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The main event for us in 2014 was the retirement of Hon. Archivist, Honor 
Lewington, who is sorely missed.  We still have our regular Wednesday 
volunteers, Roelie Reed, Jeremy Howarth and Adrian Harford.  Roelie has 
embarked on the massive task of preparing lists for our pamphlet boxes; 
Jeremy is going through our extensive collection of historic prints in 
preparation for an exhibition at the County Museum in 2016 and Adrian has 
been of immense help, especially in dealing with orders for our surplus 
Records of Bucks.  We also have a new volunteer, Sheryl Mardlin, a former 
librarian, who is checking our library stock against the MODES catalogue.   
 
This year has seen a huge amount of work by Dr Garry Marshall.  He has 
compiled detailed catalogues of four collections; the Hohler bequest; building 
histories and other papers of the late H.O.Allen relating to Stoke Hammond; 
the late Dr. Catch’s papers relating to the polymath, E.J. Payne and his 
talented children, the archaeologist Humfry Payne, astronomer Celia Payne-
Gaposhkin and the illustrator Leonora Ison; and the Funnell collection of 
photographs and postcards of Princes Risborough and its environs.  Amongst 
these was a postcard addressed to the wife of the important artist, William 
Callow, who lived at Potter Row.  This has now been deposited with the 
County Museum which has a large collection of paintings by Callow and his 
wife Harriet.  Garry has now embarked on a new challenge – sorting out and 
cataloguing the Society’s own archive.   
 
I am very grateful to all our volunteers and particularly to our Membership 
Secretary, Bronwen Lee, who mans the library with me every Wednesday to 
ensure that there is always someone in attendance.  More of this later! 
 
Many people and organisations responded to the offer of free surplus Records 
of Bucks.  We have dispatched so many that our supply of cardboard boxes is 
exhausted.  However over 1,600 volumes remain and regretfully will now go 
to a charity shop where some may be sold but the majority will be pulped.  
Disposal of these volumes at least means that we will not have to buy more 
racking.  The space thus freed-up in the Muniment Room will however soon 
be taken up following our planned stock-take and rearrangement of both the 
archives and library.  Mike Palmer of the County Museum is advising us how 
to improve the storage conditions in the Muniment Room and volunteers from 
the Buckingham branch of NADFAS will be coming in to clean and repair our 
books.   
 
We have had fewer researchers in the library this year.  Only 41 names 
appear in our visitors’ book, several of those making repeat visits.  There is 
obviously an increasing trend towards online research and many of our 
enquiries come via email.  We recognise the need to publicise our holdings 



online.  The library page on the Society’s website will shortly be revamped 
with the addition of the new archive catalogues and a list of our extensive 
journal collection.  I will also be looking at the possibility of putting our library 
catalogue, currently held on the (rather user-unfriendly) MODES system, 
online with the help of Andrew Muir and Peter Marsden. 
 
In my report last year I looked forward to launching our own IT system, 
independent of Bucks County Council.  However with the Museum remaining 
on the Council’s network for the time being we decided that we must do 
likewise, since we rely on the use of the Museum’s large photocopier/printer 
which is part of that network.  The restrictions inherent in the system can 
sometimes be frustrating! 
 
Much of my time in the library is taken up with administrative work, answering 
and sending emails and letters and dealing with book orders.  We had book 
stalls at the Bucks Family History Fair, the BLHN and the Old Stoke 
Mandeville HS2 Open Day.  Apart from selling our publications these are 
good opportunities to publicise the Society.  I use email and Twitter to 
promote our events. 
 
On the subject of Wednesdays, I have to report a change in the opening 
arrangements of the library.  Last year we introduced an appointment-only 
system for researchers with the library only being open on a Wednesday.  
This was meant to enable us to prepare research material in advance as well 
as try to ensure a quiet environment (bearing in mind the library is also an 
office and meeting place on a Wednesday).  However old habits die hard and 
my best intentions have, on occasion, been thwarted by researchers who turn 
up unannounced and who, I confess, I don’t have the heart to turn away.  To 
enable us to run the library more efficiently we now have an appointment only 
system but not limited to a Wednesday.  Hopefully this will be helpful to 
readers unable to attend mid-week.  This means that the library will no longer 
routinely be open on a Wednesday.  All readers, whether members or not, will 
need to make an appointment, preferably at least 10 days in advance. 
 
