NOTES

A POST-MEDIEVA L S L I P W A R E BOWL
FROM CUDDINGTON, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

With the publication of a group of slip
decorated pottery from Brill (Cocroft, pp. 7293 above), it seems opportune to draw attention
to an almost complete slip decorated bowl from
Cuddington in the collection of the County
Museum, Acc. No. 32.77.
The bowl was presented to the Museum in
1977 by Mrs J. C. Murray of Cuddington
following discovery in a paddock in the village.
The bowl was broken when found and has subsequently been restored.

It is hemispherical with a pronounced
footring and has an evenly oxidized brick-red
fabric. The interior has a clear glaze, which
gives a light brown colour to the body of the
vessel. The slip decoration is predominantly
yellow in colour, although some is green,
presumably caused by the presence of copper.
Some evidence of wear to the glaze at the base
of the bowl was visible.
The bowl is probably of eighteenth-century
date. Its fabric compares well with that of Brill
products and the 'marbled' slip trail pattern as
noted above is a common feature of that
industry.
I am grateful to Linda Babb, Keeper of
History, Buckinghamshire County Museum,
for bringing this vessel to my notice.
W. D. Cocroft

Fig. 1. Bowl from Cuddington (1:4).

T H E A M E R S H A M FINGER-RINGS

Through an unfortunate oversight, two of
the late Roman rings illustrated in Records Vol.
26 (1984), p. 130, Fig. 1 were shown upside
down. The figure opposite repeats Pat Jacobs's
drawing of rings 1-5 but with the intaglio faces
of rings 1 and 3 now the right way up.

drawing of ring 6, in many ways the most distinctive of the group and the one paralleled at
Moor Park, Herts. I am very grateful to Mr
Julian Munby FSA for providing the replacement drawing shown on the facing page.

Even more unhappy was the loss of the

M. Henig
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Fig. 1. The Amersham finger-rings.

T H E MUSEUM
The main event in the year was the opening
of the new gallery on Aylesbury by the
Chairman of the County Council on December
6th. The cost of this was generously met by the
Trustees of Harding's Charity and it was
designed by Robin Wade Associates. It is
intended to complement the Rural Life Gallery
and, in addition to illustrating life in Aylesbury,
to show different influences on town as
compared with rural life. There is a brief
historical introduction and then sections on
different aspects of life in Aylesbury. These
include manufacture, shops, the prison, John

Wilkes, and leisure activities. The general
atmosphere of the Gallery is designed to give
a market air and it has proved very popular.

Two open days on the theme 'Fun and
Games in the Museum' were held on May 3rd
and 4th. Apart from special Museum displays
there were demonstrations by local schools of
maypole dancing on the Friday, and Morris
dancing by local groups on the Saturday, as
well as some games for visitors to participate in.
Fortunately the days coincided with a fine
weekend and there were over 3000 visitors.
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The main exhibition was 'Views of Stowe' by
John Piper. Many of the drawings were
originally produced with a view to publishing
them as aquatints but there was also a number
of finished watercolours. The exhibition also
included a few views of Stowe executed during
the war and the differences in style between

these and the later works was of much interest.
The number of visitors during the year was
31,744, which was the highest on record,
mainly due to the Open Days.
C.N.G.

COUNTY RECORD OFFICE

There was a total of 132 accessions during the
year (148 in 1984), the largest accession being
that from Francis and How, solicitors,
Chesham. The District Valuer for North Bucks
deposited some material for the great 1910
valuation which to some extent complements
the so-called Domesday Books already held.
Some additional records were received for
former local authorities in North Bucks; one
group of files for the borough of Buckingham
came to light in the Old Town Hall building.
Records were received for some 22 ecclesiastical parishes. 5 were for parishes which had
not previously deposited. 4—Drayton Parslow,
Stewkley, Winslow and Middle Claydon—had
parish registers dating from the 16th century.
The records received from Great Marlow are of
particular interest. The accounts of the churchwardens and overseers are among the earliest
and best in the county and there is extensive
documentation on the building of the new
parish church in the 1830s. Some 19th-century
parish papers for Aylesbury relate in large part
to the restoration of the church after 1848.
The most impressive single document in this
category is the original royal charter, dated
1615, for Queen Ann's Hospital Charity, Newport Pagnell, which the Governors have placed
with the other records of the charity previously
deposited.
Francis and How, the old-established
Chesham firm of solicitors, have deposited the
bulk of their records. A large proportion
consists of title deeds, etc., of clients' estates
including the Fuller family's Hyde House estate
and the Lowndes estate in Bucks and London.
They also reflect the firm's activities as

stewards of the manorial courts, clerks to the
magistrates and to local boards, etc.

