
where one neighbouring parish is succeeded by another 1 9 . 
The perambulation was m a d e c lockwise , a rule which appears to be invariable in Bucking-hamshire . It did not start at a cardinal po int , or at the highest point , but at a point c lose to Cholesbury church and the vil lage centre. The same convenient practice was f o l l o w e d at M o n k s Risborough w h e n the cus tom of perambulat ion was revived, in spite o f the contrary indication given by the charter. 
The 1974 perambulat ion was m a d e without reference to any map, and this accounts for one departure f rom the o f f i c ia l b o u n d s . The parish and county boundary is de f ined between Cholesbury C o m m o n and Heath End by the line o f a hedge which has long been grubbed. 

N o attempt was m a d e to f o l l o w this line on the ground; instead, the party went straight 'up and across the p loughed f ie ld' . The same robust practice has been adopted at The Lee under similar c ircumstances , and at W a d d e s d o n where a brook has been straightened the writer has noted that the process ion now f o l l o w s the new course rather than the old one 2 0 . Except where parish boundaries have been redef ined in a modern statutory instrument , they still rest on ancient cus tom, which has been ascertained and ' frozen' by the Ordnance Survey; but where physical changes have obliterated an ancient boundary, the parishioners naturally m a k e their o w n adaptat ion , and over the centuries minor changes will o f t e n have occurred in this way . 
A . H . J. Baines 
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THE MUSEUM 
The M u s e u m held a major exhibit ion of Buckinghamshire crafts which was then s h o w n in the Milton Keynes Exhibi t ion Gallery. It is the first t ime that the M u s e u m has received business sponsorship and a generous grant was received from Marks & Spencer Pic through the Bucks Arts Assoc ia t ion . Seventeen invited craf t smen and w o m e n exhibited and the idea was to demonstrate the high quality o f craft 

work being produced in this C o u n t y . This is little appreciated owing to the small number o f outlets for sell ing and exhibit ing crafts in Buck-inghamshire . There were associated d e m o n -strations on Saturdays during the exhibit ion. 
The M u s e u m also received sponsorsh ip from Sotheby Parke Bernet & C o . , this t ime directly, to arrange an exhibit ion o f waterco lours by 
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T h o m a s U w i n s which was held for a month in the summer . H e was an R . A . and Keeper o f the Nat iona l Gallery f r o m 1847 to 1855. H e pro-bably first c a m e to Buck inghamshire after 1810 to visit his brother w h o was a physician in Aylesbury . The exhibit ion contained f igure studies including a number o f lace makers . 
The Luncht ime Lectures , which had proved such a popular part o f the M u s e u m ' s activities, were extended to C h e s h a m . The reception was warm and thanks to the co -operat ion o f the 

library s taf f the lectures were very successful . 
From M a y 1st 1984 under an Agenc y Agree-ment between the C o u n t y Counci l and the Mi l ton Keynes D e v e l o p m e n t Corporat ion the M u s e u m b e c o m e s responsible for the Milton Keynes Archaeo log y Uni t , which has a staff o f nine. The Uni t advises on the conservat ion of the historical landscape o f Mil ton Keynes and carries out rescue excavat ions where necessary. The Uni t is f inanced by the Deve lopmen t Corpora t ion . C . N . G . 

COUNTY RECORD OFFICE 
Extracts from the report by the County Archivist 

This was another busy year: at t imes prospect ive visitors w h o wished t o be sure o f a seat had to m a k e their reservations a week or m o r e in advance . The availabil ity o f duplicate microf i lms o f many parish registers will provide an improved service for fami ly historians . 
Progress was m a d e in making provis ion for the archives o f the Mi l ton Keynes D e v e l o p m e n t Corporat ion . A branch record o f f i c e catering for the N e w City and for Nor t h Bucks generally is under cons iderat ion . 
The total number o f access ions was 148, the quantity o f material received being well above the average o f the past f e w years. 
O f o f f i c ia l records, the m o s t important relate to the Royal Buckinghamshire Hosp i ta l , f o u n d e d in 1833. Material was received f r o m nineteen ecclesiastical parishes. T h e records for Buck ingha m include a f ine series o f parish registers c o m m e n c i n g in 1562. 
Records o f voluntary organisat ions included minutes , accounts and other papers of the W e e d o n Charity, C h e s h a m , 1627-1890, together with the w o o d e n chest which was special ly m a d e to contain them in 1759. S o m e interesting d o c u m e n t s relating to the Old Berkeley H u n t , 1862-1934, were purchased. 