Finally there follows a list of the 2014 additions to the library and archive.  
Most of them are donations but I do purchase books which are particularly 
relevant to the County’s history and archaeology.  Some new books are sent 
to us for review in Records of Bucks. 
 
1.  Books 
ASTON, M. & ROWLEY, T. Landscape Archaeology. 1974. 
BELL, Y. The Edwardian Home. 2005. 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE BIRD CLUB. Buckinghamshire Bird Report 2011. 2013. 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE BIRD CLUB. Buckinghamshire Bird Report 2012. 2013. 
CHIBNALL, A.C. Beyond Sherington. 1979. 
COPPOCK, J.T. British Landscape through the Ages: The Chilterns. 1962. 
DITCHFIELD, P.H. The Manor Houses of England. 1994. 
DYER, A. Decline and Growth in English Towns 1400-1640. 1995. 
LEGGETT, M.J. Astronomers of Bucks. 2013. 
LEGGETT, M.J. An Historical Atlas of Bucks Astronomy. 2013. 



MEAD, W.R. Pehr Kalm – his London Diary 1748. 2013. 
NORTH MARSTON HISTORY CLUB. The North Marston Story. 2014. 
POOLE, A.& R. The Book of Buckland. 2006. 
RODEN, D. Woodland and its management in the Mediaeval Chilterns. 1968. 
RODEN, D. Inheritance, Custom and Succession in the Chilterns early C14. 
1967. 
RODEN, D. Fragmentation of farms and fields C13 and later in the Chilterns. 
n.d. 
RODEN, D. Demesne farming in the Chiltern hills. 1969. 
ROTHSCHILD, Hannah. The Baroness. 2012. 
ROTHSCHILD ARCHIVE TRUST. Review of the year 2012-2013.  
RUDLING, D. (ed.) Ritual Landscape of Roman South-East Britain. 2008. 
SCHREINER, S. & STREET, J. Midsomer Murders on Location. 2010. 
THROSSELL, E. Hartwell, Bucks. Louis XVIII’s Favourite Garden Cottage. 
n.d.. 
YORKE, S. English Canals Explained. 2006. 
 
2.  BAS Buildings Group reports 
MARSDEN, P. & FOX, S. 15 Little Horwood Road, Great Horwood. 2013. 
MARSDEN, P. et al. The White Horse, Hedgerley. 2014. 
MUIR, A. The History of Windmill Farmhouse (Wingrave). 2013. 
RICE, M. & MARSDEN, P. Old Keepers, Hedgerley. 2014. 
 
3.  BAS reports on the impact of HS2 
MARSDEN, P. et al. The Lodge, Doddershall.2014. 
MARSHALL, G., GREEN, D. & MARSDEN, P. Geophysical Survey at Stoke 
Mandeville Deserted Village Site. 2014. 
PEPLER, K. & COOPER, C. Chetwode. 
 
4.  BAS Active Archaeology Group reports 
HEY, P. & WILSON, N. Sharpenhoe Clappers: Iron Age Fort or Rabbit 
Warren? 2014. 
WILSON, N. Westbury Causeway. 2012. 
 
5.  Sale Catalogues 
THIMBLEBY’S. Ilmer Ayrshires (cattle). 1964. 
 
6.  Miscellaneous Archives 
H.O. ALLEN archive of building histories and research material relating to 
Stoke Hammond. 
COX. Photographs of Weston Turville Manor House Architectural Details. 
2014. 
FUNNELL archive of postcards, photographs and cuttings relating to Princes 
Risborough and environs. 
GURNEY and WOODMAN papers. Ink recipe for the Exchequer C16. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. Returns of Endowed Charities, County of Bucks. 
1868. 
E.J PAYNE and his family. A collection of photographs and miscellanea from 
the papers of the late J.R. CATCH. 
LIPSCOMBE. Photocopy letter 1831.  



Photocopy map of LADY MARY WOLLEYS Estate Wendover. 1620. 
 
7.  Additional Items 
Journals and 44 other smaller items were also added to stock.  These 
included transcribed records, maps, articles, reports, booklets, CDs, 
pamphlets, church guides, and newspaper cuttings. 
 
Marian Miller Hon. Librarian 

 
 
 