Among miscellaneous documents received
were summary building accounts for Denham
Place, 1688-1701.

Shortage of staff added to the problems of
listing current accessions and this was
considerably in arrears at the end of the year.
The large group of deeds of public houses in
south Bucks which came in last year was
catalogued and a collection of deeds for the
Newport Pagnell area was also catalogued after
an interval of several decades.
After a lengthy interval conservation work
recommenced in September when the new
archives conservator took up her appointment.
It was decided initially to devote most effort to
protecting the recently-reshelved
outsize
volumes of bound inclosure awards which, on
account of their weight, are prone to damage
from rubbing and scratching.
The general card index to places has been
improved by the addition of extensive cross
references. There has been consultation with
the County Council's computer unit about the
feasibility of computerizing the general index to
personal names.
The number of personal visits was 2469.
There has been no significant change in the
figures since 1982, following a peak of 2797 in
1981. This trend must be seen in the light of the
introduction of Monday closure in 1982, in
order to enable staff to devote more time to
cataloguing, and the very limited searchroom
available. Postal enquiries amounted to 783
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(738). 2750 telephone calls were logged (1904
for 10 months of 1984), of which 1348 were
enquiries and 697 were reservations. The
combined total for postal and telephone
enquiries in 1981 was 849.

The number of document slips presented was
6755 (6559). A total of 9893 (9467) items was
produced.

REVIEWS
The Aylesbury Association for the Protection
of Persons and Property, 1785-1985. Elliott
Viney.

Nothing could be more essentially English
than the Aylesbury Association for the
Protection of Persons and Property, which, as
Elliott Viney tells us in this attractive booklet,
celebrated its 200th birthday last year.
Membership has grown since the last war to
such an extent that the committee has had to
impose a limit of 320, which has led to the
creation of a waiting list. 'For a society which
does absolutely nothing except to enjoy one
convivial evening every year this is a
phenomenon which defies rational explanation.' Yes. But every reader of Records will
understand it.
The Association started with 43 members
(including four ladies), and the subscription
was 2s 6d. It was a form of insurance against
legal costs in an age when detection and
prosecution of crime depended mainly on
individual initiative; but what events—what
particular series of offences—led to its creation
is quite unknown. The offences for whose
detection and successful prosecution rewards
were offered do not give the impression of a
particularly menacing crime wave: Mr Dell's
pigeons were stolen, Mr Rickford's garden was
robbed, Mr Todd lost some stakes and hurdles.
In 1794 the most serious offence was the
maiming of one of Mr Todd's cows. In 1799
some joker removed the door of the local lockup.
The secretary was voted an annual salary of
one guinea, and nothing better illustrates the
Association's attitude to the passage of the

years than the fact that that, or rather its
decimal equivalent, is what he receives today.
Nevertheless there have been only eight
secretaries in the entire 200 years.

The Association's last effort to discharge its
original function seems to have been in 1942,
when a poster was issued seeking information
about damage to Mr Evvett's property in
Turnfurlong. As long ago as 1898 efforts were
being made to get the Association to extend its
activities, but they were regularly defeated by
motions that 'the Association be carried on as
heretofore'. Long may it continue.
J.C.T.

The Buckinghamshire Posse Comitatus 1798.
Ed. Ian F. W. Beckett. Buckinghamshire
Record Society No. 22, 1985. ISBN 0 801198
18 8.

The Buckinghamshire Record Society can
seldom have piublished anything more useful to
historians than this volume. Nothing else at all
comparable exists for the years between the
Muster Certificates of 1522 and the census of
1841, and ours is the only county whose Posse
Comitatus survives. It was compiled in
response to the threat of invasion from
revolutionary France, and lists all males
between the ages of 16 and 60, with their
occupations. It will be mined for years by
demographers and social historians, both local
and national.
Dr Beckett, who is Lecturer in War Studies at
the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, has
undertaken an herioc labour in editing the text,
which contains over 23,500 names: and on the
Posse as a military document he is a sure guide.

