
LIPSCOMB AND HIS HISTORY OF 
BUCKS 

G. H. WYATT 
INTRODUCTION 

Although Dr. George Lipscomb is well known to the members of this 
Society as historian of the County, little has been published about his History 
and Antiquities of the County of Buckingham (1831-1847). It is not the purpose 
of this article to review the material presented by Lipscomb, but rather to 
draw attention to features of its bibliography and related matters. However, 
a long time has elapsed since anything has been written about the author, 
so a brief resume of the literature may be permitted by way of introduction. 

The RECORDS contain a 'life' by Robert Gibbs 1 4 , which is largely repeated 
in that author's Worthies of Buckinghamshire15a, and an article on Lipscomb 
is in the Dictionary of National Biography17. All this writing is based upon the 
informative obituary notice in the Gentleman's Magazinen. This Society also 
reported 2 1 on the dedication in 1929 by the Bishop of Buckingham of a 
memorial to Lipscomb, quoting an address by Coningsby Disraeli. In 1946 
tribute was paid to Lipscomb at Quainton on the hundredth anniversary of 
his death 2 2 . The pedigree on page 273 is drawn up from material in these 
sources. 

The History was completed in 1847 and preceded the first issue of this 
Society's RECORDS, volume 1 of which is dated 1858, and the first item in 
which, after the preface, refers to 1854. There was, therefore, no occasion for 
the Society to notice the publication of the History officially: its first mention 
in the RECORDS 1 2 appears to be in volume 1, where "a curious contradiction" 
by Lipscomb is noted. A contemporary, but undated, seven-page Catalogue of 
Books belonging to the Society is bound in the present writer's copy of 
RECORDS, vol. 1; this does not include Lipscomb's History. Also in this 
copy of vol. 1 is another contemporary, undated leaf headed Compilation of 
County History, in which it is stated that a Large Paper copy of the History 
had been purchased "to form the basis of a complete and accurate County 
History". Members were requested particularly to verify the account of places 
in which they themselves were interested, and to "carry it down to the present 
time". There follow detailed suggestions by the Rev. F. G. Lee as to how 
"Every clergyman who belongs to the Society, and any others who would be 
willing to aid, should at once draw up in MS a description of his church . . .", 
coupled with the offer of "uniform sized foolscap paper" upon which to write 
it, draw plans, etc. The Society does, in fact, to-day possess a Large Paper copy 
of the History that might be the one referred to; if it is, then the scheme failed 
completely, because the folds of the gatherings have never been opened and 
nothing has been written in it. 
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PEDIGREE OF LIPSCOMB 

Richard Lyppescombe, 
last abbot of Newarkc, 
Surrey 

Richard Lipscomb, 
of Portsmouth 

Thomas Lipscomb, 
of Winchester: 
surgeon to Hants 
County Goal & 
Bridewell, Coroner 
for Hants; d. 1791 
aged 92 

Mary Rev. James Fussell, 
rector of Hardwick 
in 1738; d. 1760 

personal 
property 

Niece, Mary Lipscomb 
(married Rev. Francis 
Gresby, rector of 
Grendon Underwood 
in 1759) 

Jonathan George, 
yeoman of Grendon 
Underwood: d. 1829 

James Lipscomb 
(eldest son), of 
Quainton from 
1764; surgeon R.N. 
d.1794 

Mary 
d. at Quainton 
at a very 
advanced age Thomas Wells, of 

Stratford on Avon 

George Lipscomb, M.D. b. 1773; historian of Bucks-, mar. 1803; d. 1846 
Third dau., 
widow of Richard 
Hopkins, gent, of 
Stratford on Avon; 
d. 1834 

Maj. Edmund Wells, 
of East India Co. 

No issue estate 

"Her own family" 
•Half-brother to Rev. William Lipscomb, M.A., rector of Walbury, Yorkshire; master of Barnard Castle Hospital; father of a bishop of Jamaica. The inscription on James Lipscomb's monument at Quainton is quoted in the History, vol. 1, page 335. 

Admiral W. H. Smyth 1 3 criticises Lipscomb's work, and Gough 1 6 states that 
Lipscomb used material from the Rev. E. Cooke (but see below) and says the 
History "is, in many respects, very incomplete and inaccurate". Gibbs 1 4, 1 5 

was more charitable and realistic: "The works of our most eminent historians 
are not faultless, and to pronounce Lipscomb's work to be strictly accurate in 
every minute detail without errors, would be saying too much for it. The 
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author himself did not hope to escape criticism on this point, but claims 
indulgence under the peculiar difficulties of his having to tread the mazy 
wilds of antiquarian research, without a beacon and without a guide, and to 
explore a labyrinth hitherto unassailed". The last sentence is taken almost 
verbatim from Lipscomb's preface to his History, in which he acknowledges 
"the still more valuable and important materials supplied by the indefatigable 
labours of the late Reverend Edward Cooke, A.M. and LL.B, Rector of 
Haversham; which he [Lipscomb] avowed to have formed the basis of that 
superstructure which it had been his endeavour to raise". It is acknowledged 
that Lipscomb himself made considerable collections of material: his Journey 
into South Wales2 shows he began to assemble them before 1802. He told 
Phillips (10 October, 1831) he had spent "nearly two thousand pounds . . . in 
making collections and preparations, to say nothing of about thirty years 
labour and assiduity and the great activity and exertions during half that 
period" (see also reference 3): the underlining here and below is Lipscomb's. 

The preface to the Victoria County History (Bucks)1 9 remarks ". . . the only 
serious attempt to compile a complete history of the county was made by 
George Lipscomb in the History and Antiquities of the County of Bucking-
ham, published in four volumes in 1847, some months after the death of its 
author [but see below]. Perhaps not equal to our best county histories, it is a 
work of great value; and, taking into consideration the difficulties of access 
to records at the time it was compiled, it shows a praiseworthy industry on 
the part of its compiler". In Lipscomb's own words (21 April, 1831)* "it has 
seldom if ever happened that such an undertaking as that in which I am 
engaged has been attempted by a single individual". The centenary report 2 2 

fairly warns that the pedigrees should be verified; Lipscomb might not have 
agreed, for he wrote (21 July, 1831) "The pedigrees in question including (sic) 
all that Collins asserts are full of contradictions and anachronisms. These have 
been supported by vanity and Lysons, without blame to the latter however 
for he relied upon testimony which probably he could not doubt, but which 
I must not depend upon." 

Indeed, Lipscomb's correspondence with Stacey Grimaldi 4 2, a keen genea-
logist, reveals his concern about the unreliability of many published pedigrees, 
especially those devoid of dates 3 5, 3 9 . He speaks of "many mistakes amongst 
would-be antiquaries and those who are content to take things as they find 
them: but so will not I if I can avoid i t" 3 8 . "I have about twenty pedigrees of 
the Grenvilles not one of which is co r rec t . . . I think I shall give them in series 
with my exposure of the blunders pervading them and leave the Heralds to 
object to what they dislike for I have had more trouble about them than they 
deserve" 3 5. "The fact is that the Heralds are generally speaking very jealous 
of any interference with their trade . . . They have accepted and do accept 
allegations entirely at variance with the truth . . . I could point out five hundred 
instances at least in which I have noticed . . . mistakes in some of the most 
celebrated works . . . " 3 9 Lipscomb was told by Thomas, Viscount Hampden 

•Dates in parentheses relate to the letters of reference 6; those followed by 'N' relate to refer-ence 32. 
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that when Mark Noble examined the papers at Hampden "he spent a good deal 
of his time in drinking burgundy" while his young lady assistant did the 
copying: Lipscomb professed a liking for burgundy, "but I have not entrusted 
to others, for the sake of the burgundy, the compilation of papers . . , " 4 0 . 
ORIGIN OF THE HISTORY 

