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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP15 6LB
Parish: Hughenden
Grid ref. SU 874962

INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared in response to a propokgl Redrow Homesto
demolishUplandsand redevelop the sitdor housing(planning application number
13/06423/FUL)End is a follomup tot h e  w mprelimi@arydreportwritten in June
2013. Itis not a proper buildings appraisal since it is based on documentary research
with only a cursory inspection of the buildings from the outside during a walk around
the gardens and a visit to the lounge and bar of the hotsburces are given ithe
Sources section

Although Uplands has stood for some 150 years in one of the most prominent
locations in the Wycombe area no published history has been found. The primary
purpose of this report isto provide evidencethat Uplandsshould be regardedas a
heritage asset within the National Planning Policy Frameweitk significance for its
historic and architectural interestBut it is also hoped that it will stimulate interest in
the history of the buildings and gardens at Uplands and the peopte halie been
associated with them. This is not the full story and suggestions for some further
research have been included in this report.

Uplands is currently used as a hotel and conference venue by the De Vere Group.
More information and photographs cde found on their website:
http://www.deverevenues.co.uk/locations/uplahdsise.html

The buildings are set iwooded groundsof some 18 acres within the Green Belt and
Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural BeautyFour Ashes Road runs along a ridge,
typical of the Chilternswith Uplands located between the 180m and 185m contours.
The buildingsoverlook the Hughenden Vallegnd are within the setting othe
Nat i onal atd@ of Higghefiden Masgot on the opposite side of the valléhe
site is therefore, in a highly visible and sensitive location.

For nearly 100 years Uplands was a gent |l e mae
by three different families. After 1956 litegan a new existence as a training centre;

new buildings were added but the old house remained substantially unaltered. In the

early 1980s Uplands was given a new lease of life. The service end of the original

house was demolished and the front rangecame the centre of a radical new
development, blending the best of the old with innovative modern design by one of the
countryodos | eading architectur al practices.
with new landscapingomplimenting historic gardendtures and planting. The recent

expansion of the use of the complex to a hotel and conference centre has made

Uplands more accessible to a wider audience, enhancing its value as a community asset.

This report covers the history of Uplands during four peds, 18581900, 19061935,
19351956 and 1956 onwards. It then discusses the contribution made by the
architects of the buildings and concludes with recommendations for further research,
acknowledgementsand finally the sources used by the writer.

Introduction
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

1858 - 1900

In his 186History of Buckinghamshire, Sheahadescribes Uplands thus:

oUpl ands is the property and residence of
Royal Bucks Kingds Own Militia. The house
castélated embellishments, and stands on an eminence surrounded by pleasure
grounds, a |l awn etc. o

According to deeds held at th€entre for Bucks Studies (CB&ewett (then living at
Loudwater) had bought some 135 acres of freehold farm land at Widmer Enuh fro
Frances Fletcher on #3Viarch 1858. This included a niaere arable field called Nine
Acres or Great Haggs (numbered 891 on the Hughenden Tithe map of 1844) which
appears to be the site on which Uplands was built.

The deeds show Captain Hewett acaulating a substantial landholding between 1858
and 1874, variously called Widmer or Widmer End Famwith several tenanted
cottages In 1865 a purchase of 40 acres for the sum of £1,900 included Birchin Grove
Wood with an extra £465 paid for the timber.

The name Uplands was welosen for a house on this hitbp site which would have
commanded splendid views ovidughenden valley to the west and looked down upon
Hughenden Manor, already owned by Benjamin Disraeli, but not yet remodelled by the
architect Edward Buckton Lamb.

Hewett apparently needed to borrow money to finance his later purchases. He
mortgaged Ravenings Mere (now Ravensmere) and Birchin Grove for £1,600 in 1865
and Uplands itself was mortgaged for £1,500 in 1874. This mortgage désg to

the mansion oOrecently erected. ¢

The first map to show Uplands is the first edition Ordnance Survey of 1880:

Map courtesy of the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

1858-1900
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

The 1880 mapshows a substantial country house of symmetripan (perhaps

emulating a 16 century Eplan house) with a stabl@nge on three sides of a yard to

the rear of the house. The drive approachéhe front of the house obliquelyith a

branch goingoff to the stables. The landscape ldaclearly been degned the map

showstwo walled gardens, some outbuildings the southeastside of the houseand

a conservatoryat the southeast(sunny)corner of the house. There alsoappears to

be a sort of wildernessvalk in the woodland to the north of the housend a garden

building near the road on the southern edge of the wood. This woodlands
presumably the remnant of Birchin Grove Woo

The Hewett family

The four tenyearly censuses from 1861 to 1891 show the Hewett fartiting at
Uplands with theirchildren andservants. John Maddy Moorddewett had married
Jemima Fleetwood at Blackburn, Lancashire in 1849. She was the daughter of a banker
then living at Woodfold Park, a large country house at Mellor, near Blackdar©851

the couple were living at Woodfold with the dlaws and their fowmonth old son

Harry Hyde Hewett Whilst Jemima was a Lancashire fass Preston her husband

had been bormat Fort William, Calcuttain 1826where his father, William Wrighte)