137

On the Posse as a social document it has to be
said that his grasp is less firm. He has been, for
example, much too trustful of the copyists
through whose hands the text has passed, and
this has led him into absurdities. There was
never any such trade as 'Slaisterer'; there was,
however, a way of writing a P in which the
upper loop is formed in one stroke with the
shaft, which in turn has a reverse curve at the
foot. It is found occasionally in the handwriting
of people whose letters were little practised, and
it can easily be taken for a long S. The
Lathbury constable evidently used it, and a
clerk has duly copied his 'Plaisterer' as
'Slaisterer'. A similar misreading (not of course
by Dr Beckett) has led to the ridiculous
'Saviour', which could safely have been
amended to 'Paviour' (Glossary and Little
Brickhill).
There are other confusions over some of the
trades. A Hamemaker (Glossary) is not a
'Maker of collars for draught horses'. Hames
are the curved brass 'horns' attached to the
outside of the collar. The collar itself was made
by the collarmaker, who should therefore
appear under 'Horse Trades' and not among
Textile and related Craftsmen', where he will
inevitably be taken for a clothing worker. It is
interesting that some men were both
collarmakers and lacepillowmakers: both
articles had to be very tightly stuffed and must
have involved similar skills and tools.
Similarly shovelmakers do not belong among
'Metal Craftsmen'. The shovels they made were
of wood throughout, and were used by
maltsters for turning grain on the malting floor
and loading it into the kiln. Speculation is
fuelled by the fact that the Chenies
shovelmakers bore the same name as one of the
maltsters of Ivinghoe. But only Edlesborough
had both shovelmakers and a maltster.
Other points like this could be made (a
cakeman was not an agricultural worker in
1798), and it cannot be denied that they are
blemishes. But we are not the less in debt to Dr
Beckett for making available to us so rich a
store of data to analyse and tabulate and
torture into yielding history. How interesting to

be able to plot the distribution of coal
merchants and corn factors, printers and tallow
chandlers. How tantalising that there should be
two miller's sons at Drayton Parslow but no
miller. How odd that three people should be
described simply as 'young man'.

One word of caution is necessary before we
plunge in. The uses to which the data can be put
are restricted by the lack of any consistent basis
for classification in the original returns. We
have, for example, 60 dairymen, 12 people who
were 'dairyman & farmer' and 44 who are
'farmer & dairyman'. But we also have 2,017
'farmers', and no clue to how many of these
were dairy farmers.
It is clear, however, that trades were less
widely spread than in the seventeenth century:
Amersham, for example, had lost its glovers
and pipemakers (listed here under 'Wood and
related Craftsmen'!), its fellmonger and its
sievemaker. But it still has a Maycock working
as a bricklayer and a Hobbs making horse
collars, as it had a hundred years earlier. An
impression of a dearth of clay-based trades is
perhaps to be explained by their concentration
in Coleshill, then in Herts.
One final complaint: it would have been
useful to people who are not familiar with
South Bucks (and perhaps even to some who
are) to have been told that Waterside, Botley
and Ashley Green, though not adjacent in the
text, are all townships of Chesham.
J.C.T.
Call to Arms. Ian F.W. Beckett, pp. 144.
Barracuda Books Ltd, 1985. ISBN 0 86023
245 X.

Dr Beckett's history of Buckinghamshire's
voluntary forces from Anglo-Saxon times to
1985, which concludes with a brief section on
regular units, neatly complements the two
recent volumes from the Buckinghamshire
Record Society. The current plight of publishing (the major publishers' main question
today seems to be: how can we sell this in the
American market?) has set him a difficult task.
In a book 144 pages long there are eighty-

138

three and a half pages of illustrations and as a
result the text is enormously compressed. There
is plenty of hard fact, and the book will remain
the obvious point of reference for all those who
want to settle arguments on the subject. But Dr
Beckett's aim is to add to the history of the
various units something of the social setting
within which they flourished. This is what
causes the problems: there is only room for a
brief mention of the Posse Comitatus (which he
has edited) in a paragraph about the administrative changes in the Napoleonic Wars. Two
sentences really cannot do justice to Joseph
Mayett's vivid account of his service at the
period. The pages covering the origins of the
militia up to the nineteenth century are
informative and useful.

plans as well as pictures of parades and camps
is particularly enjoyable. The part-time soldiers
of Buckinghamshire were an important part of
the social fabric over the centuries. Their
parades reminded all sections of society of a
long-standing military tradition. One important
part of that presence was the rousing music of
military bands—but in this nicely produced
book there is no room for even a sentence
about them!
John Broad

The Catuvellauni. Keith Branigan, pp. 225.
Alan Sutton, 1985. ISBN 0 86299 255 9. £10.95
(hardback).