On 27th February, 1824, there died, the Rev. Edward Cooke, M.A., LL.B., 
rector of Haversham. Lipscomb was his executor 3 1, expecting "very consider-
able property", but the will was contested in the Court of Chancery 1 This led 
to the estate being 'frozen' pending the outcome, and Lipscomb complained 6 b 

that he could not use it to defray his printing and publishing costs (8 March, 
10 October, 1831; 26 October, 1832). He was confident that the Chancery suit 
would end favourably: "there is scarcely the most remote probability of their 
terminating against me" (8 March, 1831); "if it ever end, [it] must end favourably 
to me notwithstanding the pertinacity of my opponents" (26 October, 1832). 
It would, therefore, have been a severe shock to him when the Court decided 
in favour of the heir-at-law.1 1 Cooke was born at Wolverton in 1772 and, 
after an Oxford education, became rector of Haversham in 1802. He is said to 
have passed much of his time in retirement and to have possessed an extensive 
and valuable library. His material relating to the county included "copies of 
almost all the unpublished manuscripts of Browne Willis, Cole, Roger Dods-
worth, &c, with extracts from the Tower Rolls, and other public records, 
the whole of which, probably, if his life had been spared a few years longer, 
would have been in a state to meet the public eye" 1 0 . Cooke's considerable 
Bucks collection passed to Lipscomb 4 3, who had also been collecting for the 
same object. The Gentleman's Magazine11 wrote "We think we have heard 
that it was agreed that the survivor should have the whole". Cooke's manu-
scripts were highly valued by Lipscomb, who described 3 4 Cooke as "a most 
learned and indefatigable antiquary and lawyer as well as a man of great 
literary attainments". 

Gibbs 1 4 says Lipscomb then embarked upon his History without counting the 
cost "and was called upon to expend an amount of money which straitened 
him in his circumstances, and left him in financial embarassments from which 
he never could extricate himself". Indeed, some of his writing is said to have 
been done while under the jurisdiction of the Fleet Prison as a debtor 1 7. Infor-
mation about the onset of Lipscomb's troubles is available in his correspnd-
ence with Sir Thomas Phillipps 6 b, now preserved in the Bodleian Library. Sir 
Thomas (1792-1872) was the "greatest collector of manuscript matter the 
world has ever known" 2 6 and he was regarded, at least by Lipscomb (29 June, 
1831), as "a second Bodley". It was because he wished to see two lots of Bucks 
manuscripts from Mr. Craven Ord's library, bought by Thorpe for Phillipps, 
that Lipscomb first wrote to him (10 September, 1829) at his house Middle 
Hill, near Broadway. Phillipps evidently replied favourably, because Lips-
comb lost no time in thanking him (21 September, 1829) "for the obliging 
encouragement which it gives me to avail myself of an opportunity of resort-
ing to your valuable stores of literary treasures at some future day". The 
acquaintanceship must have developed rapidly: by 1831 Lipscomb was 
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writing to Phillipps almost monthly about his financial affairs, and he was 
also visiting him at his London house, Stratford Place, Oxford Street. The 
last item in the correspondence is a very formal, but appreciative note from 
Lipscomb dated 12 August, 1839. 

The first suggestion of any trouble is in a letter of 12 February, 1831, devoted 
to the subject, which must also have been sent to others who had responded 
very promptly: it ends with "Subscribers who have since 30 January, 1831, 
advanced to the author of the History of Buckinghamshire on account of 
their subscriptions, the following sums: 

£ 
John Norris Esq., Hughendon House 20 
Ch. Sp. Ricketts Esq., Dorton House 10 
His Grace the Duke of Bedford (a gift) 10 
H. H. Hoare and H. M. Hoare Esqs 10 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham & Chandos 50 
Rev. Sam. King rector of Latimer 
John Tattam Esq., Custom House I 15 
Hon. & Rev. Perceval 
The Rt Honble the Earl of Macclesfield 10 
Harry Lupton Esq., Thame ... 6.6.0 
John Hollier Esq 6.6.0 
The Hon. & Rev. Fred Bertie 6.6.0 
Lord Viscount Galway ... ... 10 
Lady Lovett, Liscombe House (a gift) 10 
Earl Howe 20 
Rev. John Kipling 6.6.0 
Rev. Thos. a Becket Turner ... 6.6.0 
William Selby Lowndes Esq. 10 
The Rev. Dr. Goodall, Provost of Eton 10 
John Lee Esq., D.C.L., Hartwell House 10 ' 

These twenty advances total £256.10.0; on 14 August, 1831, Lipscomb tells 
Phillipps that about fifty persons had helped. The transcript of 14 September, 
1838 (N) shows that Col. Pigott, also, advanced £10. 

Answering Phillipps' enquiries, he says the costs of the History greatly 
exceeded his expectations but he had provided for them and could have met 
them if it had not been that "an estate which came some few years ago into 
my possession [presumably, Rev. Edward Cooke's, 1824] being subjected at 
present to proceedings in Chancery . . . so completely ties my hands from the 
sale of it, that I am compelled to turn to other modes of raising money" (8 
March, 1831). This state of affairs he also reported to Grimaldi 3 6 ' 3 9. When 
purchasing the impropriate rectory of St Helens, Bishopsgate, Lipscomb met 
Mr. McDougall of Parliament Street, "an opulent attorney" who offered him 
voluntarily a loan to enable him to meet his expenses. McDougall "without 
any notice, entered up judgement upon my bond; and subsequently on failure 
of payment on demand by the return of the post, issued execution" (12 February, 

276 



10 October, 1831). The sum of money Lipscomb needed was at first (8 March, 
1831) said to be £100 to £200 "which would not be required to be paid for 12 or 
18 months"; by 21st April in the same year he was in "great difficulty through 
the want of about fifty pounds to effect the proper and necessary advertisements 
to give publicity to the work", but he had. succeeded in completing the arrange-
ments for the publication of the first part (29 June, 1831: "1st Part just 
published . . ,"). 

In spite of these statements of limited claims upon his finances, in October 
of the same year Lipscomb approached Grimaldi 4 2 to arrange a mortgage of 
£1,000 on his property at Whitchurch 3 6, which consisted 3 7 of his house, garden 
and about two acres of land, together with an adjacent cottage and close occu-
pied by "a servant of mine": the house was "on the principal road from Ayles-
bury to Buckingham at the 4th, i.e. 43d mile stone" (Bryant's map of 1825 
shows it was the 45th). In response to Grimaldi's suggestion that he would do 
better to sell the property, Lipscomb replied 3 7 that he would greatly prefer to 
do so: he was negotiating for a house, apparently in the Amersham or Miss-
enden area, but could not find a purchaser for his Whitchurch property. His 
letters continued to be addressed from Whitchurch until September, 1832, about 
which time it is presumed the house was sold 4 4 ; whether or not he actually raised 
the proposed mortgage is not apparent. Lipscomb repeatedly complains of the 
need to find money to pay the stationers, printers and engravers (or 'artists'): by 
26 October, 1832, he was again desperate for £50 and contemplated selling his 
complete set of the Gentleman's Magazine for £30 or less: "I am absolutely at 
my wits end to raise a small sum upon books". At the outset he was worried that 
McDougall would gain possession of his papers and library, which would 
prevent publication of the History, but this misfortune he escaped; Sir Thomas 
Phillipps (1 October, 1831) offered the use of his house for the safety of the 
papers and library, but this was not required. 

It might be concluded from Lipscomb's profuse thanks that he was helped 
financially by Phillipps, but there is no positive statement in the correspond-
ence to that effect. However, it is clear from numerous letters that Sir Thomas 
was very remiss in settling his accounts. His argument with J. & W. Robins 
about the bill for his copy of Lipscomb's History was still not fully resolved 
when he wrote to them on 20 November, 1848 (the last letter in the collec-
tion 6 3). Bowyer Nichols was pressing for payment 6 c from 1830 until 1836 or 
later: he sent "my man" with one demand (16 March, 1835) and on 13 January, 
1836, legal action was threatened. 

