ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES FROM THE
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY
MUSEUM

These notes include all new archaeological sites and finds brought to the attention
of the Buckinghamshire County Museum during 1973. Short notes on excavations
conducted in the Milton Keynes area are included by courtesy of the two Field
Archaeologists of the Milton Keynes Development Corporation. The assistance of
a number of other informants is gratefully acknowledged. Other sites and finds were
discovered by museum staff.
Finds with accession numbers (bracketed) have been presented to the Museum.
A few remain to be accessioned. Others have been retained by the finder, or in the
case of Milton Keynes excavations are housed at Bradwell Abbey Field Centre.
Where eight-figure grid references are given, these normally refer to the centre of a
site. Further details of many sites are to be found on County Antiquities Survey
record cards at the Buckinghamshire County Museum.
MICHAEL FARLEY
PREHISTORIC
Amersham SU 96609697
Three flint flakes, one bi-facially worked, were found by Mr. W. Filby in a
ploughed field (63.73).
Aylesbury SP 82021261
A flint disc scraper was found in a back garden by Mrs. B. Hurman (276.73).
Aylesbury, Manor Drive SP 82681459
A Late Bronze Age hoard was discovered in April 1973 by Mr. D. Ottridge whilst
putting in footings in his garden in Manor Drive, Aylesbury. He has kindly deposited
it on loan at the County Museum.
The hoard is of the Carp's Tongue Complex of the seventh century B.C. It consists of seven socketed axes, two 'winged' axes, one palstave, and several lumps of
bronze cake. All of the axes have ribbed decoration, save one which has wing
decoration. Both of the 'winged' axes are broken, as is common with this type of
hoard. The area around the find was excavated by the County Museum Archaeological Group, but it turned out that the original finder had himself cleared the area
thoroughly in his search for further material. Although a number of isolated bronzes
have been found in Bucks, this is only the fifth recorded instance where more than
three objects have been found together, and the first Carp's Tongue hoard (L.190).
Bledlow-cum-Saunderton
SU 80479898
A fourth ploughed-out barrow in a well known group was noted for the first time
by Mr. P. Whiteman and photographed by him from the air.
FAlesborough SP 83240603
A large barb and tang flint arrowhead was found by Mrs. J. Barnard and Mrs. P.
Courtney Lewis in a ploughed field (321.73).
Ellesborough
Further flint flakes and 24 cores were collected by Mr. W. Filby and presented to
the Museum. A barb and tang arrow was also found (404.73).
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Cruris Ditch, Tring, Herts. SP 924091
Messrs. N. J. Davis and R. J. B. Whinney conducted an excavation on a section
of Grim's Ditch at Easter 1973. The Ditch was shown to have been originally Vshaped and 2.0m. deep. The core of the confining bank was of grey sandy material
—probably piled up turf and topsoil. On top of this lay sticky red brick-earth excavated from the ditch and which occurs naturally 0.3m. below ground level. Between
bank and ditch there appears to have been a berm 3.0m. wide. The only dating
evidence was one sherd from the top few centimetres of the bank's core. This is
not closely dateable, but on fabric may be Iron Age or local Romano-British. This
represents, of course, the earliest date at which the ditch could have been dug, and
does not necessarily date the earthwork.
Haddenham (a) SP 733079 (b) SP 731080
An air photograph taken by Mr. P. Whiteman showed a rectangular enclosure
(a) and a ring ditch (b) in the same field.
High Wycombe SU 86399174
The butt end of a chipped Neolithic axe, a core and a piercer/borer, all in flint,
were found some years ago by Mr. G. II. Baker in his back garden. Objects with
Mr. Baker; drawing at BCM.
Newport Pagnell SP 86764515
A polished stone adze was found by Mr. P. Creswell.
Newton Longville SP 85543043
Six Late Pre-Roman Iron Age sherds were found by Mr. R. W. Griffiths and Mrs.
J. Southernwood on the surface of a ploughed field (L.205).
Slough, Chalvey SU 96027959
A flint tranchet axe with ochreous patina, in mint condition, was found by
school children of Chalvey Middle School and brought to the attention of the
County Museum by Mrs. H. Phillips. The axe, 175mm. long, has been retained at
the school. Drawing and photograph at BCM.
Swanbourne SP 81382715
See Medieval.
Woughton-on-the-Green
See Roman.
ROMAN
Amersham, Bury Farm SU 967968
A week's training excavation was carried out in March by the Chess Valley
Archaeological and Historical Society and the Chorleywood Field Centre, and
directed by J. L. Martin. The site, in the valley bottom, was earlier recorded by
D. Humphreys (Records of Bucks, XIX (1971), 93). On excavation the area was
found to be badly eroded by plough and water action. Wall foundation packing
remained only where softer ground had resulted in local subsidence; unstratified
finds included Roman floor and roofing-tiles, painted plaster, walling-brick, glass,
tesserae, charcoal and animal bones. A thin scatter of Belgic pottery indicated
first-century occupation. Samian and third century Romano-British pottery types
were also found. A domestic site is probable, but the degree of erosion and
material scatter suggests that, at this point, further excavation is not justified.
Bletchley SP 86543430
Excavations by Miss M. J, Darling for H. S. Green of Milton Keynes Development Corporation were carried out on the site of a new road about 300m. from an
earlier excavation in Sherwood Drive by R. W. Griffiths. No structures were found,
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but an irregular stony spread was noted. Roman material included large numbers
of patterned flue tile and several holdfast nails, also pottery, glass and coins of
third to fourth-century date. As flue tiles had been incorporated in the stony spread,
it appears that whatever Roman building originally existed in the vicinity
had fallen into ruin by the later fourth century. Towards the north-western end of
the new roadway a dump of post-medieval brick and tile is considered likely to
have derived from demolition of Water Hall.
Great Brickhill SP 89102880
Roman pottery associated with black soil and a scatter of stones was located by
Mrs. J. Southernwood and Mr. R. W. Griffiths (L.210).
Great and Little Kimble SP 82000776 - 81950772
A quantity of first to second-century pottery was found by Ian Berry with
assistance from Mrs. Berry among spoil from a pipeline laid a year previously. Much
of the pottery was presented to BCM (224.73).
High Wycombe SU 88999307
Trial trenching in a back garden by Mr, and Mrs. S. Cauvain revealed a platform
of small flints interspersed with brown soil. Among the flints and sealed beneath
them was a quantity of Romano-British pottery, including bead rims in soapy
fabric. A dupondius of Trajan (RIC 626) was also found. The platform, known
to be 40 sq. m. or more in extent, was between 0.10 and 0.25m. thick, and the
whole is likely to be a component of a Romano-British settlement of first to
second-century date.
High Wycombe, Wycombe Marsh SU 88429162
Four rims and twenty or more other sherds of first to second-century A.D. date
were found by Mr. F. J. Young during construction of a housing estate (242.73).
Hoggeston SP 80972600 - 80972586
Pottery of first to second-century A.D. date was found by Mr. A. Fleming
among spoil from a recently re-cut ditch. Mr. K. Reading subsequently found further
pottery (234.73).
Little Brickhill SP 89423332
Roman pottery was found in the forecourt of the Pullman Cafe during construction work, by Mrs. J. Southernwood and Mr. R. W. Griffiths (L.201).
Little Horwood SP 79403158
The rim of a third to fourth-century mortarium and other sherds were collected
by Mr. Hood whilst gardening. A piece of flue tile was also found. (235.73).
Mursley SP 83263038
After discovery of a field scatter of Roman material, Mrs. J. Southernwood and
Mr. R. W. Griffiths carried out a trial excavation in September 1973. Remains of an
extensive villa, probably of the corridor type and with at least two tessellated
floors and a cobbled courtyard, were discovered. Finds included Oxford ware
mortaria and a coin of Constantine the Great. The structure appeared to have been
badly robbed in the fourth century.
Newton Longville SP 85763031
About a dozen sherds of Roman pottery, including plain samian ware, were
found during field walking by Mrs. J. Southernwood and Mr. R. W. Griffiths (L.206).
Stoke Mandeville SP 83771012
Two sherds were found by Mr. A. J. Reed.
Thornborough SP 73273384
Two shell-gritted Romano-British sherds were found by Mr. E. J. Bull (233.73).
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Thornborough SP 729 332
Excavations were conducted by A. E. Johnson for the Bucks County Museum and
the Department of the Environment on the east side of the river on the course of the
new road and bridge. The third-century ford identified in 1972 on the west of the
river was here sealed beneath 2m. of river silt and in an excellent state of preservation, with a surface of limestone blocks and chippings on an agger of clay. The
hollow-way that represented the original ford was seen to continue on this side of
the river, and a distinctive sand and silt sealing layer suggests it may have fallen
into disuse by the time the later ford was constructed.
Three large upright timbers, 0.3m. in diameter and approximately 2m. long, were
found south of the third-century ford. Approximately 2m, apart, they formed a
rough equilateral triangle and could represent bridge foundations at least as early
as the third-century ford, but no dateable features were found in association with
them.
A probe and resistivity survey was carried out beneath the line of the new road
embankment and the course of the third-century road established for over 50m. to
the east where a junction was located with a metalled surface running north-south
and parallel to the river. From both surfaces a quantity of horse-shoes, horse-shoe
nails, and also third to fourth-century coins were recovered.
Willen
See Medieval.
Wolverfon SP 826404
Excavation by H. S. Green for the Milton Keynes Development Corporation
revealed a probable winged corridor villa. Two rooms had geometric mosaics and
the corridor, which may be 100m. long, had a third, the latter with red on white
swastica pattern. A notable find was a cockerel of Italian marble, almost certainly
from a Mercury sculpture.
Woughton-on-the-Green SP 862375
Trial excavations by R. W. Griffiths for H. S. Green of Milton Keynes Development Corporation and subsequent investigation during area-stripping by contractors
constructing Grid Road V.7, revealed a complex of Iron Age and RomanoBritish features. These probably extend outside the area investigated. Three Iron Age
hut-circles with a defensive ditch to the west were noted, also a series of ditched
enclosures of first to second-century date and scanty remains of two timberframed buildings. A pathway which traverses the area had been re-surfaced in the