The best part of the book covers the nineteenth
and early twentieth century, where Dr Beckett's
command of the subject enables him to
compress what he has to say elegantly, and
intertwine the social and military dimensions in
Buckinghamshire with a complex and changing
national legislative framework. The chapters on
the first and second world wars bring out
succinctly the part played by Buckinghamshire
units. By contrast the brief chapter on the
Territorial Army since 1945 is a mind-boggling
sequence of disbandments, switches, and
mergers. This may be an accurate reflection of
events, but could have been better listed in an
appendix.
The social dimension is also neatly encapsulated by Dr Beckett in various ways: Aylesbury's recurrent hostility to militia formations
in the eighteenth and nineteenth century;
attempts by labourers' friendly societies to stop
benefit to those who volunteered; the social
distinctions in the composition of the militia,
yeomanry and volunteers.
Whatever the book has lost by having such a
compressed text is compensated for by an
excellent choice of illustrations which portray
Buckinghamshire's Citizen Soldiers and their
leaders from the seventeenth century onwards.
Many of the best cover the first and second
world wars, but the nineteenth century section
with its reproduction of posters, letters and

This comprehensive and well-produced book
is the work of a son of Bucks and is dedicated to
Jack Head, author of the pioneering Early Man
in South Bucks. The Catuvellauni is the eighth
volume in the Peoples of Roman Britain series,
each one dealing with a tribal civitas and
each written by a well-known exper.t in Roman
Britain generally and in the relevant area
specifically. Professor Branigan is the series
editor and the layout of his book follows the
common pattern, comprising chapters on the
tribal territory and the pre-Roman Iron Age,
history AD43 to 367, communications and
urban settlement, rural settlement, industry and
the economy, and finally the later fourth and
fifth centuries.
Surprisingly, the book does not stress that
the only existing ancient documentary source to
name the Catuvellauni as a British tribe was the
historian, Cassius Dio, in his account of the
Claudian invasion. It ignores the geographer
Ptolemy who provided the sole documentary
record of the location of the tribal canton in
Roman Britain. It does mention the only
known epigraphic record, undated, of the
existence of a civitates catuvellaunorum on a
stone from Hadrian's wall, but omits the tombstone inscribed Regina . . . Catvallauna found
at South Shields. On the forum inscription
from Verulamium, of which it is a pity the book
does not reproduce and discuss possible reconstructions, the balance of opinion is that the
tribal suffix that was usual in the names of
civitas capitals was missing. This is true also of
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surviving written references, such as the
Antonine Itinerary. However, since Verulamium was the only polis credibly ascribed by
Ptolemy to the Catuvellauni, it must have been
the tribal capital.

The Catuvellauni were not named by Caesar
in De Bello Gallico. In the discussion in The
Catuvellauni as to the possible relation of this
tribe to tribes mentioned by Caesar, a point
not considered is whether the name of the
British leader, Cassivellaunus, indicated that he
belonged to the Cassi. This tribe was among
those mentioned by Caesar as offering to
surrender before his attack on the oppidum of
Cassivellaunus. Scission in tribes was common
during the Gallic wars. Caesar's description of
that attack suggested that only the base troops
of Cassivellaunus were trapped and his supplies
captured, while such of his mobile chariot
force as was present escaped. The subsequent
seeking of terms by Cassivellaunus was
particularly linked by Caesar to the defection of
the tribes rather than to the military reverses
actually suffered by his principal antagonist.
In The Catuvellauni, among the towns, we
learn preponderantly about Verulamium,
which is not surprising since this deserted site
has always been a magnet, first for despoilers,
later for spinners of legends, and in modern
times for serious excavators. However, even at
Verulamium only a fraction of the area has
been excavated and in the smaller urban settlements even less.
Dealing with communications, it is disappointing to find the work of the Viatores on
Roman roads in the area virtually dismissed.
Looking at the illustrations showing the road
system of the civitas, it is obvious that there
must have been a network of minor roads and,
from the disposition of settlements, villas and
industrial sites, one might reasonably deduce
that there had been roads closely following, if
not in detail coincident with, quite a few of the
roads traced by the Viatores.
The chapters on rural settlement and on
industry and the economy, make it clear that
the civitas had a flourishing base of mixed

agriculture, backed-up by productive ironworking, pottery and tile manufactories, as well
as stone and slate quarries. The number of
minor towns and other settlements, together
with the number of villas and farmsteads, in
the canton, indicate a considerable density of
population. The author argues convincingly
that the minor towns grew naturally from
marketing needs rather than by imposition of
an 'administered market' system.

