, for whom he published a source book of Windmills and Watermills. His best-known work, for which he will be principally remembered, was The English Windmill, published in 1954. His wide historical and practical knowledge in this field took him far and wide, and he actually designed and supervised the construction and erection of a windmill for Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia. 
He was a member of the Bucks Archaeological Society for many years and his advice was always available concerning windmills and watermills in the county. He was elected a VicePresident and was a regular attender at our meetings. 
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His wife, Enid (nee Berridge) survives him, and through her his artistic appreciation was nurtured and sharpened. Her father ran the Wigmore Hall (where I was often privileged to hear music I could never otherwise have enjoyed, from the Director's seats!). Enid was herself a talented violinist. One of Rex's great 
f~iends was Tom Hennen, the artist, and he had a collection of his paintings-many of which, needless to say, were of windmills. 

So passed a notable character who will be sadly missed and gratefully remembered in a number of fields, but above all, as a man. E .C.R. 
Mrs Kate White Kate White was a great Aylesbury personality. Starting as a junior in Aylesbury Borough offices, she was elected to that council 

in 1945 and was Mayor 1951-53. At that time she and her husband were managers of the King's Head. A number of years in the printing industry were followed by an appointment as Appeals Secretary of a national charity (Spina Bifida). She was a keen and informed member of this Society. E.V. 
Other losses to the Society during 1986 were occasioned by the deaths of Mr E. Muir-Smith, Mr D. E. North and Mr Alan Ruse who, for many years, was a regular attender at the Outings. Lady (Evelyn) Pauncefort-Duncombe of Great Brickhill died on 31 May not long before her ninetieth birthday; although not an active member she always took a lively interest in the Society for the near sixty years that she was a member. She had resigned as a member a year before her death. 

THE SOCIETY 
Membership The Society learnt with regret during 1986 of the deaths of Lady (Evelyn) Duncombe, Mrs Kate 'vVhitc, E. ~.1:uir -Smith, T'\ P Nnrth 

~. ~ · ..... '-' ......... , F. Peers, and Alan Ruse. 
At 31 December 1986, paid-up membership comprised 396 ordinary members, 133 family memberships, 3 juniors (exclusive of those in family memberships) and 16 affiliated societies. 

Council Council met five times during the year, under the chairmanship of Dr A. H. J. Baines, FSA. With great regret Council accepted the resignation for reasons of ill health of Mrs E. M. Elvey, for many years the Hon. Archivist, and wishes to express its sincere thanks for the great contributions made to the work of the Society by both Mrs Elvey and her late husband, G. R. Elvey, FSA. Mrs L. M. Head undertook to double the job of Hon. Archivist with that of Hon. Librarian and Publications Officer. Coopted to Council were Miss M. E. Devereux (Membership Secretary), E . J . Bull (Newsletter E ditor and Meeting Organizer) , A. F. Elcoate (Hon. Secretary, Natural History Section), Mrs 

Sue Gill (who assists the Hon. Archivist), and G. N. Gowing, MA, FMA (Museum Curator). Miss M. M. T. Gornall assists the Hon. Librarian_ 
Thanks were expressed to Mrs Elvey for the bequest of £100 received under the will of the late Gerald Elvey. 
The Liberty Trust was thanked for a grant of £150 towards rebinding of books in the Society Library and for ihe gifi io the Museum of a John Schorne pilgrim medallion. 
Council elected Miss T. E. Vernon, now the senior member of the Society, having joined in 1921, an Honorary Member. 
A grant of £10 was made to the Buckinghamshire Council for Voluntary Service. 

Bucks County Council Library & Museum Sub-Committee Society representatives were Elliott Viney, FSA, Dr A. H. J. Baines, FSA and Dr R. P. Hagerty. 
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