fourth century, and its side ditches re-cut.
SAXON AND MEDIEVAL
Aylesbury, Bourbon Street/Temple Street SP 81871373
Following demolition of a listed building, No. 2 Temple Street, and the removal
of its cellars, the entire south-east face of the site to a depth of 2.60m. proved to
consist of the longitudinal section of a north-east/south-west ditch (Ditch I). A
partial section on the north-east side of the site showed the ditch to have had a
gentle U-profile cut into the natural limestone. Its full width, ascertained after a
sewer connection was cut into Bourbon Street, was approximately 6.0m, and
Bourbon Street is in part built on top of it. From the fill a few medieval sherds
were recovered. On the south-west side of the site a further substantial ditch was
exposed in section (Ditch II). It ran roughly at a right-angle to Ditch I, and the
junction of the two lies under 2 Bourbon Street, if not destroyed by cellars. Only
one slope of Ditch II was seen; it was steep-sided and even deeper than Ditch I,
being at least 3.20m. Ditch II had been completely filled by the late twelfth
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century and a pit cut into the upper layers contained a quantity of pottery of this
date, including jugs and part of a tripod pitcher. Both ditches are clearly defensive
in scale, and may tentatively be considered as either an unrecorded town defence or
part of the 'castle', to which old street and property names have previously pointed.
A further interesting feature of the site was an in-filled well containing late
eighteenth-century pottery and plentiful organic remains. Excavation under difficult
conditions was carried out by the County Museum Archaeological Group with kind
permission of Bourbon Investments, who also donated the finds to the Museum.
Aylesbury, Walton Street SP 82251319
Prior to development, excavation was carried out by M. E. Farley for the
Bucks County Museum and the Department of the Environment of an earthwork
first recorded in the nineteenth century. The earliest occupation was represented by
a scatter of Romano-British sherds. Two Saxon 'grubenhauser' were located, the
better preserved containing grass-tempered and fine decorated sherds; the other, of
which only 0.10m. in depth survived, containing one single-sided and a doublesided bone comb. A palisade trench of Late Saxon date containing St. Neot's type
pottery was excavated.
In the twelfth century a mound at least 50m, long and ditched on both sides was
constructed and is interpreted as a pillow mound or rabbit warren. The main earthwork was thrown up in the thirteenth century to form a substantial enclosure
bounded by a V-shaped ditch 2.0m. deep, almost certainly part of a manorial work.
Contemporary structures excavated inside included a small timber outbuilding and
two large stone-cut storage pits. A large area of sandpits may also be of this date.
Subsequently, considerable adaptation of the main ditch took place.
The Saxon occupation of the site is of particular interest in view of the possible
derivation of the name = weala tun = ? British tun (Ekwall), The pottery evidence
from this site suggests that there was certainly occupation at Walton by 571, at
which date Aylesbury is mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.
Bletchley SP 85643324
During construction work medieval occupation and the probable course of an old
road was located by Mr R. W. Griffiths. Finds included a sherd from a St. Neot's
type bowl (L.209).
Bletchley SP 88173615
Thirteenth-centurv and later sherds were recovered by Mr. R. W. Griffiths during
construction work (L.207).
Bradwell Abbey SP 82753953
Excavation of the former bakehouse by D. C. Mynard for the Milton Keynes
Development Corporation proved it to be of fourteenth-century date and originally
9.6 x 5m. The longest axis, north-south, was shortened by half a bay in the eighteenth
or nineteenth centuries. The excavation took place in advance of laying a new floor.
Creslow NGR—see below
During August a new water main from Weedon to Mursley was laid across
Creslow, traversing part of the scheduled Deserted Medieval Village. South of the
scheduled area at (a) 80952165 and (b) 80992176, limestone cobble areas were cut
through, the former clearly forming a hearth and in which fragments of larva quern
were set, fhe latter occurring in an obvious house-platform. A considerable amount
of notterv, both shell-gritted and sandy, of twelfth to thirteenth-century date was
collected from top-soil stripped from the fields in which these two areas lay.
Within the scheduled area the pipe-line passed along the line of a trackway—finds
were sparse and the natural rock close to the surface, but at 81152194 an area of
cobbling was noted with associated roof tile. Near the church a length of limestone
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moulding was found. Other finds from the pipeline included a sherd of samian and
a piece of tegula. Roman coins have previously been reported from Creslow.
Elleshorough, Buckmoor End SP 84970458
Sherds of thirteenth-century pottery, mainly sandy fabric, were picked up by Mr.
T. G. Sherrin after woodland clearance (227.73).
West Wycombe, FiUington Wood SU 798948
Work carried out between 1967 - - 1971 on the medieval enclosure at Fillington
by Mr. R. Parker has already been published. (Excavations at the Medieval Site in
Fillington Wood, R. F. Parker (1972).) Two further excavations were conducted in
1972/73. A linear ditch, with external banks running east-west, south of the
enclosure was shown to be a trackway. Excavation of a pit to the north of this
revealed a shaft l-75m. in diameter sunk into the upper chalk. The main enclosurebank and ditch was sectioned and much pottery recovered. Investigations 50m. to
the east indicated that a substantial structure existed here.
Hughenden, Rockhalls Farm SU 87649577
The area to the north and east of Rockhalls Farm containing irregular ground
and defined on the north and east by a ditch, would appear to form an enclosure
containing outbuildings contemporary with the medieval house. A ditch immediately
north of the house may represent part of the moat reported by Sheahan (History
and Topography of Bucks, J. J. Sheahan (1862), 891).
North Marston SP 77962248
Information supplied by Mr. E. Lambourne led to the discovery of a moat now
nearly levelled.
Oakley SP 66661104
A well preserved rectangular moat was located.
Preston Bissett SP 66202800
A previously unrecorded moat, approximately 27 x 30m., has been discovered
south-west of Lower Cowley Farm. Mr. Holt lifted turf in a few places and
recovered medieval pottery and an iron door-hasp. Immediately south-east of the
moat is an area tentatively suggested as a lost chapel site. To the east again is an
area of house platforms and the whole complex can best be described as a
Shrunken Medieval Village. A probable windmill site belonging to the village is
reported under Post-Medieval and Undated Finds.
Princes Risborough approx. SP 824041
A medieval iron-socketed barbed arrowhead, 48mm. long, was found by Mr. T.
R. Smith (31.73).
Stony Stratford SP 78344075
Trial excavation by R. W. Griffiths for D. C. Mynard of Milton Keynes Development Corporation in the garden of the former 'Barley Mow' located walls of a
thirteenth to fourteenth-century building and showed that medieval levels survived
at a depth of approximately 1.5m., the main build-up being of nineteenth-century
date.
Swanboume SP 81382698
During pipe-laying one of three possible house-platforms was sectioned. The only
find noted by Mrs. J. Southernwood and Mr. R. W. Griffiths was a piece of a
single-sided horn comb, ? medieval (L.200).
Swanboume SP 81382715
Thirteenth-century sherds were recovered by Mrs. J. Southernwood and Mr. R.
W. Griffiths from spoil thrown up during the laying of a water-main. A flint blade
was also found (L.211).
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Thornborough SP 73593392
The site of 'the old Chauntery Howse' indicated on an estate map of 1613,
(.Buckinghamshire Estate Maps (1964)5), has tentatively been identified on the
ground by Mr. E. J. Bull at the grid reference given. The site consists of a platform
delineated by trackways on three sides; the fourth side has traces of a limestone slab
wall. A ? fishpond lies adjacent to the platform on its south-east.
Thornton SP 75233617
Medieval pottery and possible traces of a building were located during construction work south of the church by Mrs, J. Southernwood and Mr. R. W.
Griffiths. The sherds included Potterspury and Brickhill type wares (L.204).
Westcott SP 72541754
Following cutting of a new drainage-trench, Mr. A. Jeffs discovered that a
number of medieval features, which extend over 100 metres, had been cut through.
Pottery recovered was of thirteenth to fourteenth-century date, mainly from Brill
kilns (5.74).
Whaddon SP 80703430
A group of house-platforms was noted on aerial photographs and subsequently
confirmed on the ground by Messrs. E. J. Bull and L. Moulster.
Whaddon SP 80713383
Two substantial house-platforms were identified on aerial photographs taken by
Mr. L. Moulster and subsequently confirmed by Mr. E. J. Bull.
Whaddon SP 80723396
A moat, now levelled, was identified from an air photograph taken by Mr. L.
Moulster.
Whaddon SP 80753287
Information supplied by Messrs. E. J. Bull and R. W. Griffiths led to the location
of a bank and ditch more than 1km. in circuit, surrounding the two fields in which
stands Coddimoor Farm. (NGR to centre of enclosure.) This may represent a
property boundary contemporary with the monastic cell of Coddimoor, alleged to lie
on the site of this farm.
Willen SP 88024089
Total excavation of the moated site by D. C. Mynard for Milton Keynes Development Corporation showed the moat to have been originally 4m. deep, 1.5m. wide and
probably dug in the fourteenth century. The enclosure, 26m. north-south and 20m.
east-west, had traces of an internal bank on the west side, 2.5m. wide, surviving to
a height of 1.5m. A Roman ditch was found cut into the old ground-surface on
which the moat was constructed. The fill produced late third to fourth-century
pottery with Middle Saxon sherds in the upper fill. Two nearby platforms on
either side of a sunken road were partly excavated and produced evidence of
fourteenth-century occupation.
Woughton-on-the-Green SP 85953630
A late Saxon stirrup-iron with part of loop and foot-plate missing was found by
Mr. K. Bradshaw during building work (76.73).
Wought on-on-the-Green SP 87093737
Excavation of a well defined platform 53 x 64m. at the western edge of the
green by D. C. Mynard for Milton Keynes Development Corporation revealed a
significant complex of buildings around a large cobbled area. The whole is tentatively dated to the fourteenth century by pottery and coins. The largest building was
L-shaped; its wall-footings, much robbed, were primarily of limestone. Parts of two
other buildings were uncovered to the north and west, further enclosing the court350