Perhaps it is the final chapter dealing with
the shadowy decline of Verulamium which
provides the most food for thought. Here
archaeology is confirming that there was indeed
a still-functioning organized community well
into the fifth century as described in the
biography of St Germanus of Auxerre who
visited the town in 428 and 446/7.

Professor Branigan's book, with its up-todate, detailed treatment, its comprehensive
references and bibliography, will long remain
the standard popular work about those British
who were our predecessors in our county and
its neighbours.
R.P.H.

English Baptist Records: I. The General Baptist
Church of Berkhamsted, Chesham and Tring.
Transcribed by the Revd L. G. Champion, pp.
xiv + 116. Baptist Historical Society, 1985.
£8.00.

For over a century Nonconformist church
records have been appearing at a leisurely pace,
while the more recent growth of interest stimulated by the formation of County Record
Offices has increased the demand for such
primary sources to be made generally available.
This is particularly important where MSS
remain in the unpredictable keeping of church
officers. The Chesham book, fortunately in the
custody of the Record Office, now published as
the first in a new series of Baptist records,
appears in a cheap paper-covered format far
removed from the earlier publications of the
Baptist Historical Society which, in 1912,
included the records of the Upper Meeting in
Amersham and of the church of Ford or Cud-
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dington. While it is not impossible even today
to produce a volume to a higher standard, at
least one capable of rebinding, which this is
not, the enterprise of the Society is nevertheless
greatly to be welcomed.

instances of the observance of the 'day called
Christmas day'. The one page reproduced in
facsimile indicates that the transcription is not
without error (&c omitted) and shows that the
spelling has been tidied up with the loss of the
colloquial 'summonsed' and other innocent
Although the Church Book is much spellings which add colour and cause no inconconcerned with matters,of discipline, it covers venience. The absence of a transcriber's preface
many other aspects of church life including is particularly to be regretted and the lack of a
preaching appointments, the custody of trust physical description of the MS is unpardonable.
deeds, the holding of fasts, and the existence in Dr Arnold Baines has contributed a valuable
1751 of a small chapel library. Unfortunately general Introduction in which the complexities
many relevant subject headings do not appear of beliefs and the internal differences amongst
in the index and the user has, for example, to the General Baptists are clearly set out.
search hard for the five scattered references to
Christopher Stell
the meeting-house in Chesham, or the three

OBITUARY

Gerald Elvey
Gerald Ranking Elvey, FSA, who died on
7 November 1985 aged 83, edited this journal
with great distinction from 1970 to 1980. And
so much at home did he seem in the world of
historical scholarship that it was hard to believe
he had not swum in this stream all his adult life.
But this was far from the case.

He had been a naval cadet at Osborne and
Dartmouth during the first World War. Later
he went up to Oxford, where he gained First
Class Honours in PPE and a B.Litt., and was
awarded a year's travelling scholarship by his
college, Oriel. He spent an interesting year
visiting Eastern European countries created by
the peace treaties.

After graduating he read law, and was in fact
called to the Bar—most valuable experience for
an historian. But when the need arose for him
to take a hand in managing the family
engineering business, he felt that this was where
his duty lay; and for many years his recreation
was not history, but long walking tours in
remote parts of Europe (he had a great gift for
languages). It was not until he was about 50
that he plunged into the studies that were to
occupy him so fruitfully for the rest of life.
Many people come to local history late in life
and from quite other fields. Few of them stamp

their mark so firmly on the study of their
county's past, or make any part of it so
peculiarly their own. In this respect, and in our
own day, perhaps only Professor Chibnall
offers a close parallel: both self-taught
medievalists with a technological background,
both driven initially by an intense interest in a
particular point of purely personal interest that
led them to make contributions to learning of
very wide interest indeed. In Gerald's case the
starting point was the history of his own house,
Stonewells Farm, Chalfont St Giles.

Like others before him, he found little or
nothing of any use to him in print. This is the
point at which many give up. Gerald's daemon
drove him on. He taught himself to tackle
medieval Latin, and to read the court hand in
which it is written. He took to it all—as he once
said to me—like a duck to water, cutting his
palaeographical teeth on Bodley's Thoresby
Deeds. He taught himself not only to read the
record, but to understand what lay behind it.
He thus made himself not only into an able
palaeographer but into a medievalist of
distinction.
An early fruit of the deepening of his
scholarship and the widening of his interests
was a magisterial paper in Records, 1960, on
'Buckinghamshire in 1086'. Other papers

141

be grateful. For a few years he was Honorary
General Editor of the Record Society, and in
1977 he was elected to the Society of Antiquaries, which gave him much satisfaction.

followed, the last being a convincing
identification of that elusive figure, Walter of
Henley. But much of his learning never saw
daylight: it would have been good to read the
account he could have written about that
brazen rogue, Elias of Tingewick.