Hewett was a surgeon with the East India Compatifze 1851 census shows that John
Maddy Moore Hewett wagshen a Lieutenant and Adjutant of the B2(Wiltshire)
regiment. The 62° had been stationed in India and suffered heavy casualties in the
Battle of Ferozeshah during the First Sikh War of 1845By the end of 1847 the
regiment had returned to EnglandHewett was appointed Adjutarih 1848 andwas

based in Bury at the time of his marriagethe following year A posting to the 626 s

depot in Mullhgar, Irelandf ol | owed si nce t Hary Hydewlewett 6 s bab:
had been born there and their other splVilliam Fleetwood Maddywas also born in
Ireland, a year later. Three daughters follow&dlhrenceborn in 1858 in Wycombe
(presumablyat Loudvater where the Hewetts were livingpefore Uplands was built)

Alice andthen Kathleenboth born later at Hughenden

In late 1854 Hewettwas appointed Captain Adjutant in the Royal Bucks Kings Own
Militia. This appointment would have been madethg Mi | iCoblonel,drsesecond
Lord Carrington. On succeeding the Duke of Buckingham as Lord Lieutenant of the
county in 1839 Lord Carrington moved the staff and headquarters of the Militia from
Buckingham to his home at Wycombe Abbey. The Militia Act&52which provided

for the nationwide voluntary enlistment of 80,000 men was the cue for a grand
recruitment drive. Carringtoras Colonel was no mere figutgeadbut was determined

to make his Militia into a professional fighting force. He lavished mafchis own
money on uniformsequipmentand a military bandand built a new barracks at High
Wycombe Officers were hangicked and not limited to the ranks of the local
osquirearchyo. No doubt Hewettds record of
him wellqualified for the job and, whilst not an established member of the
Buckinghamshire gentry he was wadhnected.

His father William,had been one of the doctors to King William 1V whilst his mother,
SusanMoore, was the daughter of Revd Dr Jolwiaddy, a canon of Ely, Rector of
Somerton and a chaplaito Queen Victoriaand the three monarchs before her!
William and Susan had married in Suffolk in 1824 muodt have returned to Bengal
where their first two children John and Louisavere born. The record of
imprisonment for debt in Calcutta of an insolvent William Wright Hewett iB30
suggests that their time in India was not a happy one. Louisa died aged only nine.

1858-1900
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

By the time Wi lliam was appointed heyurgeon

had clearly returned to England and settled in Brightevhere their secondson Sir

William Nathan Wrighte Hewettwas born hat sameyear. He was to hava glorious

career in the navy, wining the Victoria Cross and becoming aadoeiral in charge of

the Channel Fl eet . Johnds younghasiito br ot he

t he Royal Bucks Kingds Own Mil i t-sheepafs a Li €
the family since papers at th€BS show that he resigned his commission after a

scandalus event at Woolwich barracks.

William Hewett died in his 40s and Susan remarried 833 Her new husband was

the Hon. Henry Edward John Upton, fourth and youngest son of the first Viscount
Templ et on. Her only son Dbbrothérhsuceeedethato r i ag e,
the title as the 4 Viscount Templeton after Susan suffered the indignity of court
proceedings to prove that both her marriage and child were legitimadme of the

Uptons was a general in the army and no doubt these connectiothdHeiwett no
harm in securing hisewpositonwi t h t he Royal Bucks Kingds C

As administrator of the Militia Hewett would have beenrdCar r i ngt-bamds or i g
ma n Olhere are many letters between the two in the Carrington archive at the

Centre for Bucks Studies. The beginnin§ the relationshipwas rather inauspicious

with Carrington censuring Hewett for writing letters not from the Militia HQ at

Wycombe Abbey but from his home at Loudwatebebre the move to Uplands.

There is some evidec e i n the archi v epublwfand lpivatal Car r i
appreciation of Hewettds efficient and pro
October 1865 Hewettwrote to thank Carrington for his gift of two orange trees and

on occasion haventto Gayhurst to stay with the Carrington family.

Of ficers of the Royal Bucks Kingdés Own Mi l
Abbey. 1855. Captain Adjutant Hewett is on the far right. Unfortunately the photographer

has cut off the Colonel, Lord Carrington on the left. (reproduced with kind permission of the

Centre for Bucks Studies O ref. TA/2/10))

1858-1900
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

Whilst the Adjutant and Colonel were never likely to be social equals Hewett was one

of the principal landowners in the area and Uplands weg-up asa gent | emands
residence with the appropriate quota of lne servants- between five and sixwith a

cook, |l adyds maid, two housemaids and a f o
and a nurse for the two little girls in 1861An advertiserant was place in The Times

for a new footman in 189 o0onl y abst ai n@thesservapte th loekp pl y 6!
after the grounds, horses, carriages ,efrobably lived nearby, perhaps some in
Hewett ds t enabbourAstlesc ot t ages