yard. A cobbled way to the village centre was also in evidence. Finds included
knives, arrowheads, grinding-stones and a door-post stone.
POST-MEDIEVAL AND UNDATED
Little Horwood (a) SP 78653136 (b) SP 78713142
Two mounds in the same field were located by Mr. E. J. Bull and subsequent
fieldwork carried out with Mr. R. W. Griffiths. One mound (a) proved to be the
site of a windmill shown on the Salden Estate Map of 1600. From its surface a
large piece of millstone grit was collected. From the plough soil of the second mound
a few sherds of medieval pottery were recovered ((a) 436.73, (b) 437.73).
Ludgershall SP 65101773
A badly ploughed mound in Mill Knob Field was shown by Mr. W. George to be
the site of a windmill indicated on the Tudor 'Doddershall House' map.
Maids Morton SP 70223554
A large ditched mound approximately 40m. across from the outside edge of the
ditch and 2m. high has not apparently been published before, but had been
previously noted by Messrs. E. J. Bull and P. Hinson.
Mursley SP 81122816
The probable site of a water-mill, indicated by a mill-pond dam and associated
field names, was located by Mrs. J. Southernwood and Mr. R. W. Griffiths.
North Marston SP 76552220
Information supplied by Mr. E. Lambourne led to the discovery of two mounds,
probably windmill tumps, in a field called Windmill Field.
Preston Bissett SP 65812798
Mr. Holt excavated a small section across the ditch of a flat-topped mound and
recovered a few abraded sherds of mediaeval pottery. The ditch has a causeway on
the north-west side, lies on Windmill Hill, and is likely to be a windmill tump.
Thornborough SP 74163307
Mr. E. J. Bull and Mr. A. J. Fleming independently noted a ditched mound,
which study of an estate map of 1613 shows to be a windmill site.

THE MUSEUM

IN THE archaeological field, the employment of Miss Annelise Wilson, BA, for a
period of six months, which ends in March 1974, to work on the records was of the
greatest importance. She is producing a card for every known site and find and is
then incorporating the information on map overlays for use by the County Planning
Department as well as the Museum. This will enable archaeological sites to be taken
into account when planning applications are considered. Details of excavations
carried out in the year are given elsewhere in the Records, but the most important
was undoubtedly that in Walton Street, Aylesbury, which produced evidence of
Saxon occupation, the first in Aylesbury.
A working model on a scale of 1 in. : 1 ft. of the Pitstone windmill as it was in
1800 was bought from the maker, Mr. David Wray. It is intended to display this in
the new Rural Life Gallery, with a film loop showing it working and a suitable
commentary.
A fine example of Dr. John Steward's patent euphonicon, dated 1843, has been
restored by the Area Museums Service Agency Laboratory at the Brighton Pavilion.
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This instrument, which is a form of piano, had suffered badly from corrosion and
the woodwork was also in a bad state. It has now been restored to something like
its original glory, although not to a playing condition.
A shortened version of an exhibition previously held in the Museum on natural
history research in the County has been prepared for circulation to libraries. An
exhibition of paintings, principally of windmills in the area by Henry Trivick, and
one of Embroidered Panels by pupils of Baylis Court C.S. School, Slough, were
organised and, as usual with local displays, proved very popular.
The new Education Room came into use in July, and suitable specimens for
teaching purposes have been provided from the collection and stored in it.
It has now proved possible to provide adequate storage for all the natural history
collection. Apart from mounted birds and animals which are stored in cupboards
under the display cases, all types of material are in one room.
C. N. Cowing.
Cleaning and Conservation of screen.
Thanks to a generous grant by the Pilgrim Trust it was possible to start work on
the treatment of the fine chancel screen in the Autumn of 1973. It is the only completely painted example in the whole of Buckinghamshire and correspondingly
important. Some tests were made several years ago, which drew attention to the
depressing state of the screen and proved the possibilities of cleaning. The figures
on the panels were extremely dim, being covered with dark, decayed varnish; and
all the rest of the screen was nearly black, being oak-grained, varnished and treated
with linseed oil.
The figures (6 Prophets on each side, and 4 Saints on the centre doors) have
responded very well indeed to cleaning; and the work has revealed that the four
panels on the centre doors are by a different hand from the rest, and the details of
the tracery and mouldings are also different here.
The removal of the oil, varnish and oak-graining from the rest of the screen is
proving a long and tedious task. A wide variety of solvents and neutralisers has had
to be used, since the different pigments and gilding react in different ways to various
materials, and this has inevitably slowed the work. In spite of this, a substantial
part of the medieval scheme of colouring remains beneath, with the usual red and
green predominating, with white and gold. The round mouldings have barber's
poling in black and gold or red and white. The whole of the coving and bressumer
is original, the compartments of the vault having been blue, a notoriously unstable
pigment, of which little survives. In each compartment is a raised feature which
would seem to have been a base for some ornament—a metal or gesso star or rose.
There is a suggestion of an inscription on the front of the bressumer beam. About
one quarter of the screen has been dealt with; and it is hoped to resume the work in
1974.
NORTH CRAWLEY.