It is clear from A. N. L. Munby's Phillipps Studies that the treatment of 
Nichols and Robins was typical, and that Phillipps was persistently in debt. 
At the time when Lipscomb was in need of help Phillipps owed Thorpe £5,053 
15s (in 1830) and Cochran £5,500 13s (in 1831) "to name only two of the 
numerous booksellers with whom he dealt" 8". However, in 1831 he raised 
£13,500 by mortgages, some of which could have gone to Lipscomb instead 
of the creditors. One can only weigh the improbability of Phillipps providing 
money against the thanks proffered by Lipscomb. Perhaps a gift is not wholly 
unthinkable, for when George Baker (1781-1851), topographer of Northampton-
shire) was in financial trouble Phillipps "behaved with great kindness" and in-
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vited him and his sister to live at Middle Hill and continue his work there until 
his difficulties were resolved 8 b. Another possibility is that Phillipps bought 
manuscripts or books from Lipscomb. It is not possible to trace the sources 
of many of the 60,000 or more documents in the Phillipps collection but the 
Catalogue7 (23,837 entries) has three items of present interest: 

"19408. Lipscomb's Bucks collection. Vol. . . 4to. y. bds. ch. s. xix", 
"19912. Lipscomb's copy of Bucks Domesday. 12mo. red roan. ch. s. xix", 
"22200. Lipscomb's Bucks. Collections for Waddesden, Nth. Merston, 

Ashendon Hundreds. &c. 4to. MH bds. ch. s. xix". 
There is no indication of the dates when these items were acquired. It seems 
probable that at least some of this material is that now held by the Society, as 
listed in reference 3; see also reference 32c. In his will5 Lipscomb carefully 
details his meagre possessions, but he does not mention any manuscripts or 
documents, although "books" are included: Phillipps or, possibly, someone else 
may have acquired them all before the will was made. 

On 14 August, 1831, Lipscomb asked Sir Thomas if a Literary Society with 
which he was associated might assist in the publication of the History, but he 
received the reply that "the chief management of it fell upon a person of so 
comprehensive a mind that he admitted all authors whatever upon every 
subject, even novels and romances. He was so overwhelmed with applications" 
that "the soc. was y r fore dissolved & MSS were returned to y 6 authors" ; this 
brought a long tirade against novels and romances in Lipscomb's next letter! 

Gibbs 1 4 ' 1 5 a quotes a letter from Lipscomb, without giving its date or the 
name of its recipient (it seems to have been later than those mentioned above.) 
In it Lipscomb says "Do pray, endeavour to get me a subscriber or two among 
your Aylesbury friends, for I am very poor, and the great work is exceedingly 
expensive, and exhausts all my means to the very dregs. I should esteem it a 
great kindness if you can get me an order even for a single copy". He told 
Phillipps (26 October, 1832) he had been brought "to the very verge of absolute 
ruin (financially speaking)". Lipscomb's final straits are pathetically revealed 
in an appeal 4 1 of 1845 to Sir Robert Peel, written by another hand but signed, 
very shakily, "George Lipscomb": "I have expended my fortune [on the History] 
and am now in my 75th year [this conflicts with the evidence in references 11,17] 
reduced to a state of great destitution, and bedridden having within these last 
two years lost the use of my limbs". He asked Sir Robert, apparently un-
successfully, to subscribe to the History as a "means of alleviating my present 
distress". 

Further misfortune befell in 1834, when he lost his wife and, with her, her 
fortune—"the Doctor's chief dependence"1 1. That he struggled to make money 
in other ways seems to be indicated by a comment to Phillipps (26 October 
1832) ". . . my opinions both professionally and otherwise have gained me some 
credit: that having delivered two lectures on Contagion as it refers to Cholera 
the Plagus & Typhus at . . . (the Mechanics Inst" in Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane) I have in consequence of the extraordinary applause & sen-
sation with which they were received by near 700 persons been requested to 
repeat the lectures . . .". This observation is interesting, because a year earlier 
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he described3 7 himself as "a retired literary man or a physician", and a month 
before that he sounded Grimaldi 3 5 "whether you have any room . . . in the 
vicinity of Blackheath or Greenwich for an MD who is not too idle to practice in 
his profession without being very ambitious for an extensive circle or laborious 
exertions". 

When Lipscomb began writing his History he was already an experienced 
author; references 11 and 17 give the titles of five topographical works, eleven 
medical writings and six miscellaneous items, and indicate that there were 
others, including two volumes of sermons, "besides [his] furnishing divines 
with many single discourses", and composing hymns and anthems for charity 
schools. In 1811 he was co-editor of the newspaper The National Adviser, and 
numerous articles by him in the Gentleman's Magazine are signed "Viator"", 
etc. 

The topographical works are: A Journey into Cornwall. . . 17991; A Journey 
into South Wales . . . 18022; A description of Matlock Bath, with an attempt to 
explain the causes of the heat and of the putrefying quality of the springs . . . 
Birmingham, 1802; A Journey round the Coast of Kent, London, 1818; The 
Sandgate, Hythe and Folkestone Guide, Sandgate, 1823. Of these, only the South 
Wales volume is of local interest: pages 356 to 434 deal with Bucks. In the preface 
we are told this account "was originally undertaken by way of collecting, for a 
more perfect history, of the hundreds of Ashingdon [Ashendon] . . . than has yet 
been attempted . . . The Author may, it is hoped, be forgiven, for the reasonable 
wish of illustrating the history of places in which he passed the first years of his 
life". In this more relaxed writing we can better appreciate Lipscomb's character, 
rather than in the formality of his History: he describes scenery and towns in 
everyday language and freely expresses opinions on various subjects. The 
account of Bucks contains many transcripts of monumental inscriptions, which 
reappear in the History. A few examples of his forthright remarks follow: 
Buckingham "is a very indifferently built town" and the swan over its County 
Hall is "cumbrous . . . a very disgusting and preposterous ornament"; the 
grounds of Claydon House "are in a state of wild neglect, and much of the 
taste, as well as splendour of the mansion, has been destroyed and annihilated 
. . . The library which, I believe, never yet contained a single book, is capable 
of holding about eighty thousand books"; Long Crendon, via Winchendon 
and Eythorpe, to Hartwell—"The roads in this part of Buckinghamshire are 
so very deep, and the soil is so stiff a clay, that travellers are seldom found with 
sufficient perseverence to accomplish the ride just described"; Aylesbury, "is 
populous, but very indifferently built, and the market house, which stands in a 
large square, is an irregular and mean edifice . . . The church is spacious, but 
gloomy, and the organ is both too large and too loud for the building . . . On 
the whole, Aylesbury is but a poor town". One should hasten to add that Lips-
comb also expresses admiration in many parts of his section on Bucks, 
ISSUE OF PART I 

The nature of Lipscomb's financial troubles we have seen revealed in his 
correspondence with Sir Thomas Phillipps; their effect upon the publication of 
the History is apparent in another collection of correspondence, fortunately 
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preserved—that with his first publisher, John Bowyer Nichols, now in Bucks 
County Record Office. 3 2 This also contains negotiations for the publication. 

On 2nd October, 1827 (N) Lipscomb wrote to Nichols, giving an account of 
the gathering of the materials by Cooke and himself, and stating that he had 
collated them: "it has now become proper to look forward to their publication". 
He continues: "I am anxious to submit to you the offer of the work . . . [I] am 
not disinclined to dispose of the whole copyright or to make such other arrange-
ments respecting it, as may be fair and liberal". Nichols replied (5 October, 
1827 N): "With one or two exceptions I never combined in the risk of publish-
ing" topographical works. He explained the exceptions and pointed out that 
the histories of Cheshire, Durham, Hertfordshire, Northamptonshire and Wilt-
shire were all published at the risk of the authors. (The practice of local histori-
ans paying the cost of publication and financing it by soliciting subscriptions 
was common in the 18th century, but was much reduced in the 19th 2 4). Nichols 
"should be happy to have the honour to be employed in producing it to the 
publick, either for yourself or some respectable bookseller. But I really have 
not the courage or indeed capital to spare to run the risk of publication . . . 
When the work was completed, too, I would publish it for you in London charg-
ing you of course a modest commission. . ." Lipscomb tried further to persuade 
Nichols to buy the copyright (8 October, 1827 N), but had to accept the firm's 
refusal: "I certainly should have preferred . . . such an arrangement . . . but 
really I do not see what further need I have of any other publisher than Mr 
Nichols . . . " Before taking this step Lipscomb consulted the Buckingham 
bookseller and printer, Seeley, who agreed with the choice of Nichols (2 Oct-
ober, 1827 N), and it is possible Seeley was asked by Lipscomb to publish the 
History, indeed, Nichols later suggested this should be done (5 October, 1827 
N). 