His last published work was a commissioned
family history, The Wiggs of Mentmore,
written in collaboration with his wife. But the
work for which he will be best remembered,
and which puts us most deeply in his debt, is
certainly his two-volume edition of the charters
of Luffield Priory, published by the
Buckinghamshire Record Society. Work on
this, begun in 1976, extended over ten years,
during which there were few days when some
aspect of it did not occupy his waking hours.
He was a graceful and lucid writer, and
possessed to a marked degree the ability to see
beyond the bare record: to use his knowledge of
the period and its institutions to draw
inferences about the reality that the record
murkily reflects, and piece together the hints it
grudgingly lets fall.

In 1970 he joined our present President in the
editorial chair, in succession to Dr Rouse. From
1975 he was sole editor, until in 1979 he
proposed that there should be an Associate
Editor, who should be an archaeologist when
the Editor was an Historian, and vice versa—an
initiative for which his successor has reason to

In 1934 he married his cousin, Elizabeth Roe
(Betty) who survives him.

Gerald was a model editor, courteous,
considerate and meticulous. He took infinite
pains with amateur—and often amateurish—
contributors, tactfully preserving them from
blunders, and making sure, by means of
penetrating , questions, that they had covered
the ground properly. But though he imposed
his own high standards he was far from
imposing his own opinions, and was happy to
publish conclusions with which he disagreed if
he thought they had been reached by respectable methods. He left his successor in no doubt
about where his duty lay.
J.C.T.

Miss Janet Easton gave the Society long and
efficient service as Hon. Secretary of the
Natural History Section from 1963 to 1976.
Miss Maimie Lepper, the last of a well-known
Aylesbury family, was a loyal supporter of the
Society for over fifty years. Other deaths
recorded were Mr L. L. Boyd, Mr Herbert
Green, whose work on medieval West
Wycombe was unfortunately never completed,
Mrs P. Harris, Mrs R. Paul, Mr R. A. C. Small
and Mr. J. R. Southern.

T H E SOCIETY

Membership
The Society has learnt with regret of the
deaths, during 1985, of L. L. Boyd, Miss Janet
Easton, G. R. Elvey, FSA, W. George, Miss
M. E. Lepper, Major-General R. C. Money,
CB, MC, Mrs K. Paul, R. A. C. Small and,
early in 1986, of that of Rex Wailes, OBE, FSA.
At 31 December 1985, paid-up membership
comprised 421 ordinary members, 128 family
memberships, 6 juniors (exclusive of those in
family memberships), and 16 affiliated
societies.

Council
Council met five times during the year, under
the chairmanship of Dr A. H. J. Baines. Coopted to Council were Miss M. E. Devereux
(Hon. Membership Secretary), E. J. Bull
(Newsletter Editor and Meeting Organizer),
A. F. Elcoate (Hon. Secretary, Natural History
Section), and C. N. Gowing, MA, FMA
(Curator, County Museum).

A gift of £100 from Albert S. Kerry of Seattle
towards Society publications was gratefully
received, adding to an earlier gift of a similar
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sum, and Council decided to make Mr Kerry
a life member.

14 December: The Chiltem Chair-making
Industry, by L. J. Mayes, formerly Curator
of Wycombe Chair Museum.
16 March: At the Misbourne Centre, Great
Missenden. Recent Excavations in Bucks, by
Peter Yeoman.
9 November: At the Grange School, Aylesbury.
The Early History of Aylesbury, by Mike
Farley, County Field Archaeologist.
The last two lectures, held in venues with capacities much larger than that of the County
Museum, were very well attended, the second
attracting an audience of nearly 200 people.

Council made grants of £50 to the Amersham
Society towards restoration of 49 High Street,
Amersham, £25 to the appeal for the restoration and preservation of the monuments and
font in the church of Clifton Reynes, and £20 to
the Buckinghamshire Council for Voluntary
Service.

Bucks County Council
Library & Museum Sub-Committee
Society representatives were Dr Baines, Max
Davies, and Dr Hagerty. On the resignation of
Mr Davies, Council appointed Elliott Viney,
FSA as replacement.

