
and massive scagliola piers supporting the dome. As it is, stonework, plaster and perfectly good oak have all been indiscriminately painted out in an effort to "modern­ise and brighten" the building, with shattering effect. 
BUCKS. HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST. The County Trust has recently published a report on its first three years' work. In addition to those churches mentioned as receiving aid in Records, XVI, part 4, 219, grants have subsequently been made to Adstock, Bierton, Bledlow, Buckland, Burnham, Chilton, Denham, Fenny Stratford, Monks Risborough, Oakley, Pitstone, Sherington, Stowe and Turville parish churches and the Roman Catholic church at Marlow. 
A LEAD TOKEN FROM BLEDLOW. Mrs. Alison Young contributes the following note: A lead rondel, 1 in. in diameter, was found by Mrs. Wilks while digging her garden in Bledlow. The house is in West Lane, which leads from the Lower to the Upper Icknield Way. Mr. Derek Allen, F.S.A., who kindly examined it, says that the closest com­parison is to be found among hop tokens, mainly Kentish, and medieval in date. There was a hop garden in Bledlow within half a mile of West Lane. 

REVIEWS 
The Romance of a Chi/tern Village, by the Rev. A. H. Plaisted, Vicar of Medmenham. (The Village Book Shop, Medmenham, 1958). This is the latest of the Rev. A. H. Plaisted's books on the pleasant Thames-side village of Medmenham. His earlier volumes, The Manor and Parish Records of Medmenham and The Parsons and Parish Registers of Medmenham, are exhaustive so far as the subjects with which they treat are concerned. The present volume, however, deals with the general history of the parish: its church, principal houses, ancient families, farms, highways and traditions; in fact, with every aspect of village life throughout the centuries. The book is well produced and illustrated and, supplementing as it does the author's earlier volumes, it can confidently be recommended to all who are interested in Buckinghamshire local history. A.V.W. 
Collins' Guide to English Parish Churches. Edited by John Betjeman (Collins, 1958, 30s.). This long-awaited book deserves a warm and appreciative welcome. There are 16,000 parish churches in England and the Isle of Man; no one is ever likely to visit them all, but many travellers in a strange district must have wished for some selective list showing the more interesting, either in an resthetic, architectural or historical sense. Forty-four contributors cover the country by counties; each section has an introduction followed by a selective list of churches with brief notes on the outstanding points of interest. The Editor has himself written the London section and has had a hand in six of the counties; he has also contributed a long and fascinating introduc­tion, part architectural development, part liturgical history, which will probably cause amused agreement or shocked disapproval, but his wit, erudition and love for the English Parish Church can never be in doubt. Mr. Rouse has contributed the section on Bucks. and few will probably quarrel with his selection. He has distilled admirably the atmosphere of some of the more remote churches such as Boveney, Dunton, Hitcham, Tattenhoe and Stowe. In another 
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edition Colonel Bernard (of Nether Winchendon) should be correctly spelt and the reference to Aylesbury churchyard amended. The whole book would gain from simple county maps showing the position of the selected churches. E.V. 
The Church and Village of Fulmer (R. E. A. Lloyd, 1959). Gerrards Cross and its Parish Church, by E. C. Rouse and Rev. J. Gordon Harrison (1959). Both these short histories deal not only with the parish church but also the villages concerned. Both too celebrate particular occasions-the centenary of the parish in the case of Gerrards Cross (formerly part of Chalfont St. Peter) and the 350th anni­versary of the building of the present church in 1610 in the case of Fulmer. Although only a few miles apart, the two parishes have little in common; the Gerrards Cross booklet describes in some detail not only Sir William Tite's Italianate Church but the parochial history of a rapidly expanding parish. Fulmer is by contrast an ancient foundation and there is more early history of the village and a more detailed description of the church itself. The Fulmer book is particularly well produced, but both are good examples of the contemporary type of church guide with greater stress on social history and perhaps less antiquarian detail than in the past. E.V. 

THE SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING The 1959 meeting was held at the Museum on 4th July. In the afternoon members were shown Nether Winchendon House by Mr. J. G. Spencer Bernard who has carried out extensive repairs and renovation since he inherited the house a few years ago. These are fully dealt with in three articles in Country Life (Vol. CXXVII, Nos. 3295-7, 28th April, 5th and 12th May, 1960). 
OUTINGS In addition to the visit to Nether Winchendon, two other outings were made in 1959. On 14th July a privilege visit was paid to Waddesdon Manor, opened to the public in the previous week. A record attendance of nearly 150--over a quarter of the membership--testified to the interest shown in the superb contents of the mansion. Parties were conducted round by Mr. Philip James (the Curator) and his staff. On 25th July a full day's expedition was made to Avebury, Wiltshire. Some 60 members came by coach and private car. The Monument was viewed in the morning, when Mr. Head gave a brief introductory talk; after a picnic lunch the Museum, the church and Avebury Manor, the home of Sir Francis Knowles, were visited. This was a full and successful day. In 1958 Broughton Castle was seen by a small party of members on 13th September, when members were taken round by Lord Saye and Sele. All these visits were blessed with perfect weather which greatly added to their enjoyment. 
LECTURES Mr. Hume and Mr. Clarke arranged full programmes of lectures during the winters of 1958-9 and 1959-60, most of which were well attended. The Natural History Section has continued to draw a large attendance at its numerous outings and talks. Mrs. Grimmitt remains Hon. Secretary of the section, which is now an important and increasing activity of the Society. 
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