The collection of letters continues until September, 1832, but a few items at 
least are clearly missing. Until June, 1828 they are concerned with the author's 
very definite ideas about the form of the proposed work and how it should be 
promoted. He told Nichols his views were based on the topographies of Baker 
(Northamptonshire), Clutterbuck (Hertfordshire) and Surtees (Co. Durham); 
two years earlier Lipscomb had sought the advice of Lord Grenville on this 
point, when his lordship referred him to Thomas Grenville33. Nichols suggested 
also as patterns Bayley's Tower of London, and Blakeway's Shrewsbury; "I 
really think that [Shrewsbury] one of the best books we have" (29 November 
1827 N). Although Lipscomb wished for quarto volumes, Nichols favoured 
folio, but he willingly concurred with his author's choice in this, as in almost all 
matters; so the work appears essentially as Lipscomb visualised it in the first 
place. The details discussed, sometimes at length, included: the quality of the 
paper, page size, type, large and small paper formats, distribution of material 
between the parts, the 'embellishments' (initial letters, vignettes, woodcuts, 
engravings), use of footnotes, setting out of monumental inscriptions, pedigrees, 
lists of incumbents, number of copies to be printed and price. It may be noted 
that, after repeated requests, Nichols suggested (28 March, 1828 N) the charge 
2 guineas per part for small paper and 3 guineas for large—these remained 
unchanged throughout the publication (16 years). 
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A matter on which Nichols' advice was sought was the selection of artist 
and engraver. He agreed with Lipscomb about the proper use of illustrations 
in a country history: "Many topographical works have been rendered too 
expensive by such fine plates of landscape scenery, as are perfectly useless for 
the purpose they are put to . . . " (29 November, 1827 N). Nichols thought "if 
you were to name some half dozen objects, Mr Schnebbelie would be induced 
to wait on you or go to the objects you point out, & make the sketches for a 
mere trifle"; he suggested two guineas a drawing besides travelling expenses. 
In spite of his comment (11 February, 1828 N) "I am a little afraid Mr Swayne 
will be above my price . . . two or three of his engravings arc pretty", Lipscomb 
did employ him, as well as an engraver named Brooks. We hear no more about 
"There was a little man who was formerly employed by my Ld. Spencer, and 
known to the late Mr Cooke, who could cut wood blocks well" (9 March, 
1828 N). The seals of Notley Abbey {History, vol. I, p. 231) were engraved by 
Murrell for £20, apparently thought by Lipscomb to be excessive (20 January, 
1832 N). The letters also refer to the 'Copper Plate Printer' and to Messrs 
Barnet. Part I of the History contains plates by Basire, but these are reproduced 
from earlier works; while Burghers' plate of Boarstall appeared as early as 
1695, in White Kennett's History of Ambrosden. 

From the outset Lipscomb professed himself to be not qualified in the 
business of promoting the work and getting subscriptions; but Nichols clearly 
left all these matters to him, merely providing leaflets as requested. After the 
first part had been published Nichols informed Lipscomb (24 August, 1831 N) 
"The book has not been advertised with papers, or made known in any other 
way except by sending the work to the subscribers & the notice in Gentle-
man's] Mag[azine]"; this appeared in April, 1831, 1 0 1 ' pt. i, p. 348. The first 
Prospectus, drafted by Lipscomb (ca. 15 January, 1828 N) and distributed before 
11 February (N), occupied two pages of a folded leaf: it has a woodcut initial 
W which Lipscomb much liked and insisted upon (A copy is in the County 
Record Office; the W also appears in the History, vol. I, p. 3). By 13 April,1828 
(N) the author thought enough subscribers had been found to justify public-
ation of a list: presumably this was the one printed with the Proposals, on which 
he wrote his first letter to Sir Thomas Phillipps (see above). Finally, after public-
ation of Part I of the History, to attract further subscribers he distributed an 
Address (24 September, 1831; copy in the County Record Office), which may 
be recognised by its reference to Part I. 

The Lipscomb/N ichols correspondence scarcely touches upon the pre-
publication financial difficulties, known from the Phillipps correspondence, but 
there are a few confirmations of the facts, which need not be repeated. Part I of 
the History duly appeared in 1831, apparently in June. 

Like subsequent parts, it was supplied in unattractive brown-paper covered 
boards, bearing the title, etc. printed in black and surrounded by a heavy 
border. It was also available in paper wrappers printed in the same manner 3 0 . 
The back cover of the first part carries the following statement, broadly similar 
to the pre-publication "Proposals": 

Proposals. The History and Antiquities of the County of Buckingham. 
Dedicated by permission to his majesty King William the fourth. Embel-
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lished with Maps of each Hundred, Plans, Views, Portraits, Engravings, and 
Wood Cuts of Monuments, Seals, Fonts, Coats of Arms; with Tabular 
Pedigrees of all the principal Families in the County; and with a complete Index. 
The work will be comprised in Three or Four Volumes in Royal and Imperial 
Quarto; and, for the accommodation of purchasers, will be delivered in 
Parts, price £2 2s each, Royal, and £3 3s Imperial Paper to Subscribers, who 
are requested to transmit their orders, through their respective Booksellers, 
to Messrs Nichols and Son, the Publishers, No. 25, Parliament Street; to 
whom those Gentlemen, who have not yet paid their respective Subscriptions 
in advance, are respectfully requested to account for the same. 
Names of Subscribers disposed to countenance the progress of this Work 
are received by Messrs Nichols and Son; also at Messrs Hoare's, Bankers, 
Fleet Street. 

A majority of the copies now offered for sale have been rebound in cloth or 
leather, with the result that the matter printed on the original covers has been 
lost: this included the only statements of the dates of publication of the parts 
(see below). 

Other than those mentioned in the above 'Proposals', some of the sources 
of Lipscomb's material are indicated in the Phillipps correspondence: " . . . 
since the absence of his Grace the Duke of Buckingham I have not been able 
to obtain access to the library at Stowe which had been previously permitted 
to me . . . " (21 September, 1829), but (29 June, 1831) " . . . you are indeed 
very much to over value the information to be obtained from the collections at 
Stowe . . . ", and "Lastly, the collection at Stowe although always most oblig-
ingly promised to my inspection are not much less easy of access than the 
top of the pyramids in Egypt: and I apprehend that they will remain so . . . " 
Besides Sir Thomas Phillipps' own library, there are mentioned Queen's College 
(21 September, 1829) and the Wormenhall (sic) Register (21st July, 1831). Other 
sources, mentioned in the Nichols correspondence 2 3, included Browne Willis's 
Buckingham and Langley's Desborough Hundred, "neither one nor the other 
can be taken as more than a ground work for their respective portions" (28 
November, 1827 N). Also he had transcripts of Lord Arundel's "very interesting 
documents respecting Buckinghamshire" (28 November, 1831 N) and had 
obtained 3 4 "valuable materials" at Wrest Park "by the permission of the 
Countess de Grey". His access to private collections was clearly arranged by 
his acquaintances among notable families: Thomas Grenville had offered his 
assistance3 4, and Lipscomb asked Grimaldi 3 7 if he could obtain an introduction 
to the Countess de Harcourt, "widow of the unfortunate man killed the other 
day near Windsor". On 25 February, 1828 (N) he expressed a wish to visit 
Lambeth library. It was an achievement that he had himself visited all the 
churches to make a complete set of 'facsimiles' (rubbings) of all the brasses in 
the county (28 November, 1827; ca. 15 January, 1838 N). 
INTERVAL BETWEEN PARTS I AND II 

In his letter of 4 July, 1831 (N) Lipscomb incorporated a presentation 
inscription which he asked Nichols to affix to the cover of a Large Paper copy 
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of Part I. This was not done: probably Nichols felt that he had himself paid for 
this supposed presentation copy! Whereas we cannot be sure that Phillipps 
helped Lipscomb financially, there can be no doubt that Nichols did. An 
undisclosed sum (£265 ?—see below) was being cleared as the money came into 
Nichols and Son for subscriptions and purchased copies of Part I. Much of 
the correspondence between the two men from July, 1831 to September, 1832 
was about this matter and how Lipscomb might escape from his embarassing 
position and so continue publication. The last comment from Nichols (ca. 20 
January, 1832 N) reads: "I wish I could have seen the balance turn in your 
favour. If my wishes could avail anything, you would succeed, in that I might 
have the pleasure of seeing your labours remunerated: and 2dly from the desire 
I have of witnessing your important undertaking brought to a conclusion 
satisfactory to all the parties concerned. I know not what to advise you to 
do". 