Thanks are due to Ted Bull for organizing
these meetings and to Mrs Joan Taylor for
assistance at the meetings.

A notable event was the opening in December
of the Aylesbury Gallery in the County
Museum by Wilfred Rooke, Chairman of the
County Council. Host for the evening was Mrs
Elizabeth Arkell, Chairman of the Library &
Museum Sub-Committee, and guest of honour
was Ernest Roblin, the Chairman of Trustees of
the William Harding Charity which had
provided £50,000 towards design and realization of the displays in the gallery, in what had
been St Mary's Church House (purchased a
year or two ago by the County Council).
Cicely Baker Prize for Historical Research
The £50 prize for the second Cicely Baker
competition was awarded to a group from the
Wendover WEA local history class for an essay
on the people of Wendover during the 17th and
18th centuries, with population figures; it is
intended to publish the essay in Records. The
third competition was announced after the 1985
AGM; competing essays are due to be received
by the end of 1986.
Lecture Series
These were held at the County Museum, on
Saturday afternoons:
12 January: Buckinghamshire Houses and
Famous Owners, by Elliott Viney, FSA.
9 February: Recent Excavations in Bucks, by
Peter Yeoman, Assistant Field Archaeologist.
9 March-. Bottles and Other Artefacts, by Mike
Smith.

Outings
Six outings were arranged by the President;
all were well-supported and, surprisingly in a
rather dismal summer, fell on good days.
18May. London. Marble Hill House, Twickenham. Kensington Palace. Kenwood (Iveagh
Collection).
15 June: Herefordshire. Shobden church. Croft
Castle. Leominster church and town.
13 July: Leicestershire. Prestwood Hall,
Loughborough (S. J. Packe-Drury-Lowe).
Leicester church and museums. Battlefield of
Bosworth (battle 22nd August 1485).
10 August: Wiltshire. West Kennet Long
Barrow. Avebury. Ashdown House (NT).
Along the Ridgeway past Waylands Smithy
to Uffington Castle and the White Horse.
7 September: Gloucestershire. Berkeley Castle
(R. J. Berkeley). Churches at Daglingworth,
North Cerney, and Cirencester.
12 October: Bucks Church Crawl. Tattenhoe,
Shenley, Ravenstone, Olney, Clifton Reynes,
Sherington, Chicheley, North Crawley.

Environmental
During the year, 122 applications for Listed
Building Consent, one every two working days,
were dealt with by the Hon. Secretary. Most of
these were received either directly from the
Planning Authorities concerned or through the
Council for British Archaeology for which the
Society acts as agent in the county; a few appli-
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cations came to notice from other sources.
Some comment was made on more than a
quarter of the applications, but in only five
cases was objection registered. Objections
sustained by refusal of LBC were to demolition
of a recently-listed early post-medieval building
at Loudwater (refused by Wycombe DC) and to
conversion into a dwelling of the Strict Baptist
Chapel on Waddesdon Hill (refused by Aylesbury Vale DC). Applications effectively
withdrawn were to demolish a portion of wall
attached to Wendover House and of an old
barn and sections of an old wall alongside
Deanway, Chalfont St Giles (both dropped by
the County Council). Permission to demolish
the remainder of the wall facing the Oxford
Road and enclosing the Prebendal, Aylesbury,
was given by AVDC (the length of the wall
facing Nelson Terrace is to remain).
Following the fire which completely
destroyed the interior of Missenden Abbey,
thanks are due to the County Council which,
through the County Architect, is enabling the
County Museum to carry out a watching brief
during digging of the foundations for structural
framework in the interior.

Chesham Town Council enlisted Society
support in expressing disquiet at the destruction
of an ancient hedgerow forming a length of
parish and town boundary. Following a
meeting on the site, those concerned were
assured that the damage had been done in
ignorance and that remaining lengths of the
boundary hedge would be maintained.

As regards Scheduled Sites, the hoped-for
increase in the rate of scheduling by the Department of the Environment has not been realized,
due to monetary and staff constraints affecting
English Heritage which is responsible for
investigating applications for scheduling and
then advising the DOE. It is understood that

two sites already scheduled may shortly be
under threat in Milton Keynes.

