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This event went very well albeit despite it being quite exhausting to do. We opened 
up around 0945 hours and began to pack up at 1530 hours. Unexpectedly we started 
off at a run and at times we were swamped with people. The provisional BAS 
application leaflet and the museum promotional leaflet were distributed to interested 
parties.   

The more interesting responses were: `I have lived in Aylesbury for ten years 
and never knew it had a museum.’`  I didn’t know you existed.’`  What do you do?’ 

Despite being there for almost six hours I feel we have only scratched the 
surface of public awareness.It is apparent that as a voluntary body within the district 
we are not as widely recognised as we would like to think. Strangely, neither is the 
museum. We need to be more attention-seeking: Do we have relationships with the 
local press? 

The morning session was very much taken up by older people making 
enquiries. A few of these were members, but a significant proportion were interested 
people, a proportion of which were disabled looking for an outlet in which to express 
themselves. A number of suggestions as to historical research were provided which 
some of these individuals might follow through. 

There are a number of potential out-reach functions we could develop to 
support people outside the society. I have toyed with the idea of an Associate 
Membership but this conflicts with Full Membership and may well undermine it. I 
have spoken with a number of volunteer groups – writers’ circles, Women’s 
Institutes, local sports groups etc. about membership and all see it is a complex 
issue. Perhaps the special sections like Active Archaeology or Historic Buildings 
might be the route. Such people can join them in some capacity but not be Full 
Members of the Society. 

There was a pause around 1300 hours which Kim’s version of the Muddled 
Museum rapidly overcame. By this time the type of visitor had changed subtly to 
families with young children which might prove to be a specific target audience we 
can address in future. 

The principle focus of the display material was Active Archaeology and this 
worked. As I drew this material together I became very aware that my own material 
was North Bucks centric so I was relieved when Kate brought along some of her 
notes on Hogshaw.  

This does raise the question that we don’t seem to maintain a constant record 
of interpretation on sites which is easily accessible to the general public. Sure, 
interpretations change over time but that is part of the fun of it all and waiting for final 
reports to be written means we lose out on public enthusiasm. We are missing the 
opportunity of maintaining a conversation with our target audiences. 



We have the google blogs as far as they go but how far can we take our 
website? I have little knowledge as to how these things work but we need to use 
them to promote our activity as well. 

We had a good display of literature but a fairly weak response to it. To be 
honest this was a bit of a nightmare as we had valuable stock and a float in a very 
public space. We did sell a couple of HS2 Stoke Mandeville pamphlets and with 
deep joy a Mead on Aylesbury.  

The biggest pain was the gusty, westerly wind that necessitated the rapid 
acquisition of pebbles to weigh down the display material.  Pure logistics meant that I 
did not use the recently acquired gazebo. I did however purchase two paste tables 
and two garden chairs for a measly sum from Homebase which I am happy to 
donate to the Society. We borrowed another table and two chairs from the museum 
whose support was appreciated. 

My thanks to Bron, Kate Davis, Terry Bloxham and Kim Biddulph for manning 
the stall. With more time and resource we could have made a better fist of it, but the 
fist we made was sufficient for now. We need to find ways to engage with the 
general public more often.   

Nigel Wilson 