Some idea of the seriousness of Lipscomb's unfortunate situation can be 
formed from material in the correspondence (see also the Phillipps correspond-
ence above). The prospects on 24 August, 1831 (N) were shown by Nichols: 
"supposing all the parties pay for their books there would [be] a disposable 
balance in your favour of about 30£ . . . 

Reed, to this day 140 0 6 
To be received 156 12 6 

296 13 0 
Nichols' bill 265 6 

31 7 

There have been, I believe, books delivered to subscribers to the amount of 
about 116£ which would have been available towards the expense of the part, 
had you not unfortunately been obliged to anticipate the results of the sub-
scription". This refers, of course, to the pre-publication sums begged by 
Lipscomb to pay off McDougall. Lipscomb insisted repeatedly that all of this 
money was used to pay debts necessarily incurred in the production of Part I 
and for no other purpose; Nichols was equally insistent that "the first receipts 
from the work [were 'appropriated'] for objects foreign to its production" 
Both men were obviously almost excessively careful of their honesty, and the 
difference of opinion cannot now be resolved. 

To return to Lipscomb's finances: even if he had received the £31 7s in full 
and at once, he would have still have been in difficulty because his debt for 
paper to Spalding and Hodge was £119 (27 August, 1831 N), besides sums due 
to the 'artists' Brooks, Murrell (?) and Swayne, the 'copper plate printer' and 
Messrs Barnet. Nichols also reported the position in terms of numbers of 
copies, which enables an estimate to be made of the total impression of Part I. 
Pinned to Lipscomb's letter of 20 January, 1832 (N) is a slip of paper headed 
"Jan. 26. 1832 Lipscomb's Bucks", the figures being: 
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199 
3 

Small paper 
in quires with plates 
sewed 

Large paper 
42 in quires with plates 

3 in boards 
1 Rev H. J. Todd's copy 

not yet sent 
45 

1 Earl Burlington's copy 
not yet sent 

203 
6 wanting plates 1 wanting plates 

211 47 
Nichols did not reply to Lipscomb's enquiry (24 January, 1832 N) about "the 
eleven copies (I believe) to be reserved under the Act of Parliament". According 
to these figures and the number of subscribers given in Part I, it seems that about 
400 small paper and about 100 large paper copies were printed. 

After the publication of Part I, author and publisher expended much effort 
in collecting the subscriptions and payments: once Nichols had to restrain 
Lipscomb's enthusiasm for the task (27 September, 1831 N): "I think you musnt 
be too pressing in urging payment for Part I as I find something like offence 
taken by some parties from being what they call dunned for their money". 
Alex. Nicholson of Beccles was pressed by Lipscomb, and paid, before he had 
been able to collect his copy from Nichols! (27 January, 1832 N). It is clear 
that both men made some mistakes in their claims, and more confusion arose 
from persons who denied that inclusion of their names as subscribers had ever 
been authorised. An unfortunate example of the muddle was the case of William 
George, Lord Viscount Galway (in List of Subscribers, Part I, for small copy), 
who immediately responded to the pre-publication appeal with a contribution 
of £10 (12 February, 1831) but was included by Lipscomb in a list of those who 
"should pay" for Part I (20 January, 1832 N). Most trouble, however, seems to 
have arisen from people who just would not pay. During this period Lipscomb 
was annoyed (ca. 15 September, 1831 N) at the "circulation of a report by 
Lord Chandos that there would be no History of Bucks live for his father had 
laid aside all thought about it:— this was propagated by the Rev. Mr [Thomas] 
Hayton [perpetual curate, Long Crendon]; and it has been industriously 
represented that it is the Duke of Buckingham's history written for the Duke, 
by Lipscomb". His comments about several members of well-known families 
had better be read in the original letters! 4 5 

At first Lipscomb's reaction to his position after Part I appeared was one of 
acute depression to think that his expenditure and years of work should be so 
rewarded. "But if indeed . . . all my labours . . . will be entirely in vain; it 
would be worse than impudence for me to continue them, and by the sacrifice 
of health, of time and of labour to contribute still more! to the useless stock of 
materials to which I have already so unfortunately contributed" (15 August, 
1831 N). But later he became more concerned with continuing the publication; 
he was determined to get the essential money by some means. Repeatedly, he 
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told Nichols that the whole of the material was ready for the press and a com-
prehensive index was also ready. On 24 January, 1832 (N), "so that I may get 
paper and proceed with the work", he asked Nichols "When your account has 
by actual receipts been reduced to some moderate bounds will you consent to 
take any and which of the outstanding debts for copies delivered? and to what 
amount ? to strike a balance and by permitting me to apply to such others as I 
can get in and the monies which I may be able to raise upon or by sale of the 
remainder of the impression [of Part I] now on hand to settle with Spalding, 
good Mr Swaine . . . " He renewed his original proposal to Nichols on 11 May, 
1832 (N): "I wish I could prevail upon you to purchase the copyright that you 
might proceed with vigour and spirit in the progress of a work which I have the 
mortification to hear well spoken of—without the means of rendering it pecu-
niarily beneficial to myself". There was no response to either of these suggest-
ions; Nichols could scarcely be expected to comply! It should be noted that 
Nichols "was esteemed for his honourable dealings, courtesy, and even tem-
per" 1 8". Further information about the Lipscomb/Nichols relationship may 
exist in the 14 volumes of Bowyer Nichols papers sold as Lot 136 by Sotheby's 
on 18 November, 1929 to Halliday 2 9, but these have not been traced 2 6. 

Phillipps offered (1 October, 1831) to find "a printer at 30/- or 40/- per sheet 
& you sh d. have the use of my type", but Lipscomb replied (10 October 1831) 
"it appears impossible for me to avail myself of [the offer], and it seems im-
proper for me to accept even if I could". At this time Phillipps' printer was 
J. C. Bridgewater of South Molton Street; in 1833 he declined to print any 
more at 30/- a sheet, "the very least I can do it for will be £2 4s not including 
corrections (reference 8a, page 115). 
COMPLETION OF THE WORK 

After the correspondence between Lipscomb and Nichols had ceased, at 
least as far as we know, the former seized an opportunity. In 1834 Nichols 
transferred a share in the Gentleman's Magazine, of which as 'Sylvanus Urban' 
he was also editor, to William Pickering 1 8; on 11 January, 1834 (N) Lipscomb 
wrote to Pickering offering his services as editor, assistant editor or regular 
contributor. "I will work actively, zealously and industriously; and if it is any 
additional inducement, cheaply". In the same letter he refers to the History, 
"being still anxious to have your co-operative assistance towards its comple-
tion, [I] shall be glad to know whether there is yet any prospect open to such 
an arrangement as may effect that object?". The County Record Office does not 
have any reply to either of these questions, but Lipscomb did not become editor, 
nor was the History taken up by Pickering. 