County Museum Archaeological Group
The Group has continued to contribute substantially to the work of the County Museum.
In the field, the Group strongly supported the
three-month excavation at the Prebendal,
Aylesbury and provided vital assistance in the
final two-week extension enabling examination
of an important Iron Age ritual deposit. Due to
poor weather and other factors, only one fieldwalk took place during the year; however, help
was given to several in-service students on
fieldwork projects. Continuing post-excavation
back-up has included washing, sorting, and
recording on computer mounds of pottery,
animal bone, and other finds from the digs at
Amersham, Brill, and the Prebendal. Longterm projects include a study of turnpike roads
in the county, work on aerial photographs,
cataloguing ironwork from the Romano-British
villa at Hambleden, and a search of occupational records with archaeological significance.
Publications
Records Volume 25 (1983) was distributed in
July. A Spring and an Autumn Newsletter were
also distributed. The Society owes its sincere
thanks to John Chenevix Trench and Mike
Farley, FSA, who edit Records, and to Ted Bull
who looks after the Newsletters, and, once
again, to the 'Corps of Deliverers'.

Printing difficulties have delayed the appearance of the first of the series of monographs
being published under the aegis of the Society
on behalf of the Milton Keynes Archaeology
Unit, that on Romano-British discoveries in
Milton Keynes. When available in 1987, it is
intended to offer Society members a privilege
price as compared with both the prepublication and retail prices.

NATURAL HISTORY SECTION

1985 did not have an auspicious start as the
first programmed event, the annual film show
arranged in conjunction with BBONT for

1 January, had to be cancelled because the
Education Authority required too large a sum
for the hire of Aylesbury Grammar School hall.
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During the year seven field visits took place
and four events were held at the County
Museum.
13 July: The late hour set for the meeting
(9 p.m.) and holidays combined to make a
small turn-out to observe moths at Coombe
Hill, Wendover. Mr M. Albertini and Mr Peter
Hall were the joint leaders.
3 August: Mr Aubrey Woodward led a party
of 13 members to Waterperry Wood to see
butterflies; on a cool, windy day the following
were noted: White Admiral, Comma, Red
Admiral, Tortoiseshell, Common Blue, Hedge
Brown, Ringlet, Large Skipper, Small Skipper,
Large White, Green Veined White, Small
White, Purple Hairstreak, Small Brown.
14 September: A very interesting visit to the
ARC Wildfowl Centre at Great Linford which
is managed by the Game Conservancy (access
is by invitation only). Mike Street, the warden,
explained how by habitat management a rich
flora and fauna can be quickly developed
around the man-made gravel pits. Water birds
seen: Mallard, Great Crested Grebe, Tufted
Duck, Teal, Heron, Swan and Green Sandpiper.

19 October: Mr Victor Scott and Mr Aubrey
Woodward led the Section's annual hunt for
fungi, this year at Coombe Hill.
16November: Mrs F. J. Hulbert spoke about
'The Deserts and Canyons in Arizona' and with
the help of excellent slides showed some of the
wild life and plants of that region.
7 December: A full house for an excellent

lecture on Badgers by an authority on the
subject, Mr A. Killingley.
17 February: A winter bird watch at Calvert
Jubilee Reserve set for 10.30 a.m. on a Sunday
was not well-attended.
2 March: Mr Victor Scott gave a very interesting lecture with slides entitled 'A Bontanical
Excursion in the Chimgan Mountains'.
13 April: After the Section's annual general
meeting Mr Lawrie Webb spoke about some
aspects of conservation.
25 May: By kind permission of Mrs Brunner
a visit was made to Wotton Underwood lakes
with Mr Aubrey Woodward leading a party of
11 members. On a warm day forty different
plants were identified and the following birds
seen or heard: Blackcap, Robin, Chaffinch,
Song Thrush, Blackbird, Wren, Jackdaw,
Carrion Crow, Rook, Pochard, Moorhen,
Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck, Heron
(young were heard nesting on Sawmills Island),
Canada Geese (large flock), Mallard, Coot,
Swan, Chiffchaff, Swallow, Swift, House
Martin, Dunnock, Wood Pigeon, Willow
Warbler, House Sparrow, Linnet, Blue Tit,
Great Tit.

22 June: Mr Nigel Phillips, BBONT warden,
conducted a party of 15 around the reserve on
a cool damp day. Among the many plants seen
were Orchids—Greater Butterfly, Lesser
Butterfly, Spotted and Twayblade—as well as
White and Common Helleborine, Heath Speedwell, Milkwort, Wild Carrot, Wild Parsnip,
Mignonette, Marjoram, Salad Burnet and
Agrimony.
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