The world o f business was well represented. The records o f George Wigley and Sons , Auct ioneers , Estate A g e n t s and Surveyors , o f W i n s l o w , relate mainly to the period 1875-1951 and because o f their completeness const i tute an important source for the social and e c o n o m i c history o f the north Bucks area. Messrs Courage o f Reading deposi ted a large quantity o f deeds and do c um e nt s for their public houses in south Bucks , m o s t o f which formerly be longed to Wheeler ' s W y c o m b e Brewery. Other business records received related to a chemist at Buck ingham, 1923-48; a g lucose manufacturer at Fenny Stratford, 1926-47; and a corn mill at Tingewick . 
T w o interesting groups o f family papers were acquired by purchase . The letters o f the J o h n s o n fami ly o f Olney are most ly dated between 1682 and 1696 and are largely con-cerned with the disastrous state o f the family f inances . T h e other group comprises eighteenth-century do c um e nt s relating to the Baker family o f P e n n and in particular to Danie l Baker's tenure o f the o f f i c e o f High Sheri f f in 1722. T h a n k s are due to the Buckinghamshire Record Society and the Purchase Grant Fund for f inancial assistance with these purchases . Other estate records received included a f ine series o f estate m a p s for C h e t w o d e , 1637-1831; nineteenth-century househo l d account bo o ks 135 



for Hartwell House ; s o m e addit ional Raper family deeds and maps; and a survey o f Haver-sham parish, 1799. 
Miscel laneous acquis i t ions included an inclosure quality book for Wendover , kindly presented by Mr M. F innemore , whose experi-ence in reconstructing the North Marston inclosure landscape alerted him to its s ignif i -cance when he chanced upon it in a booksel ler ' s stock; and a militia paylist for newly enlisted me n , 1803. 
The vo lume of material received was such that it was not possible to keep abreast with cataloguing, though the majori ty o f smaller access ions , and some larger ones , had been dealt with by the end o f the year. The court rolls and deeds relating to Bledlow deposi ted by Mr R. White last year were catalogued fo l l ow -ing repairs. S o m e progress was also m a d e with the listing of the Drake deeds acquired in 1981, and many of the files o f the former County Clerk's department held in the Judges Lodgings 

store were sorted. Otherwise little was d o n e to reduce the accumulated arrears o f cata loguing . It is est imated that over 4 0 % of hold ings are at best inadequately listed and several large col lect ions have no list at all many years after deposit . 
A considerable a m o u n t o f staff t ime had to be devoted to c leaning the material received from Messrs Wigley and to preparing it for fumigat ion . A start was m a d e with weeding and listing s o m e of the better preserved papers and it is hoped to obtain s o m e temporary ass istance in processing the remainder . 
The number o f personal visits to the o f f i c e , 2539 for the year, is slightly higher than the totals for the t w o preceding years (2412 for 1982 and 2455 for 1983). Te l ephon e statistics show 949 enquiries . 738 postal enquiries were received, as against 628 for the preceding year. A total o f 9467 (9121) i tems was produced o f which 1755 (1168) consisted o f reels o f microf i lm. 

REVIEWS 
The Wiggs of Mentmore. Gerald and Elizabeth Elvey , pp. 72. Barracuda Press, 1984. ISBN 0 86023 178 X. 

The story o f the Wiggs is part o f the social history o f Eng land—but an England personi-f ied in identif iable individuals , not the abstractions that chroniclers o f who le societies must perforce deal with. Very dimly they can be discerned through the mist within a century of the C o n q u e s t — a Saxon fami ly , free m e n with their o w n land. In the fo l lowing centuries they emerge into clearer though still f i t ful light. They are shown ramify ing widely , s o m e sinking into obscurity, some rising to pos i t ions o f substance and inf luence . T h e M e n t m o r e Wiggs became armigerous. T h e m we see at last fall ing o n hard times, and a son setting forth to rebuild the fami ly fortunes in the N e w Wor ld . 

The interest of The Wiggs of Mentmore is thus wider that its title might suggest . A n d it has another c laim on our interest, especial ly that o f anyone assembl ing material for a fami ly history: it is a m o d e l o f h o w such things shou ld be done . Here o n e will f ind pointers not on ly t o the sources that are avai lable but to h o w they should be used. The key that unlocks the in for -mat ion concea led in the laconic and haphazard notices v o u c h s a f e d by the records is a p r o f o u n d understanding o f their historical context . T h u s equipped, Gerald and Betty Elvey have been able to extend enormous ly the f ie ld o f legit imate inference , venturing o f t e n in to conjecture but never into speculat ion . (The d i f f erence—a n important o n e for a n y b o d y occupying an editorial chair—is that conjecture never loses touch with the evidence; speculat ion is untrammeled by any such restraints.) 
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