E.C.R.

Re-use of medieval material in an out-building.
Attached to Leith Grove, Hedgerley Green, is a small building constructed with
small, roughly square blocks of clunch, a material not found in any other building
nearby. This had for some time suggested that the stones had come from the 12th
century church of Hedgerley re-built or drastically restored in the 18th century, and
again in the mid 19th century. Lipscomb says (Vol. IV, 509) it was re-erected about
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1770. The Victoria County History (Vol. Ill, 281) gives the earlier date as 1767
and mentions a rate then levied for the restoration. This would fit in well with the
apparent date of the Leith Grove building. The 18th-century church was pulled down
in 1852 and the present building erected north of the old site, the architect being
Benjamin Ferrey who had been employed by the Duke of Somerset to re-build the
present house at Bulstrode. The removal of creeper and other plants recently gave
opportunity of a close inspection. This disclosed graffiti on many of the stones, and
parts of at least three consecration crosses scribed in the surface, giving clear proof
of the ecclesiastical origin of the material.
E.C.R.
DENHAM CHURCH. Discoveries in the North aisle.
In October 1973, removal of defective flooring in the North aisle revealed an
exceptionally large ledger-stone fixed in position. Although the slab was slightly
damaged during its finding and its inscription was somewhat worn, what remained
(inclusive of a shield of arms: A chevron engrailed ermine between three garbs, for
Hill, on a lozenge) was sufficient to identify it with the 'ordinary stone in the pavement of the north aisle', bearing the same arms, of Elizabeth (d.1759) and William
Hill (1783). More interesting than this, however, was the access to a vault made by
accident when the sub-floor was breached.
In the vault were several coffins (seemingly about six, but some had rotted away),
mostly leather-covered. The uppermost on the north side bore a coffin-plate whose
inscription showed this to be the resting-place of Dame Abigail (d.1737), widow of
Sir Roger Hill. There was nothing to identify any of the others, but resting on one
of them was a small leaden box, and this contained what must be the Peckham
heart.
The altar-tomb of Sir Edmund Peckham (d.1564) stands in the chancel, and
nearby, mounted on the wall, is his son's ledger-stone. From the latter's inscription,
we learn that Sir Robert (although lord of the manor of Denham Court, like his
father before him) 'went to see Rome [whence Sir Edmund had exiled himself in
1564, because of his Catholic beliefs ], where he departed this world in 1569,
"making a vertuous and blessed Ende, and willinge his Harte to be browght over
and buried in this church in the vaulte of his ancestors", though his body was
'entombed in the church of St. Gregory in Rome'.
The church of San Gregorio Magno, which stands on the Caelian Hill, not far
from the Colosseum, has particular significance for the English, since it was in this
church and the convent adjoining that SS. Gregory and Augustine planned the
conversion of England to Christianity. In the atrium of the church are the tombs
of Sir Edward Came (d.1561), who was Henry VIll's ambassador to Rome, and
of Sir Robert Peckham (1569). The latter's Latin epitaph is translated thus : 'Here
lies Robert Peckham, Englishman and Catholic, who, after England's break with
the Church, left England because he could not live in his country without the
Faith, and, having come to Rome, died there because he could not live apart from
his country'.
It is pleasant to know that Sir Robert's wishes were faithfully carried out; his
heart remains where he intended, although it was not interred in Denham parish
1
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G. Lipscomb, History of the County of Buckingham IV(1847),457: there the chevron is
given as a saltire, in error.
-Cf. Lipscomb, op.cit. IV,456.
V.C.H. Bucks. 111,257; D.N.B., sub Edmund Peckham.
*P. Caraman (ed.), The Other Face (1960),141.
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church until 1586. As it happens, an account of an earlier discovery has survived.
In the words of 'Mr. Steele': "As I came accidentally into the Church, Sept. 25,
1711, a vault at the E. end of the N. Isle being opened (for the interrement of Edw.
Lockey, Esq.), into which I went, and found a small Box of Led, fashioned like a
Heart, but flatt, being scarse 2 inches in thickness, with the Lied sawder'd, but the
under parte corroded; the Heart of Sr Robert Peckham discovered itselfe, rapt
within several cloths, and still smelling strong of the embalment. On the Lide was
writte this inscription:
J.H.S. Robertus Peckham Eques Auratus, Anglus, Cor suum. Dulciss. patrie
majorg. Monumentis commendari obiit I die Septembris MDLXIX'.
When recently exposed, there was no sign of either the box's lid or the 'several
cloths' that Steele noted, but otherwise both the heart and its case seemed intact.
However, for their better preservation, the box and its contents have been placed
inside a plastic container, and a brief note of the re-discovery enclosed therein.
J. E. G. Bennell.
NEWPORT PAGNELL. A polished stone axe from Kickles' Farm. A fragment of a
polished stone axe was found at the North-east end of the copse between Kickle's
Farm, Newport Pagnell and the River Ouse. The grid reference is SP 8678 4513. The
find was made in May 1973 by Peter Cresswell of the Open University who has
generously donated the find to Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes (Accession Number 1973/68). The axe fragment appears to have been rechipped for use
along one side at least as a scraper.
The axe was submitted to Professor Shotton for penological examination. He
reports that it is of epidotised andesitic ash from Langdale, Group VI.
H. S. Green
S
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Kickle's Farm

REDUNDANT CHURCHES. The workings and results of the Pastoral Measure 1968 are
beginning to become apparent. The process is a lengthy one lasting at least three
years, and it should be stressed that there is opportunity for consultation and
objection at each stage. Four stages are involved and these are:
6