Following the publication of the first part, there was a total delay of seven 
years: Part II was published to the same pattern as the first, in 1838, by J. & W. 
Robins—even the paper and type are closely similar. The reason for choosing 
this publisher has not been found; nor is it known how Lipscomb at last cleared 
himself of debt sufficiently to continue publication. In the Gentleman's Maga-
zine11 reference is made to the "zeal of Dr. Lipscomb, aided by the exertion of a 
spirited publisher". Evidently, Lipscomb's agreement with the 'spirited pub-
lisher' Robins differed from that with Nichols: at his, death Lipscomb owned 
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the whole of the copies of the first part of the History, (even though 3 8, in Oct-
ober, 1831, "my good and friendly publisher [Nichols] has in his hands the 
whole impressions of the printed copies") but he possessed only a half of the 
copies of the subsequent seven parts 5. 

As required by the 1799 Seditious Societies Act, members of the Robins 
family registered as printers with the Clerk of the Peace for the City of London. 
W. B. Todd 2 3 records several members of the family at dates between 1800 and 
1860, trading from 57, 58, 181 Tooley Street, Southwark, or 11 Ivy Lane, 
Paternoster Row: William and John Robins were at both Tooley Street and 
Ivy Lane during the period when the History was published. The firm was 
variously described as bookseller, stationer, printer or publisher; while 'J. 
Robins and Son' of Tooley Street traded from 1813 to 1837 as "printer, sta-
tioner, paperhanger". 

All of the subsequent parts were published by J. & W. Robins, and all of the 
volumes have as colophon this firm's name and address. They eported on the 
back cover of Part II: "Dr. Lipscomb has, at length, the sati faction of sub-
mitting to the Public, the Second Part of the History . . . , after a delay for which 
he should reproach himself if it had not been equally unavoidable and un-
expected". That the delay was really unexpected and that the intention had 
been for Nichols to continue the publication in the normal manner is implied 
in the Phillipps correspondence 8 b and is probably shown by the following 
detail. The present writer has an extra-illustrated copy of Lysons' Bucks 9 that 
from internal evidence, belonged to John Bowyer Nichols who collected topo-
graphical material and arranged it by counties: the collection was sold after his 
death 1 8 b . Among the additional material in this copy are proofs of 26 of the 28 
wood engravings printed in the text pages of Part I of Lipscomb's History 
(there were also four engraved initial letters in Part I): on the same set of 
proofs there are also two engravings that Nichols failed to identify, and which 
appeared on page 321 of Part II of the History. The blocks would have been 
Lipscomb's property, and he would have transferred them from Nichols to 
J. & W. Robins. 

The publisher's note at the back of Part II also refers to Lipscomb's "reno-
vated health" and goes on to assure the subscribers that the work will be 
completed, "the parts issuing from the press with as much regularity and 
expedition as is practicable in so extensive a publication". "The Author begs 
leave to remark that the History . . . will be comprised in Four Volumes, in 
Quarto, each containing not less than six hundred pages . . . " The forecast 
of the number and size of the volumes proved correct, but not the regularity of 
their appearance; the dates of the parts were: 

Volume I — Part I 1831 
Part II 1838 

Volume II — Part III 1841 
Part IV 1842 

Volume III — Part V 1843 
Part VI 1843 

Volume IV — Part VII 1843 
Part VIII 1847 
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With regard to the above comment on Lipscomb's health, he told Phillipps 
twice (29 June, 21 July, 1831) of a "distressing attack of Tic. Douloureux and 
rheumatism which has confined me for several weeks"; on the second occasion 
it "seems to threaten its continuance"; similar complaints appear in his letters 
to Nichols3 2'1. 

On the back cover of Part III the publisher mentions "the Nobility, Clergy, 
and Inhabitants of Buckinghamshire in particular (many of whom have con-
descended to express not only an opinion of the Work highly gratifying to the 
feelings of the Author, but an anxious wish for the appearance of this Part)". 
Parts IV to VIII, inclusive, have the back covers blank. 

Both the ordinary and Large Paper issues of the History were printed on 
wove paper without watermark and they differ, of course, only in their size : 
the actual page sizes vary according to the trimming by the binder, but are 
about 12 | by 10 in. and I4f by lOf in. Other differences between the pub-
lished volumes are described below. 
VARIANTS 
TITLE-PAGE When issued in 1831, the first part opened with a title-page 
printed entirely in black : 

The 
History and Antiquities 

of the 
County of Buckingham, 

by 
George Lipscomb, Esq., M.D. 

The first volume. 
To explore the treasures of knowledge hidden by the hand of time; 

to distribute them for the benefit of mankind; 
to represent faithfully and impartially characters and facts; 

is the duty of the historian; 
to appreciate and apply them, is the province of the reader. 

London: 
Printed by and for 

John Bowyer Nichols and Son, 25 Parliament-Street. 
1831. 
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No half-titles were issued, and there were no further title-pages until 1847, 
when Part VIII contained at the end titles for each of the four volumes, 
printed in black and red: 

The 
History and Antiquities 

of the 
County 

of 
Buckingham. 

by 
George Lipscomb, Esq., M.D. 

Vol. I 
J. & W. Robins, 57 Tooley Street. 

(Printed by J. & W. Robins, 57 Tooley Stteet) 
1847. 

All of the Robins title-pages carry the same date: that when the work was 
completed. 
DEDICATION The first part (1831) has, following the title, a dedication to his 
most excellent majesty King William the Fourth over the author's name and 
"Whitchurch, Bucks, April 20, 1831". By the time the History was completed 
the king was dead, and Part VIII was supplied at the end with a new dedica-
tion, to "the nobility, gentry and clergy of the County of Buckingham"; 
Lipscomb's name again appears beneath it, but this dedication is not dated. 
PREFACE In 1831 the preface occupies pages [v] and vi. The 1847 version is 
not paginated but otherwise differs from the first only in having two para-
graphs added at the end, in which the author thanks his subscribers and refers 
to his withdrawal from "those more active duties in which he has so long 
delighted". Whereas the INDEX to places, and those to pedigrees and illustra-
tions could at first apply only to Part I, in Part VIII they cover all four volumes. 
SUBSCRIBERS In Part I the indexes mentioned above were followed by the 
List of Subscribers (pp. [ix], x): in 1847 a new list was issued on four un-
numbered pages at the end of Part VIII. Whereas the pre-publication 
Proposals (10 September, 1829) lists 113 subscribers, with five added in MS, 
the list in Part I contains about 175 subscribers in alphabetical order, headed 
by the patron, the King's Most Excellent Majesty. Lipscomb wrote to Phillipps 
(29 July, 1831) on a folded sheet containing a printed list of subscribers just 
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like that issued in Part I, except that it has Nichols' name and address at the 
end: two names are deleted in ink, yet they remain in the Part I list as well 
as in that Part VI11; they are Mr. Charles John Smith and the Rev. Richard 
Tomkyns. The last list is without a patron but is headed by Queen Victoria; 
other subscribers are given in order of precedence—two other members of the 
royal family, the Archbishop of Canterbury, ten dukes, three marquesses, 
fourteen earls, etc., etc. It seems that, in spite of the time that had passed, 
only about ten of the original subscribers failed to complete their support, 
while over a hundred new subscribers were obtained—the final list contains 
about 275 names. Some took two copies; in 1831 there were 51 subscriptions 
for Large Paper copies, in 1847 there were 77. It may be noted that the pre-
publication Proposals stated clearly that Large Paper copies would be supplied 
only to subscribers (10 September, 1829). 

After the list of subscribers, Part I opens with an INTRODUCTION (pp. 1, 2), 
which is reprinted on un-numbered pages in Part V I I I , bound before pages 
i to xxxii that are devoted to GENERAL HISTORY. The contents of the two 
introductions are the same, but the division between the two pages differs by a 
few words—the second page of 1831 begins "King!", of 1847 "same nature". 
Also supplied in Part V I I I is the GENERAL INDEX (56 un-numbered pages, 
signatures 4 I 3 to 4 Q 2), following the last page of text (page 620). 

