
JOHN SHORNE'S WELL AT NORTH MARSTON 
E. CLIVE ROUSE 

AFTER protracted negotiations between the Society, the Bucks County Council, the North Marston Parish Council and other bodies, the long-hoped-for step of repairing and improving the condition of John Shorne's "Holy Well" at North Marston was accomplished during the summer of 1970. Each authority concerned made a contribution towards the cost; and £25 was received from the Dean and Canons of Windsor. A stone-faced wall, some 6 ft. or 7 ft. square in plan and some 2 ft. 6 ins. high was built to surround the original basin. This is partly covered by stout boarding, with a hinged trap-door in the centre which can be opened to reveal the water beneath. The basin itself was cleaned out, and the remains of the stone steps and shelf preserved. It is hoped at some time to secure and erect a suitable old-fashioned pump. The occasion was marked by a special service of Matins in North Marston Church, arranged by the Vicar, the Rev. W. Watt, representatives of the various bodies concerned being present, on All Saints Day, November 1st, 1970. The order of service is printed below. After the Service members of the Congregation visited the Well, where prayers were said, and the waters were tasted, without ill-effects despite an official warning by the Water Authority that they could not guarantee that the water was fit for human consumption! 
NORTH MARSTON PARISH CHURCH 

A SERVICE TO COMMEMORATE JOHN SCHORNE AND ALL THE SAINTS, AND TO GIVE THANKS FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE SCHORNE WELL 
ALL SAINTS' DAY SUNDAY, 1st NOVEMBER 1970 

Hymn 436 Hark the Sound Venite Psalm 84 1st Lesson. Numbers 20 verses 1-11 Read by Mr. Elliott Viney Hon. Secretary The Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society Te Deum 2nd Lesson. St. John 4 verses 1-14 Read by Mr. Ewart Dancer Member of The Parish Council, and a Churchwarden Jubilate 
431 







the body of a humble country Rector who had not even been Canonised, and it is further proof of John Shome's reputation and cult, and the esteem in which be was held even 170 or more years after his death. Another account states that "The Vicarage was very considerable on acount of the offerings at the tomb of John Sborne, formerly Rector of North Marston, to the value of £300 per anum". From now on we are on firmer ground, for the body was removed to Windsor where it was sumptuously housed, the Chapel accounts actually recordjng work, materials and costs in connexion with the Shorne Chapel, Chantry or Tower. Like the following: "For making and carving thirty feet of crests, thirty feet of trayles, eight lintels for the enterclose of the Chapel of Master John Schorne". And again in 1506, in connexion with the roofing, there is a convenant "TI1at the creastes, corses, beastes above the outsides of Maister Job.an Shorn s Chappell, bee done and wrought according to the other creastes and comprised within the said bargayne". I like to think that the present sumptuous Chancel at Marston was built by Windsor (certainly the mason's marks correspond with those at Hillesden where craftsmen from Eton and Windsor have been identified) as a sop to the village for Lhe loss of their Saint. Possibly a small relic was returned and housed in a tabernacle or shrine that could be watched from the upper chamber of the Vestry and Sacristy, where there is a squint or small observation window. · That the Pilgrimage both to here and to Windsor was considerable is evidenced by a number of references to it. Latimer spoke in a sermon of "running hither and thither to Mr. John Shorn or to Our Lady of Walsingham". In Michael Wodd's Dialogue we read "If we were sycke of the pestylense we ran to Saint Roche; or if of the ague to Saint Pernel or Master John Shorne". As late as 1519 Joane Ingram in her Will left "To Master John Shame's light, a pound of wax". This light probably burned before the image of the Saint at North Marston shortly to be noticed. At the Reformation of course all this ceased, and everything connected with Shorne and his chapel, shrine or chantry was destroyed. There was formerly a representation of him in stained glass at North Marston. But more famous was an effigy, apparently of wood. The notorious Dr. London, one of the iconoclastic Commissioners in the 16th century, refers to it in a letter to Lord Cromwell. "At Marston Mr. John Schorn standith blessing a bote whereunto they do say he conveyed the Devil. He is much sawgt for the agow." This object must have been something special, for it was conveyed to London (presumably for ceremonial destruction)-"thys wek folowing T will send nppe Mr. John Schorn, and so as many as I fynde." A number of the pilgrims' badges or signs, of lead, associated with Shorne survive and may be seen in the London, Guildhall and British Museums. They were probably on sale to swell the funds in much the same way as you now buy souvenirs at Lourdes, Rocamadour or other continental pilgrimage shrines. One final item must be mentioned. Some years ago (1949) a MS Book of Hours of John Schorn came up for sale in the Berkeley collection. It was bought by the Friends of St. George's, Windsor, and presented to the Chapel, where it has been placed in a case outside the Lincoln Chapel which used to house John Schorne's Chantry and Shrine. Inset into the binding is one of his Pilgrim Badges. Mr. Maurice Bond wrote a scholarly account of the book, from which I may quote. He dates it as having been written and illuminated about 1430-50. The hymn of Master John Schorn is in the form known as a prosa or a sequence intended to be sung between the Epistle and Gospel at mass. (More famous sequences still in use are the Veni Sancte Spiritus, Stabat Mater, and Dies /rae.) Or, 
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with the response and collect which follow the hymn, it could form a useful devotion to be said by the faithful on their sick bed or on pilgrimage. Its text is as follows (I give a translation for the original is, of course, in Latin). 
Hail, gem of pastors, 0 John, flower of teachers, rector of Marston 
Hail, light of preachers, vessel of virtues, way of manners leading to heaven 
Hail, father of clerks example of priests in chastity of body 
Hail, companion of angels, who dost enjoy the heavens, and conqueror of demons 
Hail, help of the sick, medicine of those harassed by the pain of fevers 
Hail, light of the eyes, liberator of the weak from the toothache 
Hail, since the ox restored to life gives witness of your miracles 
Hail, thou who art the rescuer of all the drowned by thy prayers 
Hail, heavenly consoler of wretched boys who are in sadness 
Hail, leader of pilgrims, lead thou wayfarers to the joys above. 
Pray for us, John, priest of Christ That the grace of Christ may defend us from all fevers. 
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A. W. Everett 
PLATE XJia. Alphington, Devon. John Schorne 

PLATE Xllb. North Marston. John Schornes Well. Reno1•ations in 1970. 

Bucks. Advertiser 
PLATE Xllc. The President of the Society takes the waters. 



PLATE Xllla. Leaving North Marston Church, 1 November /970. 

PLATE XTTib. Canon R. H. Hawkins (representing the Dean and Canon of Windsor), Miss C. Baker, Han. Archivist of the Soriety, Mr. E. Clive Rouse, President and Rev. W. McM. Watt, Vicar of North Marston. 



PLATE XIV a. North Marston. The Well in 1920 with pump. 

PLATE XIVb. North Marston. The WeT! restored in 1970. 