Lipscomb, op.cit. IV,458,453.
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The Diocesan Pastoral Committee may declare a church redundant for pastoral
or ecclesiastical reasons after consultation with the parish and other interested
parties. If such a presentation is made then
The Diocesan Redundant Churches Uses Committee has to decide on the future of
the building and its contents. There are various alternatives which include:
a. Demolition and sale of the site.
b. Conversion to an alternative ecclesiastical use e.g., for another denomination
or to a secular use which might include a village hall, a museum, a private
dwelling.
c. Preservation intact.
Alternative uses under (a) and (b) are ultimately a matter for the Church Commissioners who are the legal owners.
The Redundant Churches Advisory Board, a national, not a diocesan body, can
advise on whether a church should be preserved for architectural, historic or
aesthetic reasons. It can also veto a proposal to demolish as it has at Foscott. If
they so advise the church is ultimately handed over to
The Redundant Church Fund which will maintain the church for the future using
funds granted by Parliament for this purpose.
The position in Bucks at the end of 1973 was that seven churches have been
declared redundant: they are
Fleet Marston, St. Mary. A small, solitary 14 c. church just off the AylesburyWaddesdon road, unused for some years. Accepted by R.C.F. and under repair.
Foscott, St. Leonard. Small 14 c. church east of Buckingham. A proposal to convert to a dwelling has been opposed by the Society.
Grove, St. Michael. A solitary 14 c. small church on the bank of the Grand Union
canal north of Cheddington. Probable conversion to a dwelling.
Hartwell, Assumption BVM. This most interesting Gothick church, built by
Henry Keene for Sir William Lee in 1755 beside Hartwell House, has been a
roofless ruin since 1946. It will not be restored but is being made safe and will be
accessible. It is an integral part of the fine 18 c. layout of Hartwell Park.
Pitstone, St. Mary. An admirable church of 13-15 centuries, now overshadowed
by a vast cement works and only one mile from Ivinghoe. Accepted by R.D.F. It
might become a museum for fittings from other redundant churches in the
county.
Skirmett, All Saints. A small modern church north of Hambleden. Its future use is
uncertain.
Stony Stratford, St. Mary Magdalen. This only concerns the tower of the 15 c.
church which is all that survived the fire of 1742.
There are other churches which are under consideration for redundancy which
include Great Kimble, Great Woolstone, Hardmead, Walton and West Wycombe,
St. Paul. Little Linford which was threatened with redundancy has been reprieved.
E.V.
HUGHENDEN. Grange Farm, Widmer End. Though ruinous contains the timbers of a
small base-cruck hall in very good condition. It was recently threatened, but an appeal
to the Department of the Environment was followed by a prompt inspection, and
the building is now listed. It is hoped to publish a detailed account of the Farm in
the next issue.
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REVIEWS
by Keith
Branigan, 152 pp. 90 figs and 31 half-tones, map on the inside cover. Spurbooks
Ltd., 1973, £2.95.
This book is not intended, according to the author's preface, for the scholar or
serious student. The kind of haute vulgarisation at which the French are so
excellent is not common in Britain and indeed some scholars consider it beneath
their dignity to attempt such essays. But it is very necessary that the public should
be supplied with books of good quality if only to offset the 'coffee table' litter
much of which is beautifully illustrated but sadly ill-informed. Dr. Branigan's brave
attempt at a regional study for the general public must be welcomed, and considered
at this level.
The chapters are arranged on a chronological basis as their headings indicate—
'From Caesar to Claudius'—'Invasion, Rebellion and Romanisation'—'Catastrophe,
Recovery and Stagnation'—'The Age of Constantine'—'Into the Dark Ages', with
two further chapters on Farming and Everyday Life. Much of this evidence comes
from the extensive excavations at Verulamium by Sir Mortimer Wheeler in the
Thirties and those of Professor Frere more recently. Although the Catuvellauni
were probably more sophisticated than most of the other British tribes, the process
of Romanisation was slow, and not until the second half of the second century do
the houses in town and country begin to display evidence in size, architectural
treatment and decoration to be associated with a developed province of Rome. The
third century is depicted here as one of stagnation and decay, following the argument
first established by Wheeler, but not supported by the more recent work of
Professor Frere, who was able to show some major private development soon after
A.D. 275. This prompts Dr. Branigan to suggest a Gallic migration, but when all the
evidence of third-century decay is critically re-examined, it will probably be found
that the picture drawn by earlier investigation is overdrawn and distorted. The
violent political upheavals would have caused changes in ownership of some of
the large estates and businesses, and the serious currency inflation must have
created difficulties,
Wheeler's view of the third century at Verulamium was based to a considerable
extent on the evidence of the hoard of coins deposited in a 'ruined tower' in the
city walls. But the evidence of his section (Pl.XXI) suggests that the tower had been
deliberately demolished, since the destruction deposit continues above the outer
wall of the tower after it had been reduced to ground level. The occasion for this
would have been the building of the bastions in front of the wall, now generally
dated to the end of the fourth century, when the defence of the towns was reorganised by Count Theodosius. In this case, the hoard of c A.D. 273 could hardly
have been deposited in a layer not laid down until c 380. The only possible
solutions are that either the reduction of the tower was earlier than 273 or that the
hoard had been disturbed by those doing this work c 380, which means that the
coins could have had no value at this date. The position of the hoard over the
reduced wall could not possibly mean that it was put into a tower in a state of
collapse, but it places it firmly in a demolition, layer. If the coins had been buried
in this layer, the hole dug for them would have been observed and the proper conclusions drawn. The evidence of the decline in the houses is more difficult to assess,
since layers which contain building debris, including fragments of roof slates and
tiles are interpreted as 'collapse and abandonment', whereas the same effect could be
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produced if in a reconstruction, an existing building was demolished and the
material left on the site and levelled out before the new structure was erected.
There was certainly a great deal of construction taking place in the early fourth
century, many buildings being in a totally different plan from the earlier ones and
much of the work was inferior to that of the second century, a decline in standards
found generally in the Empire at this time, except in the Imperial establishments and
the great houses of the very wealthy. All this illustrates great social changes and a
shift in the pattern of wealth, but it is doubtful if it also means that much of the city
was in a ruinous condition at the end of the third century, and the amount of
occupation material of the period would hardly suggest such a serious decline in
population. The abandonment and decay found in villas is more probably due to
amalgamation of estates with landowners' houses unoccupied and left to fall into
ruin, demolished for their materials or turned over to the bailiff. The overall picture
is one of a continued expansion of affluence, culminating in the Age of the House
of Constantine, although wealth may have been concentrated in fewer hands and
public patronage in the cities ceased.
The chapters on Farming and Everyday life are those most likely to prove
interesting to the lay reader. There are many points of detail on which this reviewer
could take issue with the author. The saucepan handle (Fig. 9), which is a patera is
not a patella, is not necessarily a military object and could be second century, while
among the jewellery of everyday life (Fig. 63) a decorated mount (No. 2) is a
military stray. There has been no recognition of the relationship of the temple to
the theatre at Verulamium and the implication in their historical development. This
is why, in all probability, the Christians closed down the theatre and had it desecrated by its use as a rubbish dump for the Forum, at the same time converting the
temple into another use. There is a useful classified bibliography and many
illustrations, the quality of these, however, varies, some of the drawings being very
poor and many of the plates suffer by not being on better quality paper; one
wonders also if some (e.g. Figs. 42 and 55) are really necessary. The book is a very
honest attempt at providing a work of popular appeal at a reasonable price and the
sales will demonstrate its success or failure. The text is not too difficult, but assumes
knowledge of words and terms by the reader (such as mortaria, demesne farms,
municipium which are only partly and not accurately explained, etc.).
Graham Webster
THE BEACONSFIELD PARISH REGISTER. Beaconsfield and District Historical Society.
The admirable introduction speaks of thanks due "to a small group of the
Society's members for the immense amount of time and care which they have
devoted over a period of more than four years to the daunting task of preparing"
this volume. They have refused to be daunted, and they and the Society are to be
congratulated on producing this valuable piece of work. It is to be hoped that it will
inspire other local history societies to emulate their example.
The substance of the book is derived from the parish registers from 1631 to 1837.
But (a) some earlier burials noted by Lipscomb are added; (b) the parish register
entries are supplemented by entries from the Bishop's Transcripts between 1575
and 1647, in another appendix; and (c) the marriages printed in Phillimore, vol. 5,
are omitted. This method keeps the Parish Registers intact (except for the part
abstracted by Phillimore); but it involves, for the enquirer, a good deal of turning
to and fro.
There are some pages missing from the first volume of the register, which now
begins with the baptisms of 1631. Familiar names soon appear, such as Aldridge
and Idle, Pusey, Pitcher and Pepys. The reader may trace some of the ramifications
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of the Waller family, in which the names Robert and Edmund persist. Not that
they lacked imagination; one was named Praxhead and another Carret. We learn
that, in Commonwealth times, Mr. John Pepys was appointed "Register", who must
have been a descendant of that Richard Peppis who was Sir William Bulstrode's
steward, and is mentioned in his will of 1527, a will which names also his servants
William Cely and Robert Waller.
Beaconsfield, because of its situation and its numerous coaching inns, had an
unusual number of births, marriages and deaths of "outsiders". Many "a stranger
that came by pass" figures here: the burial, in January 1826, of the five-weeks-old
son of "a pauper travelling to her parish in Somersetshire" recalls a Thomas Hardy
story. Another visitor, "abode not known", arriving in 1819, "died of small pocks";
and the subsequent deaths from smallpox of several children of the parish are
recorded. But the worst epidemic was one of typhus in 1811.
Some sections of the registers give a fascinating picture of the town by adding
"Occupations", which range from chair-turner and riband manufacturer and soldier
to excise-officer, musician, school master at the Sunday School, and gamekeeper to
Sir Gore Ouseley Bt.
The Register is defective in the Commonwealth period, as so many are, and one
wonders why? The Rector in 1634 wrote: "They have been so mistaught hereabouts that . . . they think there is scarce any necessity for the Sacrament of
Baptism at all". But Calvinists were not generally indifferent to Baptism, and
certainly not to Burials. A Dissenter is naturally interested to find a short section
headed "Dissenters' Children 1707-1747", and there are numerous other references
to Dissenters (including "John Butcher, a Dissenter and gingerbread baker"), and
five names of Dissenting teachers, including the Rev. Samuel Clark, whose house
was registered as a meeting-place in 1697, and who may be regarded as the first
Minister of Beaconsfield United Reformed Church.
The work of transcription appears to have been done carefully and accurately;
and again I express the hope that other Societies will follow.
G. C. Edmonds
LONG CRENDON. A SHORT HISTORY by Joyce Donald. Part I, To 1800 (1971). Part 2,
1800-1914 (1973).