Lord Carrington diedin 1868 but Hewett continued as Adjutant with the Militia, until
1871, retiring with the rank of Major.nl 1863 Hewettds place in
society was recognised by his appointmentalustice of the Peace for the Couray

the age of only 38. Heetired as Chairman of the Bench in 1896His fellow
magistrates included Benjamin Disraeli and Philip Rose, a leading Conservative and
Di srael i ds fNewspapal remomsdhow thaHewett alsosupported the

Tory cause. There are numerous nmions of Hewett in the Bucks Herald, mainly in

his capacity as magistrate, but he was also a church warden at Hughenden and
chairman of Hughenden Parish Council. His military background was perhaps in
evidence when he resigned from the Parish Coungilrotest at their not following his

ruling over a dispute concerning the church path. His complaint about the
misbehaviour of local lads in Hughenden churchyard appears to have caused quite a
stir, with reports even reaching the newspapers in Hull and Derb

There is a report of the The Old Berkeley Foxhounds meeting at Uplands876 and

in May 1884 theBucks Herald reported that a detachment of the Royal Bucks
Yeomanry Cavalry proceeded tooWgdagoods o0t he
sharp drill wvas gone through His son, Harry Hyde Hewett, had been a Lieutenant in

the Yeomanry.

Unfortunately there is little or no evidence of the relationship between Hewett and his
landowning neighboursA notice in theLondon Gazette of 26" July 1889 showsehwas

an executor of the estate of Dame Elizabeth Dashwood of West Wycombe.Park

hi $hé& Dashwoods &if FranmesDashvibgdadesonibes bady Elizabeth

as a good friend of the Disraelis, who, of course, were neighbours of the Hewetts at

Uplands. Whether Hewett was appointed executor because he was a friend of Lady

Eli zabet h, or just a respected and osafe p
appointment which seems to have been something of a poisoned chalice since Sir
Robert sued he Executors, eventually unsuccessfully, over the money Lady Elizabeth

had received from felling woodlands on the West Wycombe estate.

Major Hewett soldthe house atUplands and retired to Eastbourn@ 1900. The
buyer was Thomas Somers Vernon Cocks, the sale was to leave Hewett embroiled

in more litigation. Apparently Hewett originally wanted to keep the farmland but later
agreed a private sale to Mr Cocks. The estate agent claimed commission on the later
sale, and won.

John Maddy Moore Hewett dieon 14" October 1905at his home in Eastbournéis
wife and eldest son having predeceased hittis edate was valued at over £32,000
(probably around A3M in todayod6s values).

1858-1900
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

1900-1935
The Cocks family

Thomas Somers Vernon CocKgenerally known a¥ernon) wasborn in London in
1850 and educated at Eton and Christchurch, Oxforéle was a member of the
banking branch of the Some@ocks familynore commonlyassociated with Eastnor
Castle in Herefordshire.The ellest son of Thomas Somers Cocks, MdP Reigate,
Vernonwas a partner in the family banking firm of Cocks, Biddulph &w@och later
became a part of Martins Bankow absorbed into Barclays BanKis connection with
Buckinghamshire started in childhood when his father inherited Thamds Bdiouse
near the lock at Marlow (since lost in a fire)When Vernon inherited the Marlow
house mn hisownf at her 6 s desald ThamesBark &red bought Uplaimas
1900 and the farmland in 1903

It i's thanks t o Ver nteenittesdeedsrtoaUpldnsisohave belermt s om
deposited in the CB&nd a onlinehistory of the Cocks family gives useful information

about Uplands (see on.) The 1901 census shows Vernon and his wife Ethel Mary
(daughter of Horace D. Fellowes) living at Uplandghwiheir three daughters,

Margaret, Jane, Murial (sic) and son Charles Vernon Somers Cocks.

By the time of the 1911 census it looks like Murial and Charles had left home with only
the two unmarried daughters living at Uplands with their parents.

Uplnds remai ned a gent presamaabhsupported hyrentfrom r esi de
the farmestate. Both censuses show that the Cocks family had six servants living in

the house; a cook, ladies maid, parlour maid, two housemaids and a kitchenlriiasd.

Maja Hewett before him Cocks was also a Justice of the Peace (his appointment was
recorded in the Bucks Herald Y4~ebruary 1903).

Vernon remained at Uplandmtil his death in 1932 His obituary in theBucks Herald

says he retired from the bank in 192CEthel moved away andied in 1936 She is
buried with herhusband and daughter Jane in the churchyard at Hughenltse, to
the Church House.

1900-1935
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

Changes at Uplands?

By thestart of the 20" centurythe map evidence indicates that there had bétle or
no change at Uplandapart from the loss of the building in the woodshe walled
gardens appear to have been amalgamated into one anddost of their planting.

The following map was used for the 1910 Valuation Survey (thealled Lloyds
George Domesday) based on the second edition Ordnance Survey map of 1898.

