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The small excavation carried out in 2014 by members of the Maids Moreton 
community group yielded some exciting results. The site is located 1 mile outside 
Buckingham on private land owned by the Meadowbank Guest House. The mound 
and accompanying ditch was originally thought to have been a windmill site;  
however, there was no indication of this feature on any of the early maps or in any 
documentary evidence.  

Over a two week period in summer 2014, a small-scale excavation under the 
voluntary guidance of experienced archaeologists from the National Trust and 
English Heritage was carried out, which resulted in some rather interesting features 
being uncovered and copious amounts of pottery retrieved. 

The pottery analysis confirmed that the site was much older than expected, 
dating from the 11thand 12th centuries, and no evidence was found of a windmill site 
on this mound. However, it was not clear what purpose the mound and ditch actually 
served which raised some tantalizing theories, given the site’s location so close to 
Buckingham, an important strategic town during those two centuries  

It was decided that further investigation was required into this potentially 
important and hitherto unknown archaeological feature. A geophysical survey has 
been undertaken which confirms the necessity for further investigation.   

For the summer of 2015 it is planned that one major trench and several test 
pits will be excavated to maximise the potential of historical retrievable information.  
In order to facilitate this, the group have been awarded a grant by the Mick Aston 
Fund to cover the expense of purchasing necessary equipment and site facilities, as 



well as a grant from CBA and Waitrose Community Fund, that will enable a much 
more active participation by archaeological groups (including young archaeologists).   

With the assistance of a drone, kindly supplied by Overdrones, we will be able 
to get a good aerial overview before, during, and after the excavation. The time scale 
is 10th-23rd August and already we have had a good response from volunteers and 
professionals, including members of AAG who are as keen as the group is to know 
what lies beneath the soil of Maids Moreton mound. 

An exhibition of last year’s work and this year’s proposed dig, is currently 
showing at the Old Gaol museum in Buckingham and will be our contribution to the 
Festival of Archaeology. Our project could only have been feasible thanks to the 
funding we have obtained and we hope to report back later with some interesting 
results. 
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