The current increased interest in local history must be welcomed but it has unfortunately resulted in a number of highly unsatisfactory so-called village histories, of
some use perhaps to the very young with a "project" on their hands, but basically
superficial, unresearched and gossipy. Mrs Donald's two booklets are in quite a
different category and will indeed be welcomed not only by the fortunate inhabitants of Long Crendon but by a much wider circle; they show how a village history
should be written—with a mastery of all available sources used with knowledge and
authority, but also with the affection and understanding that only a local author can
bring to such a work.
There are nearly one hundred pages of text together with twenty well selected early
photographs (though unfortunately printed facing the "wrong" way) and some map
reproductions. The author has made excellent use of the long memories of some of
the older villagers; some of these families have been in the village continuously for
six centuries and their names—Towerseys, Shrimptons, Dodwells, Reynolds—occur
again and again through her pages. These families were farmers, yeomen, even
labourers, and we are mercifully spared long chronicles of manorial descents.
Indeed, as Mrs Donald points out, from the death of Eleanor Marshall, Countess of
Pembroke (and daughter of King John) in the thirteenth century the manor has been
divided into three portions with the result that there has never been a resident manor358

ial family. Through the centuries this has clearly resulted in the village developing a
spirit of independence which has persisted until to-day.
It is all here. The impact of Notley Abbey, the local building materials, the excitements of the Civil War, the high proportion of Dissenters, the needlemaking and
lacemaking industries, the enclosures of 1827 and much more fascinating detail
besides, for instance "The Holywood [sic] film star, Mae West, is descended from the
West family of Long Crendon". Some errors have crept in. On page 35 of part I
"Cotrill-Dormers sold out to George Greville of Wotton" should be "CottrellDormers" and "George Grenville of Wotton" but all in all this is a first-class addition to the local history of Buckinghamshire.
E.V.
A HISTORY OF MISSENDEN ABBEY by Elaine Kaye. Governors of the Missenden Abbey
Adult Education College. 1973.
Miss Kaye, who was deputy Warden of Missenden Abbey for five years, has left
on her departure for Oxford, an admirable short history of the Abbey. In fifty succinct
and scholarly pages she traces its history through four centuries as a house of Augustinian Canons, another two as the home of the Fleetwood family, and then in succession, Oldhams, Aytons and Carringtons until its eventual and fortunate purchase
by Bucks County Council in 1946. The 1944 Education Act had given power to local
education authorities to set up Adult Education Colleges; the acknowledged success
of Missenden Abbey in the last thirty years has fully justified the purchase and,
incidentally, ensured the preservation of an historic and interesting house. Miss
Kaye's account is most interesting; in particular she has unravelled for the first time
the rebuilding, in Gothick style, by John Ayton around 1810.
E.V.
LATIMER: A SHORT HISTORY. B. Forwood and M . Armitage. Latimer P . C . C . , 1972.
Mrs. Forwood and Wing-Comdr. Armitage have produced a useful guide, with
illustrations and a map, covering the history of the village from Roman times up to
the transformation of the old Joint Services Staff College into the National Defence
College in 1971.
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OBITUARY
When Gilbert Jenkins died in 1972 the county lost a man who
had done more to facilitate and promote the study of its history than any man since
George Lipscomb. He was, however, a Welshman, a son of Canon Jenkins of Bangor
Ckthedral. After studying for a time at the University of Bangor he became an undergraduate of Jesus College Oxford, where after reading history and law he graduated
with first-class honours. When he first went down from Oxford, he entered the service
of the Inland Revenue, and later he worked in Somerset House. There he continued
until he secured a post more suited to his abilities and inclinations, that of Secretary
to London University.
He married Elizabeth Tuke, a member of a well-known banking family, an accomplished artist and a most genial personality. When they settled down at Jordans,
he began to interest himself in local history. He wrote his History of the Parish of
Penn, his happiest and best-known book, and his wife illustrated it with her lino
cuts. His studies made apparent to him the desirability of printing those texts on
which the local historian would always be dependent. After visiting Dr. G. H. Fowler,
who was the pioneer of record-publication in Bedfordshire, he founded a Records
Branch inside this Society which after a while hived off and became the Buckinghamshire Record Society, and he become its Secretary and General Editor. Not only
that, but he edited several volumes, prepared indexes for other volume-editors or
wrote prefaces for them, and generally assisted them in their labours. The Missenden
Cartulary, his own great personal achievement, ran to three volumes: the first appeared in 1939; the second was ready within a few years, and as no printer could at
that time undertake it, he set it up with his own hands on a little printing press that
he had bought, and triumphantly issued it; the last volume was published jointly by
the Stationery Office and the Society in 1962.
In 1957 he retired from the service of London University, and joined the staff of
the Victoria County History as its editor for Staffordshire. He set to work with energy,
and wrote articles with his own pen on subjects quite remote from those on which
his Buckinghamshire researches had borne. After his final retirement, he wrote
Chequers, a work of experienced scholarship, but without the warmth and charm of
his first work. Some years before his death, he undertook extensive researches into
early enclosures in this county.
Apart from these learned interests, he had a deep appreciation of music and the
visual arts. He was an active supporter of the C.P.R.E. and of the Buckinghamshire
Historic Churches Trust.
G.R.E.
J. GILBERT JENKINS.

BISHOP R. M. HAY. The Right Reverend Robert Milton Hay died on 23rd
October, 1973, aged 89. He had served in the Diocese of Oxford for almost the
whole of his working life. He first came to Bucks, as Vicar of Taplow in 1939; five
years later he succeeded Bishop Eliot as Archdeacon and Bishop of Buckingham.
He resigned as Bishop in 1960. A sentence from the notice in the Oxford Diocesan
magazine expresses very well the impression he made: "He was a big man in
every way. He had a commanding presence, enlivened by a twinkle of the eye and a
gentleness of tone and manner; he had a heart large enough to accept and embrace
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the oddities and waywardness of clergy and laity alike. He was also big enough to
express a forthright opinion, and when occasion demanded, to assert his authority."
He was elected a Vice-President of the Society in 1959 but he will be particularly
remembered for his work in creating the Bucks. Historic Churches Trust with Sir
Henry Aubrey-Fletcher: he remained an active Trustee, keenly interested in the
work until increasing disability compelled his resignation quite recently. His second
marriage in 1960 was to Miss Mary Shaw, daughter of Bishop Shaw of Oxford, to
whom we extend our sympathy.
N. W. GURNEY, C.B.E. Norman William Gurney, who died on 10th October, 197?
aged 93, was well known for the devoted service he gave to Bucks, in many
capacities—as a magistrate, as High Sheriff in 1952 and as a member of the County
Council for forty years, for the last fifteen of which, up to his retirement in 1962,
he was its distinguished chairman. He belonged to the Society for many years and
served as its representative on the Milton Cottage Trust of which he was a most
assiduous chairman. He must have been one of the last survivors of those who were
in service (with the City of London Rough Riders) in the South African War.
A. EWART STEEVENS, another senior member, died suddenly on holiday in Scotland
in August, 1973. He was well known in High Wycombe and lectured frequently on
archaeological subjects. He was a keen supporter of Society outings and was a
founder member of the Bucks. Records Society.
MICHAEL FLETCHER served on the Council in the immediate post-war years and was
an Hon. Joint Editor of the Centenary number of the Records (1974). A son of the
distinguished surgeon Walter Morley Fletcher, he was for many years business
manager of The Practitioner. His knowledge of Bucks, was considerable and he
remained keenly interested in the outings, particularly to the grander country
houses. He never married.
Other deaths reported in 1972-73 were: Mrs. A. R. Astbury, Dr. M. B. Barnes,
Mrs. N. E. Courage, Mrs. Joan Crouch, W. Ashley Cummins, Mr. and Mrs. L. L.
Gosney, R. W. Hester, A. S. G. Hoar, C. P. F. North, Mrs. R. Ritchie, Mrs. J. E.
Serby, Miss Phyllis Stewart, Mrs. D. G. Taylor, R. F. Turney (well known in
Chorley Wood and a keen supporter of the Natural History Section), S. P. Wigley,
and Victor Williams.
The first issue of a Society Newsletter, designed to give up-to-date
information on current and future digs in the county was compiled by Max Davies
and sent to members in June. It is hoped to continue to circulate the Newsletter
every Spring,
NEWSLETTER.