1910 valuation survey map ref. IR126/9/93 held at the National Archives, Kew

The Field Book for the 1910 Valuation Survey unfortunately has no sketolhopkae

house and outbuildings buists the rooms, and s@ives us some indication of the

houseplan. The date of the actual survey is not given but other High Wycombe

surveys were generally done in 1912 or 1913. The extent of the house, stabling and

grounds is given as just over nine acres. Tdrea of thewoodland, referred to as

Beeching Woodin the field book but Beeching Grove Wood on the mapas also
nineacresThi s i s presumably Hewettds Birchin Wo

The assessment gives the sale pricel®00 as £8,600 and mentions subsequent
expenditure of £240 on the gunds and £1,350 on the house, so an indication that a
considerable sum had been spent by Cocks on modernising the house.

1900-1935
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

Building materialsvere stated to bebrick, cement and slate. THest of rooms is in
abbreviated form(so some have been guessed hut the accommodatiorappears to
have beeras follows:

Entrance vestibule; hallboard floor; billiard roomd board floor 20 x 18; library 20 x

17.6; gun room, smoke room, lavatory; dvang room 2 bay 18 x 28 with marble
mantelpiece; dining room 28.6 x 18 & 2 bay marbleuld. Pant r y ; servants
kitchen; scullery; larder.

Leanto passage; boot room; lamp room, laundry; two cellars.

1 bedroom; 2 small bedrooms; 1 bedroom & bay; Htmom; 1 bedroom; 1 bedroom;

bedroom & bay; 2 bedrooms; WC & box room; 4 bedrooms; WC & 1 H? C; 1

bedroom.

ONo bath. Only rain watero. Oi | room; cycl

So there appear to have been ten bedrooms and another five, probably for the
servants.

In the groundghe following are listed:
Brick, wood and slate woodbarn, potting sheds and two greenhouses measuring 15 x
37 and 8 x 17. [The former may be the conservatory already noted.]

Brick, flint and slate harness room; coachhouse; oddplace; luroben and washing
place all with a loft over.

Built of wood and slate were 4 boxes, 2 pigstyes, and sheds.
Brick and slate acetylene gas house.
Finally there was a tennis lawn.

Cottages and an orchard at Four Ashes also owned by Coeke includedin the
valuation of Uplands. They were tied cottagescupied by James Nash and Charles
Scottrent-free.

There is a descripti on o fHistoylfahe CodbsuF@andy 1 n J . V
(p.185):

OUpl andséhad a consi de rvenhfithe farmm and enasgoftheat t a c h
fields were let off. Its two main rooms, the drawing and dining rooms, were for

example connected by a passage which, including the hall, was twenyards long,

the length of a cricket pitch, and there was a librarpilaards room, the large hall and

a box and gun room apart from the kitchen quarters. Upstairs there were some eight
bedrooms. The entire water supply was obtained from the extensive roofs which

drained into a large underground tank and the water haehtto be hanegpoumped up

to the storage tanks in the roof space. The gardens were extensive with a croquet

lawn, a large walled kitchen garden, a long herbaceous border and a wood. There

were also stables round the yard and two cottages lived in by thdegeer and the

coachman (later to become the chauffeur) respectively. There was also an indoor staff

of at |l east half a dozen. o

Taking the evidence of the maps, 1910 survey and the family history description we
can attempt to reconstruct the plan of thieouse.

1900-1935
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

The central entrance porch led into a vestibule. On either side of this were the
principal rooms;probably the dining room and billiard room on one side and the
drawing room and library on the other.The vestibule led onto a corridor running
crossays linking the dining room and drawing room along the back of the billiard
room and library. All this front range of Uplands, with the rooms above, remains
today. Beyond this would have been the entrance hall and staircase and then the
service rooms aranged in a quadrangle around a light well all of which have been lost.

The 1925 Ordnance Survey map does not indicate any changes in the bubldings
does show what was probably the addition of a tennis court next to the walled garden.
By this time thewood was called Town Wood.

{ a 17 PR LR ;‘ FY :1»
[ QA% s o8, " Fn oo

H =3 PARES AP " ‘A\ 4 204

e qe et

:::::

1925 Ordnance survey map courtesy of Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

In 1931 Charles Somers Cock¥ernona n d Esorhpaitith@ 8pland Estate on the
market. The Times of 3% July 1934 carriecin advertisement for the sale, either in
whole or lots.

The whole estatebeing solda mount ed to oOabout 344 acreso.
farm at Widmer End with four cottages, a small country house (perhaps Ravensmere)

two smaller detached housesndPoy natts Farm at Fingest (t
brother Heneage, the noted Bucks antiquary).

Uplands itselfs described as follows:

OAttractive country residence well shelter.
reception rooms, 14 bed and dressingopms, 2 bath rooms, compact offices. Garage

and Stable Block. Lodge.Hectric Light. Central Heating. Good drainage.
CHARMING PLEASURE GARDENS. Well timbered grounds, tennis court.

1900-1935
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

There had clearly been S 0ome i rapsuch vae ment s
installation of bathrooms, electric light and central heating.

