
around the sides, and dairy and domestic farmhouse equipment in the centre. This was most successful, as at times there were over 100 people in the marquee, and it is estimated that at least 2,000 people passed through between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. when it was open. The exhibitions in the Museum comprised three borrowed from the Victoria and Albert Museum, the annual exhibition of the Aylesbury Art Society, and an exhibition of paintings by the Bucks Federation of Women's Institutes. In addition to the usual visits to archreological sites, the Museum carried out a third season of excavation, with the aid of a grant from the Ministry of Public Building and Works, on the site of the deserted medieval village of Caldecote, Aylesbury, from 18th July to 12th August. It is hoped that a report on the excavations will be published in 1968. Amongst the accessions must be mentioned some early 18th century wall paintings from a house at Beaconsfield, which were removed on their walls with great difficulty by members of the Beaconsfield and District Historical Society, with the assistance of staff from Hall Barn Estates, Ltd. The problems can be appreciated by the fact that one of the walls is estimated to weigh It tons. Also an important group of agricultural tools and implements was given by J. R. Faulkner and Son from a farm at Ludgershall. In planning the new geological display it was found that there was an absence of rock specimens and also those illustrating economic geology. Rock samples have, therefore, been collected from a number of sites, and samples illustrating cement and brick manufacture obtained from undertakings in the county. In September Miss J. E. McLachlan took up the post of Technical Assistant, which will enable archreological and other material to be treated on the premises, and eventually a photographic department is to be established. The number of visitors was 22,374, compared with 21,758 in 1965. C.N.G. 

THE SOCIETY IN 1966 
THE Society suffered heavily by the deaths of four of its vice-presidents; obituary notices appear below. Membership, which dropped slightly was 660 at the end of the year. At the Annual General Meeting held on 30th April, there were no changes among the officers. The new subscription rates and consequential alterations in the rules were agreed to by the meeting. Council, under the chairmanship of Mr. Pullen, met five times during the year. There were five outings in 1966: April 30. Hartwell House and Long Crendon Manor. June 4. Britwell House, Ewelme Church and Dorchester Abbey, Oxon. July 2. Delaprc Abbey, Brixworth Church and Deene Park, Northants. Sept. 17. Mr. Baines led a group of Members round the boundaries of Linslade Parish. This outing, which was of exceptional interest, was also appropriate in that Linslade in 1965 passed from Bucks to Bedfordshire exactly 999 years after the boundaries were set out in the original charter. Oct. 1. Great Chalfield Manor, the churches and town of Bradford-on-Avon and Lacock Abbey, Wiltshire. 
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We were much indebted to Mrs. Stanley Barry (Long Crendon), Mr. David and Lady Pamela Hicks (Britwell) and Mr, Edmund Brudenell (Deene) for inviting Members to their homes, and for the special arrangements made for our reception by the Northants Records Office at Delapre, the House of Citizenship at Hartwell and Mrs. A. D. Burnett-Brown, the National Trust's tenant, at Lacock. Mrs. J. B. Cowdy was nominated as the Society's representative on the newlyformed Countryside Sub-Committee of the County Council. The Archaeological Division of the Ordnance Survey are about to start recording the antiquities in the County. E.V. 

OBITUARY 
CANON RONALD FRANK BALE, F .S.A. RONALD BALE died in January 1967 in his 78th year. He was educated at Merchant Taylor's School and Queens' College, Cambridge, and, after attending Ridley Hall, was ordained in 1912. A brief curacy in Yorkshire followed but in 1915 he came to the Oxford diocese which he never subsequently left. He was curate at Aston Clinton, Hanslope and Newport Pagnell, Rector of Adstock (1923-6), Vicar of Brill (1926-9) and Vicar of Buckingham (1929-42), where he was also Rural Dean. In 1942, at the special request of the Bishop of Oxford, he took over as Rector of Witney. There he remained till his retirement in 1959. When he arrived the church had been bombed and damaged by a crashed aircraft and church life was at a low ebb, but his inspiring leadership soon changed all, and the damage was slowly restored under his knowledgeable care. His antiquarian learnings made him an ideal honorary secretary of the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches, a post he held with great distinction for twenty-seven years. In 1923 he edited the Marriage Registers of Newport Pagnell. He was elected an F.S.A. in 1937 and was appointed an Honorary Canon of Christ Church in 1940. Long a member of this Society, he was elected a Vice-President in 1947, the Society's centenary year. He became Chairman of the Council in 1936 and served for twentyone years. He was an admirable chairman -clear-sighted, finn, courteous and witty, and these qualities were tested to the full in the difficult years leading up to the agreement to lease the Museum to the County Council in 1957. Feelings ran high at the time and it was Bale's wisdom and patience when presiding at some stormy meetings that contributed as much as anything to the eventual-and satisfactorysolution to the Society's difficulties. He will surely be remembered as a scholar-pastor of a type which is regrettably declining in the Church of England. E.V. 

COLONEL F. W. WATSON, C.B., M.C., T.D. FRANK WILLIAM WATSON, the son of Charles Watson of Leek, Staffordshire, was born in 1893 and died 1966. He was educated at Rugby and King's College, Cambridge where he read law and was a fine games player, gaining a half-blue for lawn tennis. During the 1914--18 war he served with the Royal Field Artillery and was awarded the Military Cross and bar. Mter the war he lived at Dinton and undertook many public duties amongst which the Territorial Army took a prominent place; he rose 
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