The Editors much regret that, due to an error of the binders, the
1972 issue of the Records, Vol XIX. 2, was trimmed to a size appreciably less than
other parts of this and previous volumes.
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The Annual General Meeting in 1973 was held on 14th April with the President in
the chair. Mr. J. F. Head was elected an additional Vice-President in recognition
of his many services to the Society. Mr. Max Davies was elected to fill the vacancy
on the Council following the resignation of Mr. Charles Fay. The remaining
honorary officers and members of Council were all re-elected.
OUTINGS. The six outings in 1973 were generally successful and were very well
attended. We were grateful to many owners of private houses not normally open
and their names are given below.
14th April
Dinton Hall (Mr. Hamish Currie) and church, Stone church, and
a perambulation of the village of Haddenham, still, despite much
new building, one of the most interesting in the county.
19th May
Fulham Palace (the Lord Bishop of London). We were probably
the last visitors to the Palace in its historic state. On the retirement
of Bishop Stopford two weeks later it ceased to be an episcopal
residence after a continuous ownership by the Diocese of London
of over one thousand, three hundred years.
Tower of London (The Resident Governor and Keeper of the Jewel
House). The Bell Tower, the Chapel Crypt and the Governor's
residence, none of which are normally shown.
Chiswick House. The Earl of Burlington's Palladian Villa, built
by William Kent in 1729.
7th July
Rockingham Castle (Commander L. M. S. Watson).
Kirby Hall. The ruins of the great Elizabethan mansion.
Cotterstock Hall (Mr. Lewis Sturge). A 17th-century manor.
Oundle. A perambulation of one of the least spoilt small market
towns of the limestone belt. Masters from the public school acted
as guides and the school gave members a magnificent and wellearned tea at the Tuck Shop.
28th July
BEDFORDSHIRE. Wrest Park. Mainly of interest for the great
formal garden laid out by Henry Grey, Duke of Kent in 1710; this
was followed by a visit to the private mausoleum of the Greys in
Flitton church (Lady Lucas of Crudwell).
Ampthill Park. (A Cheshire Home). A fine house of 1694 altered
by Chambers in 1770.
Dunstable Priory.
11 th August NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. Sulgrave Manor.
Eydon Hall (Sir Edward Ford). A late Palladian villa.
Canons Ashby (Mr. Louis Osman). The interesting manor, built in
1560, but added to in the 17th and 18th centuries, has been the
home of the Dryden family since 1551 and is being extensively
restored by the present tenant.
Thenford Roman Villa (Sir Spencer Summers). The 1973 excavations revealed a large mosaic pavement in fine condition.
8th September BUCKS. CHURCHES. Seven of the more notable churches in the
north-west of the county were visited—Leckhamstead, Lillingstone
Dayrell, Maids' Moreton, Biddlesden, Hillesden, Twyford and
Quainton. This very happy outing, in perfect weather, was much
enhanced by the President's illuminating commentary at each
church.
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NATURAL HISTORY SECTION