The small andather grairy photograph in the newspaper shows the front of Uplands
looking much as it does now, excefitat it has a large front porchnp doubt the
explanationofte -6 BEaped6 of the )house on the maps

In 1935 there was an auction salefafniture and effects. fe sale catalogue is at the

CBS listing the items by room thus:

mai ds® bedr ooms; ei ght further bedr ooms; I
roomjdomestic offices (servantsd hall, pantry
The omission oimention ofthe drawing and billiard roomis probably accounted for

by the sale being held there and/tre many paintings and pieces of china being on

displayin those rooms

1900-1935
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

1935 -1956

The next owner to appear in the directories as living at Uplands is Sir Alexander
Robertson Murray (1872956). His photograph in the National Portrait Gallery can
be seen online:

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw219919/8exander
RobertsorMurray

Coincidentally Murray, like Hewett before him, hatrong ties with Indiaand in
particular BengalThe son of a Scottish railway official, as a young attemi he went

out to Calcuttg working his way up to become head of two firms based in Clive
Street, then the bastion of English mercantile trade in imperial Calcutta. He was
evidentlya prominent figee in the commercial life of Bengal, becoming President of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and representing it in the Bengal Legislature. He
sat on various committees and commissions relating to Indian business and economics.
In recognition of his work hevas madeC.B.E in 1916, knighted in 1921 and created
Knight of Grace of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem (K.C.I.E.) in 1936.

On retiring from Bengal in 1928 he moved to England where he was appointed
director on numerous company boards, as well as §en the governing body of the
School of Oriental and African Studies.

He and his wife Margaret (nee Grant) had a son and two daughtBfs.Times of 19"

April 1944 carried a notice of the marriage of Captain A. Grant Murray, The Seaforth
Highlanders,only son of Sir Alexander Murray, K.C.I.LE, C.B.E., and Lady Murray,
Uplands Hughenden to Pameldary Upham, A.T.S.Tragically Captain Murray was to
die later that year whilst serving with his regiment, probably in Normanéiys name

is included on theplaque in the north aisle of Hughenden Parish Church which
commemorates the men of the parish who died on active serdiggng World War L

The house and parts of theriginal Uplandsestate were up for sale again after Sir

Al exander Mu r1858 yte Jimegl ElthtJlly 1856). The advert reads

0 é t h e-knawenlcduntry house. Five reception and 14 bed rooms. 4 bath rooms,
modern domestic offices, central heating, 74 acres. In superb order throughout. A
detached country cottage, (2 living ar®dbeds, bath etc). 8 ¥ acres of thriving
woodl and and a delightful orchard buil di

1935-1956
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

1956 onwards

1956 auction plan taken from Wycombe District Council planning file WR/1214/56

This copy of the 1956 auction plan shows the property for sale in 4 lots; Lot 1

Uplands, Lot 2 Town Wood, Lot 3 Uplands Cottage and Lot 4 looks like an orchard.

The sale of Uplands and the woodland to the-Gperative Permanent Building Society

(Co-op) were completed in 1957 and Uplands became a conference and training
centre managed for the building society by
of Great Britain. TheCoop al ready had its Central Regi s
Street and its chiesolicitor happened to live in Crendon Street so it is perhaps not

surprising that it seized upon the chance of acquiring Uplands when it came on the

market. (pers.comm.)

The subsequent history of changes to the buildings at Uplands can be traced through
the planning records at Wycombe District Council although the quality of those on
microfiche is poor and parts are illegible. Some plans are so degraded that they are
completely indecipherable.

1956 onwards
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

The building society had been granted permission forahange of use in November
1956 (WR/1214/56) and in 1958 it gained consent for alterations to the main house
and for the construction of a new bedroom block and lecture hall (WR/345/58).

This new, flatroofed block in modern style was to the soutbast of he house and
connected to it by a covered passage. The plans were drawn up by Norman Royce,
Hurley and Stewart, architects of 3 Field Court, Grays Inn.

In 1959 there was a further planning permission to convert the stable block and coach
house into stafflats and bedrooms and to convert some rooms in the main house to
new uses and for a new kitchen (WR/1427/59).

In 1970 the Ceop changed its name to the Nationwide Building Society and in 1973 its
in-house architect, D.S. Hine, prepared plans for conieerof some bedrooms to
bathrooms (permission WR/1635/73).

An undated post card produced by Nationwide Building Society shows how Uplands
looked from the air after the new additions.

N v Y

Image of postcard kindly supplied by Dr Anthony Edwards

A brochure alvertising the conference centre (copy at High Wycombe library ref.
L452.37p) also carries this aerial photograph with other photographs and descriptions
of parts of the interior.

By 1980 the building society evidently wanted to caoty a radical upgde of its
facilities at Upl ands. One of the countr
Cullinan Architects, was commissioned and discussions began with Wycombe District
Council. The result was a comprehensive scheme of alterations to the lidtorse

and for the construction of new buildings in a contemporary style permitted under
reference W/5041/81. The landscaping works were designed by landscape architect
Georgina Livingston. This work and later alterations are discussed below.

1956 onwards
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The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

THE ARCHITECTS and MODERN DEVELOPMENTS

The original building 8 attributed to E.B. Lamb

The first (1960) edition ofPevsned s Bui | di ngs of (paygl73dnd, Bu
describes Uplands thus:

oUpl ands, Kingshill. 1859 . vy cHéiellation. pltoi nt e d
could be bylamb,j udgi ng by the handlingo.

