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THREE documents that the author has acquired recently may be of general interest in showing local experience of the parliamentary financial arrangements for the Civil War. They concern the affairs of "Christopher Egleton of Ellesborow, Gent.", viz: I a receipt for a £40 loan, with endorsements showing its repayment-1642 to 1646, II a receipt for silver plate to the value of £14.15.8, with a note of a claim for its repayment-1642 to 1653, III a detailed statement of payment due for personal service in the parlia-mentary forces during the Civil War-1650. 
I. In the troublous times leading up to the outbreak of the Civil War much concern was felt about the Catholic rising in Ireland in October, 1641. Without describing in detail the events that can be found in the history books, we may note Clarendon's statement1 : parliament "fell to raising of money under pretence of the relief of Ireland, and, for that purpose, prepar'd an Act for the payment of £400,000 to such persons as were nominated by themselves, and to be disbursed and issued in such manner, and to such uses, as the two Houses should direct ... his Majesty was necessitated to pass the Act with such general clauses, that it might be in their power to divert the money to other uses than those to which it was given . . . '' The receipt, endorsed "copia" and dated 22nd April, 1642, is signed by Tho. Saunders and Tho. Westall, "Commissioners of our soueraigne lord the Kinge in the said county [Bucks] appointed by an act made this present parliament for ye speedy contribution & loane for the affaires of Ireland". Christ· opher Egleton had loaned £40 gratis, to be repaid to him or his assignees according to the order of parliament "made the ninth day of this instant Aprill out of the subsidey of foure hundred thousand pounds granted" by the act. There are two endorsements on the back of the receipt. The first records the repayment of £20 on 23rd July, 1642; the second reads: "The 8th day of feb: 1646. Rec. then of Mr Will: denton high collector the sum' of twenty pounds in full of forty pounds lent by me gratis towards the affairs of Ireland et. per Chr : Egleton". It seems surprising that half of the money should have been paid back in so short a time as three months. Egleton had to wait four years for the remainder; even so, it is again surprising that he should recover it while the Civil War was still in progress and Cavaliers and Roundheads were "living off the country". 
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of the 21 conuntsstoners working with George Fleetwood and Packer, the deputies of Major-General Fleetwood. who was one of the eleven majorgenerals appointed by Cromwell in 1655/6 to act with the militia in suppressing "plots and imagined plots and insurrections".0 Egleton would, of course, have been well known to John Hampden because they were both appreciable landowners in the same part of the country. However Hampden died before the debts to Egleton became payable. 
1 Edward Earl of Clarendon, The History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England, O.U.P. (quoted from 1712 edn., I, 435). 9 H. G. Tibbutt (editor), The Letter Books 1644-45 of Sir Samuel Luke, H.M.S.O., 1963. 3 V.C.H., Buckinghamshire, IV, 538, quoting Lords' Joum. ' ibid., II, 335. s George Lipscomb, History and Antl'quities of the County of Buckingham. John Bowyer Nichols & Son, 1831,11,70. a V.C.H., Buckinghamshire, IV, 544. 
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