THE survey of the boundary hedges of the ancient Manor of Monk's Risborough
continued during 1973. The Waldridge area was visited and on another occasion
Committee members formed a small party to look at the northernmost part of the
Black Hedge which had not been visited before. They also examined the boundary
hedge in the Green Hailey area. We have to thank Mr. Arnold Baines for his guidance on each of these occasions and Mr. Aubrey Woodward for recording the species
of trees and shrubs found in the hedges. A summary of the findings is being made
and will be published later.
There has recently been much interest over the whole county regarding the
conservation of roadside verges of special interest, a project in which the County
Council has been most co-operative. Our Natural History Section has made a
contribution by visiting several lengths of verge in Dinton and on the Bishopstone
road. Recommendations will be sent to the County Council asking that cutting on
certain sites should be left as late as possible in the year so that seeds may have a
chance to set. More sites will be visited in 1974.
Outings and lectures in 1973 :
27th January. "The Natural History of Beetles", a talk by Dr. David Halstead of
the Pest Infestation Laboratory, Slough.
24th February. The Natural History of Wotton Railway Cutting, an illustrated
talk by Mr. A. Woodward.
24th March. The Victorian Fern Craze, talk by Mr. David Allen, a member of the
Council of the Botanical Society of Great Britain.
29th April. Field meeting at Stowe School Nature Reserve led by Mr. Antony
Lloyd.
19th May. Further survey of the boundary hedges of Monks Risborough, led by
Mr. Arnold Baines.
8th-10th June. Insect Natural History—a weekend course at Missenden Abbey
directed by Dr. D. Halstead and Mr. P. Tyler.
8th July. Outing to Moor End Common, led by Dr. Wyatt.
29th July. Visit to Warren Bank, Nettlebed, to see green fritillary and green hairstreak butterflies. Led by Miss Phyllis Gardiner.
26th August. Visit to Dancers End Nature Reserve to see the Chiltern Gentian, led
by Miss Dorothy Eyre.
30th September. Fungus foray at Stockgrove Country Park led by Mr. Victor
Scott.
28th October. A visit to Tring Reservoirs led by Miss Dorothy Eyre.
17th November. Visit to Tring Museum.
8th December. Poisonous plants, an illustrated talk by Mr. Aubrey Woodward.
The following notes have been received:
A report from Mr. Ray Shrimpton on bats.
In recent years there have been very few records of bats in this county. It is
evident there is a decline in their numbers, possibly due to the disappearance of
their roosting places and the effect of insecticide in the places where they feed—it is
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interesting to note that at a farm near Radnage, where no artificial fertilizers are
used, there has been an abundance of bats.
Over the past two years four species have been detected in the county. They were
the Noctule, the Pipistrelle, the Longeared and Daubenton's bat, which was seen on
one occasion only.
The following report has come from the county bird recorder, Mr. R. E.
Youngman.
To the non-birdwatcher the word wader may conjure up a picture of small shorebirds busily feeding at the edge of sandy beaches. He may not immediately think of
the more familiar Lapwing and Woodcock as waders and he would almost certainly
be surprised to know that one can expect to see most of the thirty or so commoner
British species in an average year even in an inland county like Buckinghamshire.
Oystercatcher, Grey Plover, Whimbrel, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit,
Knot and Sanderling are scarce but regular passage migrants.
Lapwing, Little Ringed Plover, Snipe, Woodcock, Curlew and Redshank breed
in the County every year and, with the exception of the Little Ringed Plover which
migrates to Africa, are present in most other months also.
Ringed Plover have bred in some years and may still do so from time to time.
They are common passage migrants both in spring and autumn as are Common
Sandpiper. Spotted Redshank, Greenshank and Dunlin are most frequent on autumn
passage.
Golden Plover come from their northern breeding grounds each year to spend the
winter with us. They tend to occur in the same areas each winter and the flocks may
consist of several hundreds of birds. Jack Snipe also winter but as singletons or in
groups of not more than ten birds. Ruff have become more common as winter
visitors in the county as indeed they have in the whole of Britain and small flocks
may now be seen every year. Green Sandpiper may be seen at almost any time but
are principally winter visitors to our smaller rivers and more mature gravel workings.
All the above species were reliably reported from the county during 1973. One
may also expect to see Turnstone, Wood Sandpiper and Little Stint from time to
time.
Common Whitethroat, whose recent decline is now thought to be associated in
some way with the southern spread of the Sahara into their African wintering area
following a series of very dry years, showed almost no recovery and it seems possible that this formerly common species may remain rather uncommon. Very few
Barn Owls were reported but Sparrowhawk numbers were almost certainly up
though the species remains uncommon.
Mr, Brian Walbank has sent the following report:
Grey Squirrel control.
Although the grey squirrel population in the Chilterns has declined over the last
two years it is still high enough to cause considerable damage to trees.
Dutch Elm Disease.
The disease continued to spread in 1973. A survey showed that 80,000 of the
401,000 elm trees in Buckinghamshire are either dead or dying.
Research on fungicide injection has continued with detailed experimental work
on Ulmus hollandica at the Greater London Council's tree bank at Hersham. This
has involved using MBC (a benomyl derivitive) in hydrochloric acid and the
results are encouraging.
The best known means of dispersal of Dutch Elm Disease is through the activity
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of the elm bark beetle. However, it has become evident during these studies that
the fungus can also spread from tree to tree through the connecting roots.
This has led to experimental work being done on mechanical root severance as
well as chemical treatment. These are expensive treatments and can only be justified
in certain cases.
There have been encouraging results in the use of contact insecticide sprays for
the protection of healthy elm trees. Although the protection only lasts for two
months this may be a suitable method for protecting particularly valuable trees.
Mr. Edward Byrne has provided the following list of ferns and plants he has seen
during 1973:
Lodge Wood, Prestwood, 4 possibly 5 plants
Lycopodium clavatum
Stag's-Horn Clubmoss
scattered on woodland floor under open mature
beech, along with Calluna.
Wavenden Wood, Bow Brickhill, abundant on
Equisetum telmateia
boggy ground by drainage cut on wood edge.
Great Horsetail
Wavenden Wood, Bow Brickhill, sparse on bank
Blechnum spicant
in conifer stand.
Hard-fern
Recorded other than from walls as follows: Near
Phyllitis scolopendrium
Turville
Heath, well established on side of deep
Hart's-tongue
shaded ditch; Idlecombe Wood, Turville, on steep
bank in woodland.
On
old walls, railway brickwork etc. as follows:
A splenium adianlum-nigrum
Ilmer; Quainton Road Station; Fawley; near
Black Spleenwort
Verney Junction; Town End, Radnage; Wycombe Marsh; Loudwater; Holtspur; Tylers
Green; Bolter end; Wendover Dean; Prestwood;
Long Crendon.
Recorded from similar situations to the previous
Asplenium trichomanes
species as follows: Lee Bridge, Quainton; East
Maidenhair Spleenwort
Claydon; Gt. Missenden; Wycombe Marsh; West
Wycombe Road; Long Crendon; Chilton; Ilmer.
Not infrequent in woods in the Brickhills (Back
Athyrium filix-femina
Wood, Wavenden Wood, Stockgrove etc.); Woods
Lady Fern
north of High Wycombe (North Dean, Naphill
Common, Speen); Colemans and Mantle Woods,
Little Kingshill; Fleet and Egypt Woods, Burnham Beeches; Penn Street etc.
Quainton Road Station; Wycombe Marsh;
Ceterach officinarum
Fingest; West Wycombe Road; Amersham Old
Rusty-back Fern
Town; High Wycombe; near S. Leonards.
Bollards Wood, Stokenchurch (recorded here in
Dryopteris spinulosa
1883—Druce, Flora of Bucks): Piggots Wood,
Narrow Buckler-fern
North Dean; Churchfield Wood, Turville; Whittington Park, Lane End; Common Wood, Hazelmere; Rushbeds Wood; Nunn Wood, Whiteleaf;
Oak Wood, Stockgrove. Generally in small
quantity, usually on dampish north or east facing
woodland slopes.
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Polystichum setiferum
Soft Shield-fern
Polystichum aculeatum
Hard Shield-fern
Thelypteris oreopteris
Lemon-scented Fern
Polypodium vulgare
Common Polypody

Ophioglossum vulgatum
Adder's Tongue
Corydalis claviculata
White Climbing Fumitory
Diplotaxis muralis
Wall Rocket
Erophila verna
Whitlow Grass
Dentaria bulbifera
Coralroot
Oxalis corniculata
Sleeping Beauty
Ornithopus perpusillus
Birdsfoot
Saxifraga granulata
Meadow Saxifrage
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium
Opposite-leaved Golden
Saxifrage
Erica tetralix
Cross-leaved Heath
Gentianella anglica
Early Gentian
Vaccinium myrtillus
Bilberry

Bledlow Gorge, one plant on moist shady slope;
Boss Lane, Hughenden, two plants but probably
planted.
Oakley Church, sparse by side of drainage gutter,
presumably planted; near Turville Heath, 100
mature plants and numerous young ones scattered
along steep west facing bank of drainage ditch.
Near Chesham, 2 plants in shady hedgebank.
Near Gt. Brickhill, 20 plants scattered along edge
of drainage cut in woodland; Penn Street Wood, 6
plants in restricted area on the edges of tractor ruts
formed within the past two years, colonising.
Long Crendon, on old limestone wall; Turville, on
brickwork; Wycombe Marsh, on railway brickwork; Gt. Brickhill, on sandstone wall; Heathfield
and Hollybush Woods, Dropmore, not infrequent
on ditch banks; Tythrope Park, Kingsey, epiphytic
on Salix in old duck decoy.
Near Hell Coppice, Worminghall, in damp
pastureBack Wood, Gt. Brickhill; Oak Wood, Stockgrove.
High Wycombe, on coping of railway bridge.
Lodge Hill, near Princes Risborough, scattered on
ant hills.
Spring Coppice Wood, Lane End, abundant in
woodland.
Gt. Kingshill, on tarmac path in garden.
Back Wood, Gt. Brickhill, on borders of sandy
track.
Bradenham, in long grass in churchyard.
Moor End Common, on wet shady ground by
rivulet; Oak Wood, Stockgrove, near Gt. Brickhill,
very abundant on boggy ground in woodland.
East Burnham Common, abundant in restricted
area among birches.
Ivinghoe Beacon, 30 plants in open chalk turf.
Back Wood, Gt. Brickhill; Wavenden Wood,
Bow Brickhill, abundant in woodland rides and
conifer stands.
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Erinus alpinus
Fairy Foxglove
Pedicular is sylvatica
Lousewort
Betonica officinalis
Betony
Legousia hybrida
Venus's Looking-glass
Filago minima
Slender Cudweed
Achillea ptarmica
Sneezewort
Ruscus aculeatus
Butcher's Broom
Ophrys apifera
Bee Orchid
Platanthera chlorantha
Greater Butterfly Orchid
Carex Pendula
Pendulous Sedge

Tylers Green, on boundary wall of churchyard.
Back Wood, Gt. Brickhill, scattered in. wet
pasture.
Hell Coppice, near Worminghall, in and along
banks of drainage ditches.
Bradenham, frequent along borders of chalky
arable field.
Back Wood, Gt. Brickhill. several hundred plants
along edge of sandy track.
Hell Coppice, near Worminghall, abundant on
damp ditch banks.
Grendon Underwood, several shrubs in hedge near
churchyard; Bledlow Village, abundant in hedge
by churchyard, presumably planted.
Near Town End, Radnage, scattered in open chalk
turf.
Near Town End, Radnage, sparse in open chalk
turf
Back Wood, Gt. Brickhill, frequent along drainage
cut.
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