There is no mention of an architect for the original house in the second (1984) edition

by Pevsner and Williamson, w h-styleecountty i s de
house of 1859 inyells br i ck. ¢ This edition (page 407)
on).

C. R. Gee, in the second (July 1988) edition of his booklet at the RIBA lilEadwsrd
Buckton Lamb, architect 1806-1869, includes Uplands in the list of houses designed by
Lamb and ab gives the date 1859.

Edward Buckton Lamb (18aB69) was an architect who aroused strong emotions.

Much of his practice was in church architecture, both in restoration and-beid, and

his work was fiercely criticised, even derided, by the Ecclegisi and the purists of

the Camden Society because he refused to cc
style, i.e. Middle Pointed. In a lecture of 1949 the architect and critic H.S. Goedhart
Rendel coined the phr ase withdhgnias Haais,dohn t ect 6
Shaw and J.W. Wild).

Some later architectural historians such as James Stevens Curl have taken a more

bal anced view of Lamb as an Ecl ectic: 0The
eclecticism, and a showmanship (perhapsergrited to commercialism) that did not

go down well among the arbiters of taste. o

Whil st Lamb6és individualism upset advocates
busy architect; Farrington sayscethat obet we
produced over a 100 buildings, including some thirty to forty churches, a London

hotel, and a consumption hospital. He entered upwards of 25 architectural

competitions and, while all but three of these came to nothing, his designs invariably
attractedmuch cri ti cal praise. o

Lamboés relationship with Buckinghamshire be
Sir Robert Franklan®Russell Bt. in 1937. Russell helped Lamb set up his practice and

Lady Russell continued t hjreconsmerglipgoLamtbtoaf t er h
her family and friends. As well as work on the main house at Chequers, Lamb

designed estate buildings and the local school at Ellesborough (now a centre for Girl

Guides). This connection led to the commission to design Prestwoauath school

and vicarage (1848 ) . Some of Lambdés work in the cou
Manor, has been demolished but surviving bu
Aylesbury and Great Kimble vicarage, as well as several church restorafibes.

remodel |l ing of St. Huberts at Gerrards Cros

(Pevsner & Williamson, page 343).
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Lambds best known work was for thalebDisraeld.
and in sight of Uplandsjhere he designed thisaac Disraeli monument (1862) and

remodelled and refaced the house (188p- although Pevsner says he was

remodelling the interior in the late 1850s. Pevsner is quite withering in his
condemnation of Lambds changesleheo t he house
describes the stables and coach house as ha

Perverse possibly but Lambds individualism
achieved good reviews in contemporary journals suchhesBuilder. Patronswere

pleased with his originality and naonformity, perhaps because Lamb aimed for a

combination of the picturesque and utility. Disraeli was certainly a satisfied client and
expressed his delight with the changes at Hughenden.

Geecitesnoauthort f or hi s attri bution of Uplands t
buildings has been hampered by the loss of his archive and the fact that his work was

often not advertised. Lamb is best known for his churches, where his work was

publicised, but he baibr remodelled many houses. Kaufman has demonstrated how
Lambds career depended on the patronage of
recommended by one client to another through the sometimes labyrinthine networks

of family and political ties. His clients reeggenerally people who did not need, or

want, to advertise themselves or their houses so much of his work may have gone

unreported in contemporary journals such &se Builder or Building News.

Thus attribution often depends on observation of style aethds, as for instance, in

1960 when Pevsner referred to othe handling
particular stylistic box, being a combination of Tudor and Gothic. The loss of its front

porch has given it a rather flat appearance, withdwg exuberance it must have once

had. Nonetheless it retains the castellation, oddly shaped window arches, and pale

brick with diaper work, all somewhat idiosyncratic. In modern parlance it still looks

rather oquirky?o!

Lamb is said to have been introdutc® the Disraelis by the local Conservative party
manager, Sir Philip Rose, who thought Lamb
but a genius and an artisto (Gee, p.23). I
John Maddy Mo o r &asH dostertarid dial bderaa shirgeon in India so

might there have been some connection? As neighbours Hewett and Disraeli must

have been known to each otherThe complexweb of social tieslocal or otherwise,

may well have been at work in the choicéarchitect for Uplands.
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The 1980s additions 6 Edward Cullinan Architects

The second edition of Pevsner §87) makes much of the work done by Edward
Cullinan Architects in 1983 for what was then the Nationwide Building Society
Training and Conference déhtre. As evidence of the significance of the work it
includes a black and white photograph of the building (opposite p.417). The entry is
set out in full below:

0 A s ma |-dtyle Gountry house of 1859 in yellow brick given a frill of red brick
battlements and bold flanking pavilions (Bgward Cullinan Architects, 197886). This
apparently calm Palladian composition is fraught with complexity and contradictions.
The mixture of colours, materials and whimsical details is richand perhaps
indigestilte 0 with the solidity of smooth red brick and lumpy Portland stone combined
with coloured steel, glass and timber fretworks. The plan is ingenious. The
symmetrical front screens two open courts of study bedrooms which have brick
cloisters. The back athe original house has been sheared off and replaced by a long
wing with a dramatic topit staircase and bridge spanning old and new. The main
entrance is at the side, a mysterious slit into a spine corridor reached from a maze of
mounded garden. ¢

Weknow from other sources that the ofrill o
although the planning documentation indicat
bricks, not sandf ac"dahuary $981). dtuscertdidlyalistives r dat e c
thanks to the contrast with the pale brick of the walls and looks like a salute to

Di sraelid&ds red brick battlemented house on

Edward Cullinan Architects is a «aperative practice established by Ted Cullinan in

1965.1't continues today under the name o0Cul | i
and internationally significant and has won numerous architectural awaiidsd
Cullinan was awar ded t he Sdetl IBeA 6fgebsRBed®DB Roy al
http://www.edwardcullinanarchitects.com/practice/about.html

which has photographs of Uplands in its 0Mi

The special architectural interest of sonmher Cullinan buildings has already been
recognised by listing

The 1984 RIBA bookEd war d Cul | ifeatares Uplands ih ichamer t:s 6
oWorking with old buildingso:
OA symmetrical house on a hilltop has been

battered additions and is restored as a hall and four Sdating social rooms and
meeting rooms on each of its two floors. It becomes the centrepiece and the pivot for
a much larger composition. The hall is extended Northwards through a new two
storey grandhall that leads on North to dining rooms downstairs, seminar rooms up.
Link blocks of bedrooms stretch East and West of the house and beyond the links are
two pavilions. By foot, you can enter the building on axis; by car, you park under the
trees and poceed direct or via the maze to any room or to the central hall where the
reception desk is. The symmetry of the original house is respected, asymmetrical
movement accepted. O

The sketches reproduced in the book show a cloister, and with the new buildings
arranged around courtyards the architects were aiming for a coltge, cloistered
campus akin to their design for Worcester College, Oxford (not built), clearly with
the purpose of Uplands as a training centre in mind.

Architects & modern developments

Page 16


http://www.edwardcullinanarchitects.com/practice/about.html

The history of Uplands, Four Ashes Road, High Wycombe

Unfortunately the quality of tke microfiche planning records at Wycombe District
Council is poor and much of the documentation is not legible. A letter from Cullinan
to the council dated 9 January 1981 enclosing the detailed plans outlines the
philosophy behind the scheme:

0 T h e repiexa of the renewed Uplands will be the south facing facade of the
existing house, thoroughly restored to its original form, underpinned to secure it
against settlement, the windows renewed and painted white, ironwork restored and
the castellated parape rebuilt in their original delicate form in soft red clay bricks

(not sandfaced as now) with stone tops as they were before the-poatr r ebui | di ng
The orather jumbled warren of old kitchens
demolished, as was th# 950s addi ti ons. 0The &existing
buil ding wil/ be retained in its present fo

Unmentioned in this letter, consent to demolish the front porch, said by Cullinan to be
a postwar version of unattractive Fletton brick, was given 1982. The Cullinan
scheme has retained the twatorey front range of the house containing the ground
floor principal rooms: main hall, library, billiards room, drawing room, dining room and
the crosswaygpassage which runs between the drawing and dirdogis which are in

the wings at either end of the house.

Parts of the 1981 letter are illegible but it does stress the symmetry of the buildings

with the two end pavilions akin to a Palladian country house, and cloisters creating an
academic feeling. €h mat eri al s with red clay brick de
|l i mestone wall so6 would match the red brick
house. Roofs, as on the house, were to be of slate.

The | andscaping h
woodl and framewor
all ow views of t h

ad b as o presarveamduehhance teonsi de
k and | awnsdé6 and car park
e house and new wings oactr

The letter concludes:

ol t has been our ai mtd the addutgehhmaio facademf ttea k e t h
house, the coach house, the old garden walls, the grass parterres framed by mature
woodland and to improve the composition of the whole within its own terms: we have

retained the domestic character of the house in imden and made it slightly larger,

respecting the genus loci of this important site high on the side of the Hughenden

Vall ey. 6

The Cullinan archive at the RIBA library includes a feasibility study d#4tédiy 1980.

This confirms that the front part othe original house was kept at the insistence of
Wycombe District Counci | : o0oThe main front
well-proportioned rooms within a characteristic late "9 century elevation,
accommodation of a type which remains usefubcdl planning officers have indicated

that retention of this fagade will be a requirement in any future grant of planning
permi ssion. o

The Architects Journal of 18" August 1982 reported that the British Architecture 1982

Exhibition at the RIBA featurededt ai | s of Upl ands, a oconf
compl eted next year 0. The Cullinan worKk
architectural press of the time. Articles in th&rchitects Journal (August 1984) and

