
A NOTE ON SIR WALTER DE HANLE 
A. VERE WOODMAN 

THE tentative identification by the late Mr, F. G. Guriiey of a Buckinghamshire 
knight of the thirteenth century named Sir Walter de Hanle as the author of Le 
Dite de Hosebondrie1 makes all that can be learnt concerning his life and circum-
stances worthy of notice. Since his article appeared in the Records for 1945, a good 
deal of additional information has become available; in particular, the recently-
published Part II of the Missenden cartulary" has afforded conclusive evidence that 
Walter de Hanle dwelt for most of his life at Great Kimble, where he was obviously 
a person of some consequence. 

He is first met with in a charter dated 1220 when he attested the grant by John, 
son of Hugh dc Kimble, of the mill at Kimble to Gilbert Martel.a In 1227 Richard 
de Parco and Walter de Hanie occur as pledges for Alice de Jarpenville, wbo had 
appealed Peter de Ilmere for fraudulently making deductions from the account to 
be rendered by him to her.1 In 1230 as Sir (dominus) Walter de Hanle he witnessed 
a demise of lands in Kimble for six years from the feast of St. Martin after the 
return of the King from Brittany.5 

Thereafter he attested many Kimble charters, by far his most frequent associate 
being his neighbour, Robert fitzNigcl. with whom he must have been well 
acquainted. 

Although it is likely that his age precluded his taking any very active part in 
the war. it is clear that he adhered to the party of Simon de Montfort. In ! 265 an 
inquisition found that ten shillings of the land of Walter de Hanley in Great 
Kimble, "who was against the King", had been seized by A, de Mohaut," He 
occurs again in 1267, when Walter de Hameleye, a bachelor of Gilbert de Clare, 
Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, was pardoned the King's indignation by occasion 
of things done by him on the Earl's retirement from Wales to London*: a delicate 
allusion to the Earl's march on the capital! 

No doubt he recovered his lands, for he returned to Kimble and is found 
attesting ICingshill charters c. 1270." There is a final reference to him in 1275, when 
he and others were arraigned by John de Bosco touching common of pasture in 
Little Kimble.1 

The little that is known about his lands is derived from the charter by which 
Thomas, son of Ralf dc Deyvile, granted to Robert de la Mersch and Isabel his 
wife all his lands in la Mersh in Great Kimble, excepting "the lands and tene-
ments which I have in Great Kimble of the fee of Weslhalle which sometime were 
of Sir Walter de Haunlee'V This deed can be dated fairly closely, for Sir William 
de Luton, one of the witnesses, died in 1295." 

Walter de Hanle had sons named Nicholas and Martin. 
About the middle of the century a rent of nineteen pence payable by Nicholas 

de Hanlc was granted by John, son of Hugh de Kimble (otherwise known as 
John de la Westhalle), to Missenden.1'" Nicholas, who gave to the abbey his part 
of the garden that Walter, his father, had of the gift of John de la Westalle." 
witnessed a number of Kimble charters with Robert fitzNigel. 
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He is also mentioned in the Close Rolls for 1255 (p. 171) when the sheriff of 
Essex and Herts was ordered to distrain Nicholas, son of Walter de Hamleg*. for his 
debt of £4 to Abraham the Jew of Berkhamsted and to pay the same to Richard, 
Earl of Cornwall, to whom the goods of the said Abraham had been granted. 

To Martin, son of Sir Walter de Hanleie, John, son of Hugh de Kimble, gave 
twelve selions in the croft before his gateway." Nicholas quitclaimed his right in 
eight of these selions1* which were given by Martin to Missenden.1" 

There are no further references to either Nicholas or Martin and it is possible 
that, like Robert fitzNigel who was killed at Evesham," they perished in the wars. 

The fate of Sir Walter himself is unknown, but according to a manuscript in 
the Cambridge University Library he ended (vis life as a friar-preacher18 and it may 
well be that, as an old man who had outlived both sons and friends and was weary 
of a time that he describes as ''wysclious e catillous", he became a religious. 

Such evidence as can be adduced from the treatise itself is not incompatible 
with its having been written by him. Addressing his son, he speaks of himself as 
having "fallen into old age". The cartulary shows that he had at least two sons 
and it is evident that by the middle of the thirteenth century—the date to which Dr. 
Fowler ascribes the work—he was no longer a young man. Nor need the fact 
that he refers to a time when he had been a bailiff necessarily imply that he was 
of villein blood, for he advises his son not to choose a bailiff or servant for kindred 
or liking but because they are true and prudent and know about cattle and tillage. 

Dr. Cunningham observes that the treatise was known at Canterbury at an 
early date and that no fewer than four of the manuscripts now extant were written 
there. It is worth noting that Christ Church held Monks Risborough, a manor 
adjoining Great Kimble, and that at Halton, yet another of the priory's manors, 
Walter de Hannleg' held lands of the grant of Richard de la Tur." 

Il may, too, be significant that the family of the Robert fitzNigel, who was so 
constantly associated with Walter de Hanle and bis son Nicholas, were benefactors 
to Luffield priory3" and that the thirteenth-century text, edited by Miss Lamond, 
obviously emanated from that house, the manuscript containing memoranda relat-
ing to its lands. 

However, the weightiest evidence is perhaps the fact that no other knight of 
the name is known to have lived at the time required; and it is therefore submitted 
that, in default of any other claimant, this Buckinghamshire man may reasonably 
be considered, as Mr. Gurney suggested, the author of the earliest English work on 
agriculture. 

NOTES 

' Walter of Henley's Husbandry, edited by Elizabeth Lamond with an introduction by W. 
Cunningham, D.D., i 990, The manuscript (Camb. Univ. Lib,, Ee.1,1, fo 251) is intituled "Ce 
est le dite de liosebondrie ke tin sage homme fist jadis ke avoyt a non syre Walter de Henle" 
and this version of the name is also found in the Missenden cartulary—Nos. 455 and 527. In 
the great majority of cases, however, it appears as Hanle or Hanlee. 

1 The Cartulary of Missenden Abbey (Har). MS. 3688), Part II, edited by ,r. G. Jenkins, 
Bucks. Record Society, Vol. 10. 

5 Ibid., 452. 
"Eyre Roll for 1227, edited by J. G. Jenkins, Bucks, Record Society, Vol. 6. 
3 Missenden Cartulary, Part II, 482. 
"Cal. of Inquisitions Misc. I, d. 194, 
' Cal. of Patent Rolls, 1262-1272. 
" Missenden Cartulary, Part I, 110 and 116 Bucks. Record Society, Vol. 2. 
"Patent Rolls 3 Edward I (Deputy Keeper's Report, 1883). 

" This deed and its counterpart, which were among the Hartwcll muniments sold t>y 
Solhebys in 1939, have lately been acquired by our Society. 

2 1 7 