The index of ILLUSTRATIONS, at the front of Part VIII, shows where 
the author intended they should appear, but they were not issued in their 
respective parts (see below). On a slip inserted after page viii in Part I the 
purchaser is asked "that this Portion may not be at present bound, especially 
as some of the Embellishments, particularly the Maps belonging to it, are 
unavoidably delayed". The fact that the four plates for Part I that were issued 
in it were bound in their appropriate places, although no other plates were 
so bound in the whole work, seems to show that an original intention to issue 
all the plates correctly bound had to be abandoned. But this was not so; as 
early as 28 November, 1827 (N) Lipscomb says he had "good drawings and 
some few engravings ready—sufficient to illustrate one or two parts . . . though 
not all strictly belonging to the hundreds with which they might appear. . .". 
The order in which the illustrations were prepared and the plates made appears 
to have been haphazard: some of those in Part I were not required until Part 
VII. The seven-year wait for Part II proved too long for some and, consequently, 
copies are now commonly found with the plates at the end of each part, as 
issued, instead of near the relevant text. 
CANCELS During the progress of the work it was thought fit to alter some of 
the material already published, so four leaves (eight pages) were issued as 
replacements. (To avoid the confusing terms cancelland or cancellandum, and 
cancell or cancellans, the leaves are here called 'original' and 'replacement') 
The leaves concerned are: 

i Volume I, pp. 245-6 (Signature 2 I 3), 
ii, iii Volume II, pp. 349-350 (2 Y 3), and pp. 585-6 (4 F 1), 
iv Volume IV, pp. 529-530 (3 X 1) 

The necessary changes may, or may not, have been made by the binder. 
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The original Vol. I, p. 245 has a centred headline "The Perpetual Curacy": 
on the replacement this has been changed to become the opening of a new 
paragraph. Space has been saved and used for an illustration of Dorton 
church. The original page 246 has only nine lines of text and one footnote: 
the replacement is filled with text and has six footnotes, the new material 
being a description of the "Chalybeate Spa". The replacement was issued at 
the end of Part II, together with a slip about it. 

The replacements for the two leaves in Vol. II were issued conjointly as a 
half-sheet, often appearing among the supplementaries in Part VIII 3 0 . The 
changes made on page 349 were trivial and would not justify reprinting: (i) 
The year '1709' is taken over from line 6 to the following line; (ii) The date 
(1822) of the alterations and improvements of the church [Great Kimble] is 
omitted in the replacement; and (iii) In note 4 "Lyson's" is corrected to 
"Lysons". There are also minor changes on page 350: (i) "Kimbell" is 
corrected to "Kimble"; (ii) The south boundary of Little Kimble is changed 
from "by Ellesborough and perhaps part of Hampden" to "by Ellesborough"; 
(iii) "This Manor" at the opening of paragraph 2 is altered to "The Manor"; 
and (iv) In three of the last six short paragraphs the regnal years (32 Hen III, 
3 Edw III, and 12 Ric II) are omitted in the replacement. The other change 
on this page is more substantial and was, presumably, the cause for the 
reprinting: (v) The words of the original, "as appears by Mr. Bryant's accurate 
Map of Buckinghamshire, which is on the largest scale extant; and from which, 
by permission, the Maps of the Hundreds inserted in this History, have been 
carefully reduced to a scale suitable to the embellishment of the work, thus 
giving a far more correct view of the actual line of separation between parishes, 
and the diversity and irregularity of their surface, than any other representations 
which have been previously attempted" are replaced by comments on the 
Chiltern Hills and the view from the brow near Little Kimble. The omitted 
passage was associated with the mention of Hampden in (ii) above, so some 
alteration was required; however, complete elimination of it is unfortunate 
because it was the only place in the whole work where the source of the maps 
was acknowledged. (The Bryant map was published in 1825). 

On page 585 of Vol. II the entry of the Hart bequest is on line 31 of the 
original, but on line 16 of the replacement. The "Pedigree of Grove and 
Andrewes . . ." and the five lines beneath it in the original are omitted from 
the replacement, their place being taken by an illustration of "The Old 
Grammar School at Buckingham". On page 586 only one alteration seems to 
have been made: the birthplace of Robert Hill is expanded from "at Tring" 
to "at Miswell, near Tring". 

More changes were made to pages 529 and 530 of Vol. IV than to any other 
cancelled pages. The reprinting was evidently made to allow the introduction 
of material relating to Christopher Tower, M.P. for the County, who does not 
appear in the 1831 list of subscribers, but who is in that for 1847. 

On page 529, the original begins with two columns of benefactors to Iver: in 
the replacement this has been reduced to a two-line statement without names 
or other details. The text relating to "the hamlet, manor and mansion of 
Delaford" has been amended in several places and the whole taken on to 
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page 529, instead of being divided between pages 529 and 530. The "Arms of 
Clowes", in the body of the text of the original page 530 becomes a footnote 
on page 529 of the replacement . 

The original five-line description of Iver Grove on page 530 is reduced to 
two lines in the replacement. The description of Huntsmore originally occupied 
four lines; in the replacement ten lines are devoted to it, and it is followed 
by the detailed pedigree of the Tower family. Whilst the original states that 
Huntsmore Lodge was the property of Christopher Tower, Esq., of Weald 
Hall, Essex, and "since the year 1778, it has been occupied by different tenants"; 
in the replacement we read "the present occupant and M.P. for the Shire, has 
made considerable additions". 

The Society's Large Paper copy of the History has all of the replacement 
leaves mentioned above, the last three being bound in their respective places. 
The first, apparently overlooked by the binder, is at the end of Part II, where 
it was issued. Of the original leaves that were cancelled, only the first is present, 
bound in its original sequence in Part I. This set is valuable, however, in that 
it preserves the original paper-boards with the dates of publication of the 
parts (see above). 

Three-quarters of a century before Lipscomb's History, Browne Willis 
complained 2 7 of the poor support for his History and Antiquities of the Town, 
Hundred and Deanery of Buckingham: "Sold only 69 copies, of which to the 
gentlemen of Buckinghamshire, only 28". Lipscomb's sales were better, as 
shown by the lists of subscribers, but in 1840 he was writing, to an un-named 
person, 1 4 , 1 5 that he thought subscriptions were being lost because of the high 
price. He held views on the subject before he became involved personally: 
in 1802 he wrote 2 "the size and price of country histories necessarily excludes 
from among their readers men of business, and persons of very moderate 
incomes" (He continues that to "the ladies of Great Britain . . . the perusal of 
these voluminous compilations would be insuperably irksome and disagree-
able . . not even a pedant could think of prescribing [for them] the arduous 
task of perusing folios"). For his History he wondered (loc.cit.) if the remedy 
would be to sell the work in "weekly or monthly numbers at from three 
shillings to five shillings each"; however, this was not done. Again, in a letter 
to a friend at Aylesbury in 1842 1 4 ' 1 5 he sought an opinion whether part of his 
work might be issued as an octavo volume, "properly illustrated", on the 
History of the Town, Borough and Parish of Aylesbury, Although in a further 
letter {loc.cit.) he is seeking suitable illustrations for the book, having prepared 
"a very pretty and attractive vignette as the initial" for it, this scheme also 
came to nothing. Possibly, this initial was the wood engraved 'A' of the 
History, Vol. II, page 1 (1841), which includes: a woman with a sheep, a 
man with a pitchfork, a woman milking a cow, another with lace-pillow by a 
door under thatch, three Aylesbury ducks swimming away from them all, and 
in the background Aylesbury church and a crenellation! 