Architectural Review (September 1983 and Jul985)) feature photographs and plans.
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Construction started in 1982 and was finished by Christmas 1983. Some trees were

lost, but others planted, as part of the scheme. A letter datetl 28ril 1983 from the

landscape architect, Georgina Livingstorfere to a large cedar and Wellingtonia at

the front of the house; these splendid specimens remain today. A grapngesing in

May 1984 was timed to coincide with the Nat

Kenneth Powel | 0Rward Qlthén Arthiteces 5 @ desaiedl study of the
practiceds designs, both built and not exe
the firmds output. He writes (p.30):

0The practice was probably chosen because
and extendiag an existing historic buildidga 6 Got hi ck® house which |
actually of 1859. Though thdient saw the centre as a very serious workplace, the

architects were determined that there should also be a clear element of enjoyment.
Socialisig and relaxing, they argued, were important to the success of the events

taking place there. Tony Peake played an important role in the scheme: he had come

to Cullinan from Evans & Shalev and had a justly deserved reputation as a good
organiser and stragic thinker, though his vision of architecture was perhaps less

radi cal than Ted Cullinands. Nati onwi de wg
since they particularly wanted a legnergy building that was economical to run. They
respondedposii vely to Cullinands notion that the

character of a university, a place with character and identity which would inspire the
employees who stayed there. The completed scheme is finely balanced between
formality and infomality, expressiveness and discipline. (Cullinan wonders whether
the formal mood shald not have been broken by placing one of the end pavilions at
an angle). It is radical, rigorous and completely modern, but very much rooted in the
site and thelandspae ar ound it . O

Af ter further describing the buildings Po\
architects (working with the landscape architect Georgina Livingston) were given over

the setting has paid off, and buildings and gardens form a happyytothlere is a

strong concern for context but quite lacking in sentimentality or nostalgia. It
exemplifies the Cullinan office on top forn

Apart from accolades from the architectural community the quality of the design of the
new buildings at Uplandsgas recognised both locally and nationally by two awards; the
Malcolm Dean Design Award granted by Wycombe District Council in 1985 and a
Civic Trust Award in 1986. Ted Cullinan gave a talk on his work to the High
Wycombe Society and an exhibition was moed in the public library Bucks Free
Press, 18" Oct. 1985.

The Cullinan archive has been deposited at the RIBA library which is currently
undergoing alterations, resulting in limited access to the archive. Rhetgparencies

of Uplands (ref CULL116) will not be available for viewing until 2014. Photoprints
(ref. 459/23AP459/510) and drawings/correspondence (ref. J200301) are in the RIBA
store at Fulham and not generally accessible since they have not yet been catalogued.
The writer has inspeci@ this archive which contains numerous roHed drawings,
boxes of correspondence and photographs. Whilst many of the drawings relate to the
19823 work most of the other documentation and photographs pasite the original
Cullinan work. Regrettably #re are no photographs of the old house before the
partial demolition. A small undated and unlabelled plan appears to show the house in
its pre-1982 state confirming the arrangement hypothecated earlier in this report.
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By 1986 the Cullinan archive showsat Nationwide had a pressing need for additional
premises on the site and Edward Cullinan Architects were again commissioned to
design a new training centre with Georgina Livingston (of Livingston Mcintosh
Associates) again responsible for landscapingM. Jones Construction Ltd of
Maidenhead were the builders, Benfield & Loxley of Oxford who had done the-3982
buildings having gone into liquidation. This new training centre now forms the-north
westernmost building in the Uplands complex.

Planning ecords available online on the Wycombe District Council website show
several subsequent planning permissions. The most significant of these was in 1994
(ref. 94/05684/FUL) for alterations to the existing coach house to create 13 bedrooms,
including replaement doors and windows and rebuilding of the garage block.

It seems from the 1980 feasibility study mentioned earlier that the cdaetse had
been spared demolition by the original extension plan®rder to save money. In
1989 Cullinan, whilst regmising that the coach house with its cobbled yard
contributed historic associations, prepared a proposal for replacement of the coach
house, thus closing the fourth (northern) side of their original campus plan. This
proposal was evidently never implened and the coach house still retains its™9
century character.

Since the acquisition of Uplands by the De Vere group around five years ago the
training centre use has beaxtendedto a hotel and conference centre with wider
public now able to enjothe buildings and grounds.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

1 Inspection of the buildings.

1 Landscape and tree surveys.

1 Further research in the Edward Cullinan archive at the RIBA library.

1 Apart from the 1970s postcard the only historic photographUplands found
so far is that inThe Times sale advertisement of 1956. There is an indication
(verbal comm) that a member of the Cocks family may hold some old
photographs.

q The known owners, Hewett, Cocks and Murray, were all substantial local
landownes and establishment figures. More could be found out about them
and their families by further research in national and local archives and the
press. In particular it would be interesting to find out more about how the
Hewetts interacted with their neighdurs, especially the Disraelis.

1 | am grateful to Mrs Janet Idle for telling me about her research on the history
of Hughenden parish which is a valuable resource for further study. Local
people may well be able to provide photographs, documents or astatd
evidence.

1 The inhouse journal of the Capperative Permanent Buildings Sociesy
reported to have several photographs and articles about Uplands (pers
comm.)
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