In spite of his unfortunate circumstances, Lipscomb persevered until his 
writing of the History was completed. He set himself a high standard: "it is not 
in my mind sufficient that the History of Buckinghamshire should be as well 
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done in every respect as the History of any other county hitherto attempted . . . 
but I am ambitious of a higher object, that the character of my work should 
place it foremost amongst the topographical labours of my countrymen whether 
of a former or of the present a g e " 1 4 , 1 S . He told Phillipps (21 July, 1831) that 
he did not allow patronage to influence his work; " . . . be assured . . . that 
1 will not be bound down by any thing but the love of truth and consistency". 
Elsewhere1, he says "The descriptions given by some Authors have been 
jaundiced . . . The Eloquent, ever fond of declamation, are studious for 
opportunities of launching into pompous and laboured descriptions. The 
Learned involve themselves and their readers in perlexing discussions, which 
are, frequently, neither interesting to themselves nor entertaining to the world. 
The Wit (if ever he condescends to write at all) criticises and quibbles upon 
the opinions of others, and after pretending to detect their errors or their 
insipidity, leaves you in full possession of his own". Yet he held a modest 
opinion of himself: "I can not boast of having enjoyed many opportunities, 
or much leisure, for antiquarian researches, nor of having minutely illustrated 
the history of any of the places mentioned" in the Journey to South Wales. 
"To me, who have no pretensions to antiquarian importance, it has always 
appeared . . . that the topographical descriptions of our native country should 
be rendered as complete as possible . . .". Both quotations are from reference 
2 (1802). Moreover, there are Lipscomb's remarks in the preface to the 
History, noted above. 

Lipscomb died on 9 November, 1846—before the History's publication 
was completed—"when the last portion . . . was completed and in the press, 
but not published, it pleased Providence to withdraw him from all his cares 
by a paralytic attack, which preceded by a few days his dissolution". 1 1 In 
spite of his poverty, he made a will a fortnight before his death, making Harry 
Elliott, "many years my most esteemed friend and faithful assistant", executor 
and sole beneficiary; Lipscomb specifically mentions that all his copies of the 
parts of the History were to pass to Elliott, although many years earlier 3 4 he 
had considered "whether the property and possession (of his collected MSS) 
shall eventually be transferred to the Duke of Buckingham". The will shows 
Lipscomb as then living at the same address in Walworth as Elliott; it was 
witnessed by C. W. and W. A. Bryant, possibly relatives of the map-maker 
A. Bryant whose map of Buckinghamshire Lipscomb utilised in the History 
(see above). 

J. & W. Robins did not bind all of the copies of Parts II to VIII, inclusive, 
which they printed; presumably an adequate number of sets of volumes were 
kept in stock ready for sale but, as time passed, the demand would have 
fallen off. According to Lowndes 2 8, after Lipscomb's death his "descendants" 
(he was childless) disagreed with the publishers (presumably J. & W. Robins) 
and the whole stock came under the control of the Court of Chancery, but 
copies were to be obtained (in 1860) at the published price from Messrs 
Nichols and Sons. However, a careful search of the Chancery Decrees and 
Orders (Public Record Office) for the relevant period has failed to reveal any 
information. About the middle of the last century the copies remaining in 
sheet form were bought by Henry Sotheran Ltd., who sold them at a Hodgson's 
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auction some years later (about 1880). At this sale they were bought by a 
Mr. Turner, believed to be a distant relative of Lipscomb 3 0. Lastly, in the 
early 1950's they were bought, together with a quantity of wood blocks, steel 
and copper plates used to illustrate the History, by Mr. F. Weathcrhead from 
a private owner in Somerset. 

It is probable that once the sheets had left J. & W. Robins very few, if any, 
copies were bound and sold: unless odd copies of Part I were obtained in-
dependently it was not possible to make up complete sets. However, during 
recent years, Messrs F. Weatherhead & Son have been binding groups of 
leaves relating to individual Hundreds for sale as self-contained volumes; thus 
in some respects putting into effect the author's early tentative suggestions to 
Nichols (28 November, 1827 N). The fate, after Lipscomb's death, of the 
remaining copies of Part I has not been ascertained. 
COLLATION (as issued): Royal or Imperial 4to. 
Vol. I A" b 1 B-2H 4 214 (±213) 2K-4I 4 

4F corrected from 3F by overprinting. Narrow slips between A4 and bl, and between 414 and unsigned cancel for 213. Signatures on first page of gathering only. Pp i-v vi-viii ix x, 1-304 505 306-616 Vol. II B-2X 4 2Y 4 ( ± 2Y3) 2Z-4E 4 4F 4 ( ± 4F1) 4G 4 [$2 (—G2)] Pp. 7 2-304 305 306-600 Vol. I l l B-404 4P a [$2] Pp. 7 2-304 505 306-660 Vol. IV A-2P 4 7t4 * 4 b-e4 2Q-3U 4 3X 4 ( ± 3X7) 3Y-4Q4 

Pp. 7 2-304 [14], i ii-xxxii, 305-620 [56] [4] 
Vol. I to III, inclusive, the first parts end at 2Q4; the first part of Vol. IV ends at 2P4. 
No press numbers or catchwords throughout. 
PLATES (Numbers of pages are given; titles are abbreviated) 
Vol. I Part 1, 9; facing 87, 2 following 88, facing 82 (folded), 5 at end; Part II, 7 at end; Vol. II Part III, 6 at end; Vol. Ill Part V, 5 at end; Vol. IV Part VII, 5 at end; 
PLATES for Vol. I, part I Issued in it Boarstall House, A.D. 1695 Boarstall Horn Issued in Part II Old Claydon House, from N New Claydon House, plan Issued in Part IV Map, Ashendon Hundred 
PLATES for Vol. I part II 

Issued in it—none 
Issued in Part III 

Doddershall House 
PLATES for Vol. II Part III 

Issued in it 
Map, Aylesbury Hundred 
Great Missenden Church 
John Hampden ' s letter 
Hampden House, f rom N E 

Part IV, 5 at end; Part VI, 5 at end; Pait VIII, 5 at end. 

Boarstall House, carving Brass of Sir Ralph Verney, etc. 
Old Claydon House, from S Dorton House 
Map, NW of Forest of Bernwode 

Quarrendon Chapel 

Aylesbury Church 
Portrait of John Bigg 
Hampden House, f rom SW 
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Issued in Part I Spear-head, glass vessel, etc. at Dinton Issued in Part VIII Remains in old church, Aylesbury 
PLATES for Vol. II, Part IV 

Issued in it Arms of Lee, Hartwell Princes Risborough, church Issued in Part V Map, Buckingham Hundred 
PLATES for Vol. Ill, Part V 

Issued in it Maids Moreton church Chesham church Latimers (house) Taplow Court Issued in Part I Hillesden church, from NE Issued in Part IV 
Brass, E. Williams, Tingewick Issued in Part VIII Stowe (house) Burnham church Map, Cottesloe Hundred 

PLATES for Vol. Ill, Part VI 
Issued in it Stewkeley church, chancel Map, Desborough Hundred Issued in Part I 

Liscombe House Issued in Part II 
Creslow Manor, from W Whaddon Hall Whaddon church Issued in Part IV 
Great Marlow, church and bridge 

PLATES for Vol. IV, Part VII 
Issued in it—none 
Issued in Part I 

Portrait of Browne Willis 
Haversham church 

Issued in Part VI 
Bletchley church 

Issued in Part VIII 
Map, Newport Hundred 

PLATES for Vol. IV, Part VIII 
Issued in it Portrait of Sir Thomas Smith Wyrardisbury church Issued in Part VI Olney church Map, Stoke Hundred Issued in Part VII Wolverton church 

Hartwell House Horsenden House and church 

Market Place, Buckingham Chenies church Chenies almshouses Dorney Court 
Hillesden church, N. porch 

Map, Burnham Hundred Beaconsfield church 

Whitchurch church 

Creslow Manor, from E Whaddon Old Hall Whaddon vicarage 
Little Marlow church 

Lathbury church 

Stoke Hammond church 

Delaford Park 

Cowper's House, Olney 

Newport Pagnell church 
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The willing assistance of the following is much appreciated: Mr. F. 
Weatherhead, Kingsbury, Aylesbury, for the supply of a complete set of the 
cancelled leaves in both states, and for information about the later history of 
the History in sheets; Mrs. E. Elvey, honorary Librarian, for drawing attention 
to the Society's Lipscomb's MSS; Miss D. M. Barratt of the Bodleian 
Library, for suggesting the Phillipps correspondence as a possible source of 
information; Miss M. Courtman of the University of London Library, for 
a careful examination of the British Museum copies of the History, etc.; and M r. 
E. J. Davis, County Archivist, for drawing attention to the County Record 
Office's Lipscomb material. 
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